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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Magazine nostalgia: As a child, before my parents got a television, each month I was excited to look at the photos in 

National Geographic. I learned about the countries of the world and about what women's breasts look like. I would 

look at the maps and imagine traveling to exotic places. 

It has been years since I bought the paper magazine.  However, at National Airport in Washington last week I got 

the February issue because I wanted to read an article about climate change in Florida.  As I flew south, I read about 

traumatic brain injury, about the strange lives of mites and about surfing in Hawaii. In my imagination, I was ten 

years old again. I was reminded that the world is an exciting place. Arriving at SRQ, I took off my jacket and sweater 

and left the plane to explore warm, exotic Sarasota. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, FEBRUARY 8 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "Our Main Crop Is the Forest That We Will Not Live to Harvest," by Roger 

Fritts and Brock Leach 

  

The people who contribute the least to climate change are the ones suffering the most because of it. In response a 

Unitarian Universalist program called "Commit2Respond" invites us to participate in "Climate Justice Month" from 

March 22-April 22, 2015. Participation means making a commitment to take action that will make an impact in 

slowing climate change. 

The Rev. Brock Leach, UUCS member as well as one of our community ministers, is the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee's executive consultant for mission, strategy, and innovation. In this position, his primary 

responsibilities are to strengthen the agency's impact, nurture innovation, and develop tools for measuring the 

effectiveness of its programs. He helped create and launch the Unitarian Universalist College of Social Justice, a 

collaboration of UUSC and the Unitarian Universalist Association that is designed to build the capacity of Unitarian 

Universalists to catalyze justice. 

* Music:  9:30 am Noah Waddell, piano; Don Bryn, piano; 11:15 am Noah Waddell, piano; Choir led 

by Robert Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ.                                                                                                   

Child prodigy Noah Waddell will perform at both Sunday services this Sunday and then perform a concert in the 

Sanctuary at 3 pm. There is no charge for the concert but a good-will offering will be accepted.             Noah is only 

13 years old but he has more concert experience than most people three times his age. After winning a 

WEEKLY 



concerto competition at 12 years old, Noah made his orchestral debut, performing three concerts as a soloist with 

the Tampa Bay Symphony. Just recently, Noah won his first international piano competition that was held in Fort 

Collins, Colorado.  zHe has performed at concert halls, performing arts centers, and churches. He has 

also appeared on NBC and the PBS TV Show, "Curious Kids" and the Christian Television Network. Noah is 

homeschooled and enjoys a variety of activities, including tennis, hiking, fishing, and pickle ball.                                                                                                                

* 10:20 Forum:  "Obama Still Cares!" Obamacare, one of the most controversial legislative acts in the past 

decade, will be 5 years old on March 10, 2015.  So "how is it growing up?"  A review of the roll-out of the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act and its current and expected impact on healthcare delivery in the United States.                      

Presented by Dale P. Anderson, MD, MBA, and Managing Director of BDC Advisors, a healthcare strategy 

consulting firm (www.bdcadvisors.com).                                                                                                          zzzzz 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Deep Listening: Metaphors, Righteousness, Empathy 

and Action"  

Climate communication research tells us that while climate science is increasingly understood by a majority of 

citizens, climate conviction, that is, the feeling that the problem is urgent, important, and deserving of action by all 

of us, is very slow in coming. Why is this? Climate science is trumped by social context and moral values. We need 

to understand the moral foundations underlying what we say and what we hear. This workshop, presented by Lea 

Hall in the West Wing, offers practice in deep listening to one another and to statements by public figures that we'd 

like to analyze. We can apply these communication skills during the February 8 worship service and at the February 

11 climate symposium, "Fire, Floods and Famine," enriching our ongoing conversations.                                                                                                   

* Religious Education (R.E.) in the West Wing, during the 11:15    service  - rbucher@uusarasota.org                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Where's our Director of Religious Education, Regina Bucher, today? 

Regina is currently partaking in a Unitarian Universalists training module called 'Leadership in Administration'.  

This training module is taking place in Tampa where she will be training alongside other Directors of Religious 

Education in our area. She’ll gain experience and knowledge that will further her future here at our church. 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available.                              

Children's Chapel with Roger Fritts: Children's chapel takes place during the first 15 minutes and includes all 

the children and youth in the program, pre-K through grade 12.                                                                           

 Pre-K-Kindergarten: A Discovering Year: Session 15: "My Family: All Kinds of Families"  

1st-5th Grade: World of Wonder: Play in Nature                                              

 Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Neighboring Faiths, Unit one:                       Choosing Religions. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* This Sunday, February 8, will be Second Sunday Potluck after the service.  Please bring a main dish 

for eight.  All are welcome. 

* Are You An Auction Winner? It's Time to Seal the Deal!                                Pay the invoice for your high-

bidder items this Sunday after the service in the courtyard. We accept cash, check or credit cards. 

http://www.bdcadvisors.com/


And before you close out your tab, take a look at the unsold items and/or events that can still be yours. We still have 

plenty of dinners, parties and teas available, artwork to enhance your home, reliable pet sitting (which is hard to 

find around these parts) and tax preparation (tax time is right around the corner) to name just a few of the items. 

Find them on the courtyard auction table Sunday. 

* The book table, by Valerie Kerwin, will be open this Sunday, February 8 after the first and second 

service.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Fire, Floods and Famine: What Can We Do About Climate Change? Tickets are now available for the 

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 4:30-8:30 pm climate change symposium. Listen to leading experts Eric Draper, 

Executive Director of Audubon Florida, Professor David Hastings of Eckerd College, and author Linda Marsa while 

you enjoy dinner catered by Morton's Gourmet Market. Wine and soft drinks included.  $25 tickets available in the 

courtyard, at the Social Justice table, and online through www.climatechange.uusarasota.org                                   

There will be an interview on The Susan Nilon show on Tuesday, Feb. 10 on WSRQ Sarasota talk radio on 98.9 FM, 

106.9 FM and 1220 AM from  4:45 to 6:00pm. 

* Leaving a Legacy Through Lasting Words is the topic for the next Freethinkers Briefing to be 

presented by Claire Willis on Friday, February 13 from 10:00 to 11:30 am in the sanctuary. We all 

share the wish to be remembered, to feel known, to feel that we belonged, to feel that our lives have made a 

difference and to express our values, life lessons and love to family and friends. This talk will address some concrete 

ways we can each begin to do this. Claire is the author of LASTING WORDS: A Guide to Finding Meaning Toward 

the Close of Life (Green Writer Press, March 2014). She is a clinical social worker, a yoga teacher and an ordained 

lay chaplain with a concentration in end-of-life work. Claire is the great-granddaughter of Olympia Brown, an 

ordained Universalist minister and the first woman to achieve full ministerial standing recognized by a 

denomination. 

* On Sunday, February 22, at 12:30 pm, Kandy Magnotti, Holistic Grief and Loss Consultant, will be 

making a presentation in the Jefferson Room on the Five Wishes facilated by Katie Culbert, Intern 

Minister. Katie states that "in 2009, when I was 34 years old and preparing to undergo major surgery for 

diverticulitis, I completed my living will. I chose to complete the Five Wishes living will instead of a traditional 

living will because it addresses not only my medical wishes but also my personal, emotional and spiritual wishes." 

* See Sarasota and More, Tuesday, February 24                                              The February adventure for "See 

Sarasota and More" will be a visit to the Sun Coast Technical College, formerly the Sarasota County Technical 

Institute, on Proctor Road and Beneva in Sarasota.  We will have lunch at The Bistro, their Culinary Arts School 

restaurant, at 11:30 and then have a guided tour of the campus at 1:00.  Lunch at The Bistro is limited to the first 20 

people who sign up for lunch and the tour, but the tour is available for any number.  The cost for the lunch depends 

on your individual orders;  you’ll pay by cash, Visa or Master Card that day.  No charge for tour/transportation.  

Register for the trip on Sunday, Feb. 8 and 15 in the Courtyard after both services. 

* Call to all UUCS Artists!! In March, the UUCS Arts Council will host a special members' art exhibit: "Making a 

http://www.climatechange.uusarasota.org/


Social Statement with Your Art."  So put on your socially conscious artist's hat, and create your artistic social 

statement to exhibit in the Lexow Wing Gallery! UUCS members are invited to submit up to two pieces for the 

exhibit. Receiving will be on Friday morning, February 27th, so don't delay! 

* Each year the Southwest Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice hosts World Peace Day.  Our 

Jefferson Room and courtyard will be filled with tables, hosted by over 30 social justice groups from the area.  

Lectures and presentations will take place throughout the day in our Sanctuary.  This year, the event is scheduled 

for Saturday March 14, at UUCS.  A team is forming to help ensure everyone has a great day.  We need 4 - 5 

people who can help set up and put away 30 tables & 80 chairs, coordinate with the volunteers 

providing AV support in the Sanctuary, be available to help guests in the Jefferson Room and the 

courtyard, keep the trashcans empty, the rest rooms clean, and possible use a mop.  Contact Suzie 

Brucklacher or stop by the Social Justice table if you want to help. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

* Your January Gift. Our Share-the-Plate collection on January 25 added $5,186 to our funds that 

support Backpack, our congregation's largest hunger project.  On February 22, we will share the plate 

with Transition House, our successful homelessness project.                    * Social Justice Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday Feb 10 at noon in the Lexow Wing.  All are welcome; bring your lunch if you like.                     * New 

Petition for Consideration: Should the Florida constitution be amended to restore voting rights to 

formerly incarcerated people? Stop by the Social Justice table after service on Sunday to read the petition.  If 

you are in favor, sign it!                                                                         * Share Your Pantry: Each Sunday we have the 

opportunity to share our home pantries with Bethesda House. Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper and 

other food items are coming in every Sunday. Thank you!                                                                                           * Feed 

the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or lunch on 

Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit the social 

justice table.                                                      * Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every 

Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. 

For more information, contact nadaevans@comcast.net                                                               * UU Social Justice 

Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando.  This "Free the Giant Within" workshop will include two 

afternoon breakout sessions and a session on Commit2Respond.  Call Martha Hartgering at 352-242-2437 or email 

her posturenurse@yahoo.com  with any questions.                                                                     * UU Justice FL 

Legislative Day: Register now online at 

http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=44558. The event is held to encourage UUs from 

all over the state to join us for this important educational effort. UU Justice Florida pays for the March 23 hotel for 

all UU participants, and for the Monday night dinner graciously provided by the UU Church of Tallahassee.  

Interfaith partners may join us at a discounted rate.  All are welcome. Tuesday we meet with legislators on key bills.  

Together we can make a difference!  

* Table Full of Fair Trade: Fresh chocolate bars, chocolate minis, over a dozen types of organic coffees, tea, 

cocoa, olive oil and recyclable K-cups. Your purchases support better working conditions for farmers & families 

around the world. Visit the SJ table. 

mailto:nadaevans@comcast.net
mailto:posturenurse@yahoo.com
http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=44558


COMING NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "The Power of Refusal" by Patricia Owen                                                                                            

I almost walked out of the Unitarian Universalist church shortly after finding the spiritual home I wanted so badly 

to love. Why did I stay? What can each one of us do to grow this faith? Why should we care? Let's imagine together 

the practice of radical hospitality as a practice we cannot refuse.                                                                                      

Originally from Virginia, Patricia has lived in England; Germany; Buffalo, New York; Richmond Virginia; and 

most recently, Annapolis, Maryland. She joined the Air Force in 1985 and is a veteran of Desert Storm and Deny 

Flight.  Raised Baptist, Patricia was unchurched for many years. She joined the First Unitarian Universalist Church 

of Richmond in early 2004 and became active in the UU Singers and Small Group Ministry. In 2009 she joined the 

staff as Director of Membership and served as Student Minister, Intern and summer minister. Her dedication to 

radical hospitality resulted in membership growth and the generation of 12 new small groups. She also spent time 

with the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Beaufort, South Carolina during a time of great loss.                                                     

Patricia graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School with a Master's of Divinity in May 2014. 

She is now the full time intern at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis, Maryland, the 17th intern that has 

served that congregation. She will be ordained in May 2015 in Richmond, Virginia. 

* Music:  9:30 am and 11:15 am: Bharat Chandra, clarinet; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 Forum:  10:20 am Forum: "Consumer Protection in the Pharmaceutical Market."  A glimpse into the 

pharmaceutical industry to help consumers understand the scientific rigor and regulatory hurdles involved in getting 

pharmaceuticals to consumers.  Consumers will better understand the realities of chemical reactions and what consumers 

can reasonably expect (or not) from prescription drugs.  Tips will be provided for how to become an informed consumer 

including: reliable research sources; name brand versus generics and supplements; and key questions to ask your medical 

providers. 

Finally, consumers will learn one final "secret" for enhancing the effectiveness of any Rx.  

Presenter, Dr. Michael T. Riebe, PhD, Chemistry, and a 25-year+ pharmaceutical executive. 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 Climate Conversations 

By now we are listening for frames and metaphors, stories, moral foundations and "sticky" statements. Bring 

samples and examples, bits of conversations you have witnessed or participated in.                    zzzzzzz 

We'll review the climate symposium and workshops to date, sharing observations. Interwoven with our climate 

communication work, we explore ways to support resilience in the food chain. zPresented by Suzie 

Brucklacher and Lea Hall in the West Wing. 

  

 


