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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

The Westar Institute will hold a seminar at our church February 6 - 7. When I attend a Westar Seminar, I feel 
like I am back in Berkeley in graduate school - a good feeling. Registration information is on our church web 

site. 

Because the seminar is in our building, some people assume this year's topic, "Why God Doesn't Work 

Anymore," represents an official position of our church. This is not the case. The fact that a particular program 
is in our building does not mean that the church endorses the views of the speakers. Our goal is to offer diverse 
programs and topics. We hope such programs will help you to develop your own beliefs, based on your own 
reason and experience. 

Regarding God, a 2010 survey of our congregation suggested that about 40% of us are theists, 38% are     
agnostics and 22% are atheists. Whatever our individual beliefs about God, we strive to treat each other with 
respect and dignity and to learn from each other.  

SUNDAY EVENTS, FEBRUARY 1 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "Are Sexual Taboos       Useful?" Sermon by Roger Fritts 

Fifty Shades of Grey,  a 2011 erotic romance novel about sex, has sold tens of millions of copies worldwide 
and been translated into fifty-two languages. A movie will come out on February 14. A group called "Leather & 
Grace" says it is important for Unitarian Universalist ministers "to be informed and engaged on this matter."  

* Music:  9:30 and 11:15  Bonnie Caplan, harp; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

Bonnie Caplan:  A native "cornhusker," Bonnie  received her Bachelor's Degree from the University of 
Nebraska and did advanced studies at the University of Maryland and Baltimore's Peabody Conservatory.   

* 10:20 Forum:  "Fathers in Families," Presentation by Terry Reed, LMFT 

Fathers in Families is a non-profit group which helps fathers become more responsibly and actively involved 
parents.  Presented by Terry Reed, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Food and Climate Change: A Vegan View" 

*Religious Education (during the 11:15 service): 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Children's Chapel: Starting February 1st, Children's Chapel will begin with all of the children and youth in our 
program. The kids will arrive and sign in with their age-specific classrooms and then we will all join in Roger's 
office in the Lexow Wing. This will be our sacred space this week, next week will be in the West Wing. Children's 
chapel will begin when all of the kids have arrived and will last about 15 minutes.  

The Children's Chapel experience will be a chance to help our children learn the "how's" and "why's" of worship. 
Through fostering a love and reverence for worship, we will build connections of respect and harmony. 

Children's Chapel will mirror the adult service with sharing of joys and concerns, offering, singing hymns, and 
closing words. In addition, the children will explore hands-on ways to experience worship, such as dance, 
guided meditation, artistic expression of prayers and ideas, role playing, and theater.  

Pre-K-Kindergarten:  A Discovering Year: Session 14: "It's Winter" 

1st-5th Grade:  World of Wonder: Creativity in  Nature 

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Neighboring Faiths, Unit one: “Choosing Religions.” 
Starting this Sunday and continuing through February, the teens and teachers will be planning, discussing, and 

understanding the curriculum. The youth will get to know the curriculum and work out the details of choosing 
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and exploring particular religions in which they are interested. Neighboring Faiths is a curriculum based on 
learning, visiting and understanding different faiths. The youth will have control over what faiths they would like 

to study and the church will set up, as much as possible, the means to be able to visit and learn about these 
faiths. The youth will together come up with a schedule and pick from the curriculum what they would like to 
discuss, keeping the open forum format that they enjoy. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* BID BIG...and Bid Often!  February 1 is Auction Sunday! 

Bidding starts at 12:30 and ends at 1:40 so be sure to bid high on your favorite items so you can enjoy your 
winnings. Ticket sales stop when the bidding starts and you must have a ticket to bid and to enjoy the delicious 

food that will be available during the auction. Free catalogs listing all items available at the ticket table in the 
courtyard. Childcare will be available. Happy bidding! 

* Look up! Look around! When you step in the Lexow Wing this Sunday for the Serendipity Auction, 
be sure to look up and around at the        mobiles and other sculptures by UUCS member and artist 

Judi Hennard. The UUCS Arts Council is proud to present her exhibit, "My Exploration of Space." The artist's 
reception will be held at 12:15 pm (immediately after the second service) on Sunday, February 15th, so mark 
your calendar! 

* The book table will not be open this first      Sunday of the month due to the annual Serendipity 
Auction.  Instead, Valerie Kerwin will hold the book table on Sunday, February 8 this month. 

* Lakewood Ranch Taskforce:  Do you have friends who live or work in the area around Lakewood Ranch? 
Would they be interested in learning about our UU family? The area east of I-75 is growing and attracting a 
diverse community. Many couples and families find themselves seeking a new spiritual community when they 
relocate.  Those who are Generation X or later especially tend to identify with the phrase "spiritual but not 

religious."  We want to let them know that they are welcome at UU Church of Sarasota and discover ways we 
can better serve that growing community.  We    encourage you to share this message with those you think 
would be open to it. Please stop by the table in the courtyard or contact Intern Minister Katie Culbert with your 
thoughts and suggestions. 

* Can you Facebook? Would you like to post 3-4 activities/events on our church FB page each week? The PR 
committee is looking for someone to post our church "goings-on" to our friends on social media. It's easy. 
Interested? Contact Ava Whaley at avawhaley@yahoo.com. 

* Please consider parking in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot which provides extra parking space to 
us during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far 
southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow the signs to the church. 

OUR COMMUNITY 

* The Memorial Service for Robert Waite, husband of Joan, who died on January 9 will be held in the 
Sanctuary on February 22 at 2 PM. 

* A Tribute from Kathy and Tom Cook in memory of two inspiring people:  Bob Waite and Lura 
Bradberry. 

* A Tribute from Shirley Foss to honor Lea Hall for her consistent commitment to furthering the 
safety of our environment. 

* A Tribute from Shirley Foss to celebrate Klaus Obermeit and the fantastic contribution he gives to 
us all with his multimedia expertise. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Cinema Conversations - The next meeting is Wednesday, February 4th at 7 pm in the Lexow Wing. 
The movie we will all be talking about is the Academy Award Nominee "Selma." Go see this   historic film on 
your own and join us for an important discussion. 

* Next Sunday, February 8, will be Second Sunday Potluck after the service.  Please bring a main dish 
for eight.  All are welcome. 

* "Religion without God" is the topic of the Westar Religious Literacy Seminar to be held in the 
sanctuary on Friday evening and all day Saturday, February 6-7. Westar Scholars David Galston and Jack 
Kelly will ask if there is value to religion without a concept of God and if it is possible that religion without the 



word God might compose the best option for the future. To register or for more details go to 
http://www.westarinstitute.org/events/sarasota-2015/. For more information, contact David Ryan 
d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Child prodigy Noah Waddell brings his tapestry to UUCS.  Our congregation will get a real treat on 
Sunday, February 8, when the 13-year-old piano prodigy Noah Waddell performs at the church three times. 
Noah will be guest musician at both Sunday services, then perform a concert of classical pieces at 3 pm in the 

Sanctuary. There is no fee to attend the concert; however, there will be a "good will offering" for those who 
want to express their appreciation of his  effort. Noah has performed publicly on television and three times in 
concert with the Tampa Symphony. 

* Fire, Floods and Famine: What Can We Do About Climate Change? Tickets are now available for the 
Wednesday, February 11, 4:30-8:30 pm climate change symposium to be held at UUCS. $25 tickets are 
available in the courtyard, at the Social Justice table, and online  

* See Sarasota and More, Tuesday, February 24 

The February adventure for "See Sarasota and More" will be a visit to the Sun Coast Technical College, formerly 
the Sarasota County Technical Institute, on Proctor Road and Beneva in Sarasota.  We will have lunch at The 

Bistro, their Culinary Arts School restaurant, at 11:30 and then have a guided tour of the campus at 1:00.  
Lunch at The Bistro is limited to the first 20 people who sign up for lunch and the tour, but the tour is available 
for any number.  The cost for the lunch depends on your individual orders and you will pay by cash, Visa or 
Master Card credit cards that day.  There is no charge for the tour or transportation.  Registration for the trip 
will take place on Sunday, February 8 and 15 in the Courtyard after both services. 

* Call to all UUCS Artists!! In March, the UUCS Arts Council will be hosting a special members' art    exhibit: 
"Making a Social Statement with Your Art.” UUCS members are invited to submit up to two pieces for the 
exhibit. Receiving will be on Friday morning, February 27th, so don't delay! 

* Transylvania and Budapest in August! If you've been thinking about taking a European Pilgrimage, now is 

a great time. The euro is falling so fast against the dollar - down to $1.15 per euro, from a high of $1.45 a few 
years ago. To read about the Sarasota Unitarian Universalist Pilgrimage to Transylvania, go to 
http://www.uupcc.org.  The register code requested     is 2915369. If you have questions, contact Mary Fran 
Raynault at maryfran.raynault@gmail.com. If six members of our congregation sign up by March first, 

Rev. Fritts will skip the June Unitarian Universalist General Assembly and join us on the  August 
Pilgrimage. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

* Let's Pay Publix & Wendy's a Visit: Join the   Coalition of Immokalee Workers as they again ask   Publix 
and Wendy's to join the Fair Food Program.  Sunday February 1 at 2:00 PM. Publix at 2031 Bay Street, 
Sarasota 34237. 

  

* New Petition for Consideration: Should the Florida constitution be amended to restore voting rights to 
formerly incarcerated people? Stop by the Social   Justice table after service on Sunday to read the    petition.  
If you are in favor, sign it! 

* Did You & Your Domestic Partner Get Married? If you are a registered domestic partner in Florida AND 

you got married, you must terminate your     domestic partnership registration. 
* Share Your Pantry: Each Sunday we have the opportunity to share our home pantries with Bethesda House. 
Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper and other food items are coming in every Sunday. Thank you! 
* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army: Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 
lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, 

visit the Social Justice table. 
* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 
Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information,    contact 
nadaevans@comcast.net. 
* UU 2015 Interfaith Climate Workshop: March 6-7 in Orlando. Sign up at  www.uujusticefl.org 
* World Peace Day 2015: March 14 at UUCS. Schedule of events to follow. Want to help coordinate the 
day? Stop by the Social Justice table or contact Justice@uusarasota.org 

* UU Social Justice Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando.  Details to follow. 
* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Save the date!  March 23-24 in Tallahassee. Learn how our state 

legislative system works and try your hand at lobbying.  Details to follow. 
* Table Full of Fair Trade: Fresh chocolate bars, chocolate minis, over a dozen types of organic       coffees, 
tea, cocoa, olive oil and recyclable K-cups. Your purchases support better wages and working conditions for 
farmers and families around the world. Visit the Social Justice table. 



COMING NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "Our Main Crop Is        the Forest That We Will Not Live to Harvest," Sermon 
by Roger Fritts and Brock Leach 

The people who contribute the least to climate change are the ones suffering the most because of it. In 
response a Unitarian Universalist program called "Commit2Respond" invites us to participate in "Climate Justice 
Month" from March 22-April 22, 2015. Participation means making a commitment to take action that will make 
an impact in slowing      climate change. 

* Music:  9:30 am Noah Waddell, piano; Don Bryn, piano;  11:15 am Noah Waddell, piano; Choir led 
by Robert Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 Forum:  "Obama Still Cares!"  

Obamacare, one of the most controversial legislative acts in the past decade, will be 5 years old on March 10, 
2015.  So "how is it growing up?" Presented by Dale P. Anderson, MD, MBA, and Managing Director of BDC 
Advisors, a healthcare strategy consulting firm (www.bdcadvisors.com). 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Deep Listening: Metaphors, Righteousness,  Empathy 
and Action" 

Climate communication research tells us that while climate science is increasingly understood by a majority of 
citizens, climate conviction, that is, the feeling that the problem is urgent, important, and deserving of action by 
all of us, is very slow in coming. . We’ll practice deep listening and communication skills that can be used during 

the Feb. 8 worship service and at the Feb. 11 climate symposium, "Fire, Floods and Famine," enriching our 
ongoing conversations. 

* After Auction Action and Pay Your Invoices 

All is not lost if you are missing today's Serendipity Auction. On February 8, you can still bid on any unsold 

items or unsold places at dinners, excursions, etc. with a Bid Number (tickets will be on sale that morning).  
And WINNERS from today's auction,       please pay next Sunday; we welcome checks, cash and credit cards. 
Look for the Pick Up and Pay signs in the Courtyard. 

  
 


