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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Sunday we will take a special collection to support the "BackPack Program."  We pay for food packs for 60 low 

income kids in Sarasota. I will give $100. Give what you can and remember what I often say - do not for a minute 

think that we care most about your money. We care most about you. 

SATURDAY EVENT 

* LADIES POTLUCK LUNCHEON, tomorrow, Saturday, at noon, in the West Wing...bring a dish to 

share. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, JANUARY 18 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m:  "Selma," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery marches, which led to the passage of the Voting 

Rights Act. On Martin Luther King Sunday, the sermon will tell the role of Unitarian Universalists in this story. In 

early 1965, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference appealed to people across the United States to join in the 

struggle for voting rights in Selma. Many Unitarian Universalists answered the call, including the Unitarian 

Universalist Association's President, Dana Greeley, and members of the UUA Board of Trustees. Viola Liuzzo and 

Rev. James Reeb were two Unitarian Universalist activists murdered during the voting rights campaign in Alabama. 

* Music: (both services) Bob Delfausse, trumpet; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ.  

* 10:20 am Forum: "The Risks of Phosphate Strip Mining in the Sarasota Area."  The phosphate 

industry is creating an economic and environmental burden for the citizens of West Central Florida in the form of 

increased air pollution, destruction of roads, depletion and degradation of water supplies, loss of valuable 

ecosystems, forested wetlands and other natural habitat, and increased health risks.  Faced with the specter of more 

strip mining of thousands of acres of land affecting the Myakka and Peace River watersheds, it is time that Florida's 

policy makers realize the true cost of phosphate mining.  Presenter, Glen Compton; Moderator, DeeAnna Dowdle. 

  

Glenn Compton is Chairman of Manasota-88 (Manatee and Sarasota County), a well-known local environmental 

group which has been protecting the environment and public health for more than 40 years. 

* Climate workshop     10:20-11:05 

Lea Hall: Storytelling around the solar oven. What does climate change mean to each of us? What new kinds of true 
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stories can we tell to make it real? 

Climate change is not only understood through scientific reports of what is happening to weather patterns, sea 

levels, fires and famines. It is also understood through the stories of how we awaken and how we take care of 

people, animals and forests. The third in a 13-week series of Climate Workshops at the Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Sarasota moves beyond climate science and political news to explore ways to talk about caring for people, 

caring for earth, caring for the future. Solar cooking and soap box speeches included, weather permitting. 

*Religious Education (during the 11:15 service): 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

  

Pre-K through 5th Grade:  On this Martin Luther King Sunday, children five years old and up attend the first 

part of the Sunday Service with their parents, followed by age-appropriate classes exploring the topic of black civil 

rights.  

6th-12th grade: Youth Group: youth-led, adult-guided programming that is age and developmentally appropriate. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Share the Plate with BackPack 

Thanks to your generosity, every two weeks during the school year, our church provides food for 60 low income 

children attending Wilkinson Elementary in Sarasota. Thanks to the commitment of more than 50 UUCS 

volunteers, we also pack and deliver food for 68 students at Brentwood Elementary and 24 at Brookside Middle 

School - that's 11,000 bags of weekend food per school year.  All of these students depend on a discounted school 

lunch program during the week. With our help they also get basic nutrition on the weekend. These students' parents 

are underemployed or unemployed, and some families are homeless, but their kids are in school.  

In August the congregation gave a Share-The-Plate record $6,483 to BackPack, and the music committee 

added $3,000 - enough for the entire school year ending in May. Gifts today will let us continue this hunger 

program in September. 

* "Season of Classics" opens today with Lvov Concert 

Eleonora Lvov, the celebrated Russian piano virtuoso, will open the Season of Classics concert series today 

Sunday, January 18, 4 p.m., when she brings her elegant and passionate brand of performance to the sanctuary. 

The acclaimed piano virtuoso will perform works by Chopin, Liszt, Debussy, Ravel, Albeniz and Gershwin.  Tickets 

are $15. Purchase tickets at the door prior to the concert. 

* Please consider parking in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot which provides extra parking 

space to us during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main Cardinal Mooney 

entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow the 

signs to the church. 

 



ADULT PROGRAMS 

* Changes to the list of Adult Programs:  Two of the Winter programs will be delayed and offered in 

the Spring -- 1.  Art for Beginners and 2.  Chronic Inflammation--Controlling the Chaos Within.  

* Registration for Adult Program: You can find the most current list of programs and their 

descriptions at http://www.uusarasota.com/Programs.  To register, or for more information, 

contact the facilitator directly.  We hope you will take advantage of the generosity of these talented 

facilitators! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* The UUCS Board of Trustees will be holding its monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 20, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Lexow Wing. This meeting is open to our church community, and the agenda may be 

found on our website. 

* "Discovering UUCS" - A Newcomer Orientation 

Saturday, January 31; 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the UUCS Lexow Wing. 

If you are considering membership, this workshop is for you. Rev. Fritts will discuss our history 

and explore with you what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist and a member of this church. 

Some of our church leaders will join us for lunch to talk about the many activities here and to get 

acquainted with you. The Membership Committee provides lunch. Be sure to sign up at the 

Welcome Center! 

* "Religion without God" is the topic of the Westar Religious Literacy Seminar to be held in the 

sanctuary on Friday evening and all day Saturday, February 6-7. Westar Scholars David Galston 

and Jack Kelly will ask if there is value to religion without a concept of God and if it is possible that 

religion without the word God might compose the best option for the future. Friday night at 7:30 

the topic is "Why God Doesn't Work Anymore." Saturday morning at 9:30 the topics are "Why God 

Doesn't Make Sense Anymore" and "Post-Theism: Human Beings and Being Human." Saturday 

afternoon at 1:30 the topics are "Options for our Future" and "Religion without God." 

Preregistration by 1/23 is $60, then $75 and $50 for additional family members. Single sessions are 

$20. To register or for more details go to http://www.westarinstitute.org/events/sarasota-2015/. 

For more information, contact David Ryan d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Fire, Floods and Famine: What Can We Do About Climate Change? Tickets are now available for 

the Wednesday, February 11, 4:30-8:30 pm climate change symposium to be held at UUCS. Listen to 

leading experts Eric Draper, Executive Director of Audubon Florida, Professor David Hastings of 

Eckerd College, and author Linda Marsa while you enjoy dinner catered by Morton's Gourmet 

Market. Wine and soft drinks included.  $25 tickets are available in the courtyard, at the Social 

Justice table, and online through www.climatechange.uusarasota.org. 
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* Religious Literacy Dialog.  Waking Up: A Guide to Spirituality without Religion, by Sam Harris, 

will be our main focus over the next couple of months in our Religious Literacy Dialog that meets 

each Wednesday from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for Religious 

Literacy. We will also continue to deal with additional topics or questions that participants might 

have. No advanced reading is required. Come and share your thoughts. To register or for additional 

information, contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Call to all UUCS Artists!! In March, the UUCS Arts Council will be hosting a special members' art 

exhibit: "Making a Social Statement with Your Art."  So put on your socially conscious artist's hat, 

and create your artistic social statement to exhibit in the Lexow Wing Gallery! UUCS members are 

invited to submit up to two pieces for the exhibit. Receiving will be on Friday morning, February 

27th, so don't delay! 

* Each year the Southwest Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice hosts World Peace Day.  Our 

Jefferson Room and courtyard will be filled with tables, hosted by over 30 social justice groups 

from the area.  Lectures and presentations will take place throughout the day in our Sanctuary.  

This year, the event is scheduled for Saturday, March 14, at our church.  A team is forming to help 

ensure everyone has a great day.  We need 4-5 people who can help set up and put away 30 tables 

and 80 chairs, coordinate with the volunteers providing AV support in the Sanctuary, be available 

to help guests in the Jefferson Room and the courtyard, keep the trashcans empty, the rest rooms 

clean, and possibly use a mop.  Contact Suzie Brucklacher if you're interested in helping. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

* Reading Volunteers at Booker Elementary: It's the last week to make a difference in the life of a 

young reader by becoming a tutor in the PALS reading programs (K-2) at Booker Elementary. 

Training provided. Pick up a flyer at the Social Justice table or contact Fran Gaston at 

fgaston@gmail.com or 351-9827.   

* Stick with Your New Year's Resolutions: Share Your Pantry. Each Sunday we have the opportunity 

to share our home pantries with Bethesda House. Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper 

and other food items are coming in every Sunday. Thank you! 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army: Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on 

Wednesdays or lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more 

information or to schedule your time, visit the Social Justice table.  

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 

Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, 

contact nadaevans@comcast.net.   

* "Cowspiracy" Documentary, January 29 

Why are top environmental organizations ignoring a leading cause of environmental damage? 

mailto:d2mryan@verizon.net
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What one lifestyle change - that you haven't heard about - will make an immediate difference for 

the climate? Join the Climate Justice Task Force for the 2014 documentary "Cowspiracy, The 

Sustainability Secret," on Thursday, January 29th in the Jefferson Room. 4 pm matinee for 

members. 7 pm showing for the community at large. Co-sponsored by Transition Sarasota, 

VegSarasota and Darryl Saffer. No charge, but come early for a good seat. For more information, 

contact  WardPallotta@gmail.com. 

* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Save the date!  March 23-24 in Tallahassee. Learn how our state 

legislative system works and try your hand at lobbying.  Details to follow.  

* UU Social Justice Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando. Details to follow.  

* UU 2015 Interfaith Climate Workshop: March 6-7 in Orlando. Sign up at www.uujusticefl.org  

* Table Full of Fair Trade: Fresh chocolate bars, chocolate minis, over a dozen types of organic 

coffees, tea, cocoa, olive oil and recyclable K-cups. Your purchases support better wages and 

working conditions for farmers and families around the world. Visit the Social Justice table. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "Black Lives Matter: A Spiritual Reflection on Racism," Sermon by Katie 

Culbert, Ministerial Intern 

In an act of solidarity following the Ferguson grand jury decision, we posted "Black Lives Matter" 

on our congregational sign facing Fruitville Road. Protests, like the one held at the Mall of America 

with an estimated 3,000 in attendance, have been organized by Unitarian Universalists.  How do 

these sparks of tension shape who we are as spiritual individuals? How do we, as Unitarian 

Universalists, impact the movement? Katie will reflect on current events in the struggle for racial 

equality while sharing her own experience growing up in the racially divided south. 

* Music:  9:30 Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano.  11:15 Choir led by Robert 

Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 Forum:  "Are Double Cheeseburgers Wrecking the Planet? Animal Agriculture and Climate 

Change" 

Climate change educators and activists have focused primarily on one greenhouse gas, carbon 

dioxide, to the exclusion of others that are more potent. Methane, estimated to be 25-100 times 

more potent as a cause of climate change, is one by-product of animal agriculture. The good news: 

methane emissions can be reduced more quickly than carbon dioxide emissions. The bad news? It's 

complicated. Methane is just one of the ways animal agriculture contributes to climate change. 

Please join us for a discussion at the nexus of science, religion, and politics.  Presenter, Lea Hall; 

Moderator, DeeAnna Dowdle. 
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Lea Hall, Ph.D., used to teach, consult, and coach people in communication skills prior to 

retirement. She is a grandmother, mother, daughter, partner, writer, gardener, permaculture 

designer, and lay preacher. Since 1989 she has been a climate activist, cofounding the Sarasota 

Network for Climate Action and serving as Florida District Unitarian Universalist Ministry for 

Earth "circuit rider" for five years.  Her direct experience with animal agriculture is limited to 

chickens, goats, and honeybees.  

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Deliciousness" 

Please bring copies of your favorite recipes, your ideas about moving toward plant-based diets, 

what kind of meat (if any) that you plan to continue eating, your concerns and hopes. There will be 

large paper on which to scribble your contributions, verbal and graphic. Be listening for good soap 

box topics. While Lea Hall is presenting a Forum on animal agriculture and climate change at this 

hour, those who may prefer to focus on plant-based menus and deliciousness will meet in the 

Library. Suzie Brucklacher will share resources and facilitate discussion. This Open Space 

Technology morning provides a choice between the familiar Forum structure and the round table 

discussion opportunity in the library.  Vote with your feet on whether the Jefferson Room or the 

Library space suits your interest of the day. 

 


