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MINISTER'S MESSAGE 

What to do about climate change? Here is a letter I sent. 

  

Dear Congressman Buchanan, I just read the February issue of National Geographic magazine, which includes 

maps of Florida showing a five foot sea rise by 2100. In 85 years our descendants could face an additional 48 to 130 

days of temperatures above 95 degrees each year. 

  

I am a believer in the capitalist system. This leads me to an August 27, 2014 editorial in the Washington Post.  They 

write, 

  

"A prominent member of Congress [Rep. Chris Van Hollen] has proposed a comprehensive national climate-change 

plan. It's only 28 pages long, it's market-based, and it would put money into the pockets of most Americans. . . . the 

best climate-change policy is not complicated. . . . Since the beginning of the climate debate, mainstream 

economists, left and right, have argued that the best way to cut greenhouse gases is to use simple market economics, 

putting a price on emissions that reflects the environmental damage they cause. . . . The proposal would put a limit 

on the country's greenhouse-gas emissions, a cap that would decline each year. Beneath that cap, companies would 

have to buy permits for the emissions their fuels produce. The buying and selling of permits would set a market 

price for carbon dioxide. The government would rebate all of the revenue from selling permits back to anyone with a 

Social Security number, more than offsetting any rise in consumer prices for 80 percent of Americans. Most upper-

income people, who use more energy, and government, which would get no rebate, would pay more under the plan." 

  

Congressman Buchanan, will you support this market based solution to climate change? I strongly encourage you to 

do so. 

  

Roger Fritts 

SUNDAY EVENTS, FEBRUARY 15 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "The Power of Refusal" Sermon by Patricia Owen 

I almost walked out of the Unitarian Universalist church shortly after finding the spiritual home I wanted so badly 

to love. Why did I stay? What can each one of us do to grow this faith? Why should we care? Let's imagine together 

the practice of radical hospitality as a practice we cannot refuse.  

WEEKLY 



Patricia Owen is visiting in the area this weekend and we are lucky to have her as our guest speaker. Originally from 

south central Virginia, Patricia has lived in England; Germany; Buffalo, New York; Richmond, Virginia; and most 

recently, Annapolis, Maryland. She joined the Air Force in 1985 and is a veteran of Desert Storm and Deny Flight. 

During her military career she was a Maintenance Scheduler, another way to say she is good at logistics. After ten 

years of active duty she transferred to the Air National Guard. 9/11 brought her to Richmond and she stayed. She 

retired with nearly 23 years of service in 2008. 

Raised Baptist, Patricia was unchurched for many years. She joined the First Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Richmond in early 2004 and became active in the UU Singers and Small Group Ministry. In 2009 she joined the 

staff as Director of Membership and served as Student Minister, Intern and summer minister. Her dedication to 

radical hospitality resulted in membership growth and the generation of 12 new small groups. She also spent time 

with the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Beaufort, South Carolina during a time of great loss. 

Patricia graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School with a Master's of Divinity in May 2014. She is now 

the full time intern at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis, Maryland, the 17th intern that has served 

that congregation. She will be ordained in May 2015 in Richmond, Virginia. 

Her partner, Christina Arnold, is from upstate New York and is a Physician's Assistant. They both enjoy cooking, 

sports and enjoying life. They are support staff for three elderly cats - all almost 18.   

* Music:   9:30 am and 11:15 am: Bharat Chandra, clarinet; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 Forum:  "Consumer Protection in the Pharmaceutical Market."  A glimpse into the pharmaceutical industry to help 

consumers understand the scientific rigor and regulatory hurdles involved in getting pharmaceuticals to consumers.  

Consumers will better understand the realities of chemical reactions and what consumers can reasonably expect (or not) 

from prescription drugs.  Tips will be provided on how to become an informed consumer including: reliable research 

sources; name brand versus generics and supplements; and key questions to ask your medical providers. Moderators, 

Mandy Riebe and Liz Chapin.  

Finally, consumers will learn one final "secret" for enhancing the effectiveness of any Rx.  Presenter, Dr. Michael T. 

Riebe, PhD, Chemistry, and a 25-year+ pharmaceutical executive. 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 Climate Conversations 

By now we are listening for frames and metaphors, stories, moral foundations and "sticky" statements. Bring 

samples and examples, bits of conversations you have witnessed or participated in. We'll review the climate 

symposium and workshops to date, sharing observations. Interwoven with our climate communication work, we 

explore ways to support resilience in the food chain. Presented by Suzie Brucklacher and Lea Hall in the West Wing.  

 *Religious Education (R.E.) in the West Wing, during the 11:15 service with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who 

may be reached at  rbucher@uusarasota.org  

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 
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VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY! On Sunday, February 15, all children and youth are invited to join our Valentine's 

Day Party in the West Wing. The party will include Valentine's day crafts, food and beverages. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

*  SERENDIPITY AUCTION:  Going. Going. Gone! 

Sunday, February 15th is the last chance to pick up and pay for your auction items. Find us in the library. We'll have 

new, updated invoices that reflect your after-auction purchases so bring cash, check or credit card and go home with 

your treasures. After Sunday, bring or send your check in to the office.  Aren't sure if you're a winner? Go to the 

Members Corner on our website to see the final list of who won what. 

* This Sunday is the artist's reception for Judi Hennard's exhibit, "My Exploration of Space." The reception will be 

held immediately following the second service in the Lexow Wing Gallery. Please join the Arts Council in thanking 

Judi for sharing her work with us. It is such a joyful exhibit! 

* Please Recycle for Art and the Environment: You can be a part of the UU Sarasota Church Art Council's "Making a 

Social Statement with Art" and "Commit2Respond" to climate change by bringing your recyclable clear plastics to 

Church and placing in the marked containers. Please bring clear plastic bottles, salad, fruit & egg containers, 

packing materials, etc. within the next two weeks for Judi Hennard's mobile entry "Toxic Tidal Wave" for the March 

exhibit. If we must use "fossil fuel guzzling" products, let us at least be responsible users and recycle. 

* See Sarasota and More, Tuesday, February 24 

The February adventure for "See Sarasota and More" will be a visit to the Sun Coast Technical College, formerly the 

Sarasota County Technical Institute, on Proctor Road and Beneva in Sarasota.  The twenty spots for lunch at The 

Bistro, their Culinary Arts School restaurant, at 11:30 have been filled, but we have unlimited spots for the guided 

tour of the campus at 1:00.  There is no charge for the tour.  The final registration for the trip will be Sunday, 

February 15 in the Courtyard after both services. 

* The Lakewood Ranch area is growing ... fast.  Is there a role for our church to play in helping establish a new UU 

community there that could focus and build on the needs and interests of this near-by expanding suburban area?  

The Lakewood Ranch Taskforce believes we have something very special in our church and in our unique, liberal 

denomination that could be a good fit with a specific sub-set of Lakewood Ranch's residents. 

We're meeting, talking and thinking about ways we can link our values, social justice initiatives and active 

membership with the Lakewood Ranch area. Please stop by the table in the courtyard and share your ideas with us. 

 Please consider parking in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot which provides extra parking space to us during 

the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far southwest corner 

of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow the signs to the church. 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

* The UUCS Board of Trustees will be holding its monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 17, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Lexow Wing. This meeting is open to our church community, and the agenda may be found on our website. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

"Religion Without God" will be the topic at our Religious Literacy Dialog that meets on Wednesday, February 18, 

from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing. We will discuss the scholars' presentations on this topic at the Westar 

Religious Literacy Seminar. Sub topics included are: Why God Doesn't Work Anymore; Why God Doesn't Make 

Sense Anymore; Post-Theism: Human Beings and Being Human; and Options for Our Future. You will benefit from 

attending even if you missed the seminar. We will also continue to deal with additional topics or questions that 

participants might have. No advanced reading is required. Come and share your thoughts. To register or for 

additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* On Sunday, February 22 at 12:30 PM in the Jefferson Room, Kandy Magnotti, certified Holistic grief and loss 

counselor, will explain her unique method of counseling.  Following this short presentation, Katie Culbert, our 

Intern Minister, will present Five Wishes.  Katie states that "in 2009, when I was 34 years old and preparing to 

undergo major surgery for diverticulitis, I completed my living will.  I chose to complete the Five Wishes living will 

instead of a traditional living will because it addresses not only my medical wishes but also my personal, emotional 

and spiritual wishes."  A light lunch will be provided. 

* Call to all UUCS Artists!! The UUCS Arts Council will be hosting a special member's art exhibit: "Making a Social 

Statement with Your Art." The exhibit will be up for the month of March, so put on your socially conscious artist's 

hat, and create your artistic social statement to exhibit in the Lexow Wing Gallery! UUCS members are invited to 

submit up to two pieces for the exhibit. Please email Gail Coppock at gailcoppock@gmail.com if you are planning to 

submit work for the exhibit. Receiving will be from 9 to 11 on Friday morning, February 27th, so don't delay! 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

* The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic justice, human 

rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the second Tuesday of the month, 

join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social Justice table on Sunday. 

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that do not restore voting rights of felons after they have 

completed their sentence, parole and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the Social 

Justice table. Florida registered voters only please. 

* Solar Energy Petition to encourage small-scale, solar-generated electricity production and sale in a competitive 

market not controlled by Florida's electric utilities. This constitutional amendment petition was launched by 

renewable energy businesses and organizations. Florida voters can sign it at the Social Justice table. 
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* Food Chains Documentary: If you missed it in theaters, you can see it at New College on Monday, February 16 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Chae Auditorium, Heiser Natural Sciences Building at 500 College Drive, Sarasota. Special guest: 

Lucas Benitez, cofounder of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers. Free. 

* Volunteers Needed, World Peace Day 2015: Our church is again hosting the SW Florida Peace & Justice 

Coalition's annual World Peace Day on March 14. Six volunteers are needed. Contact Suzie at 

Justice@uusarasota.org. 

  

* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Join Florida UUs in Tallahassee March 23-24 for education and training about 

how the FL legislature works and for face-to-face meetings with legislators. Hotel housing is provided by UU Justice 

Florida. Monday night dinner is courtesy of UU Church of Tallahassee. For more information and free registration: 

www.uujusticefl.org 

* Share Your Pantry: Each Sunday we have the opportunity to share our home pantries with Bethesda House. 

Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper and other food items are coming in every Sunday and delivered 

Monday. Thank you! 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing Statue. Wear white. 

Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact nadaevans@comcast.net.   

  

* Did You & Your Domestic Partner Get Married? If you are a registered domestic partner in Florida and you got 

married, you must terminate your domestic partnership registration. 

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for serving 

meals at Salvation Army; Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable 

plastic caps to benefit a local school; Flyer on Monthly Community Leadership Dialogue at New College. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "Those Things We Hold Sacred," Sermon by Roger Fritts  

Our sacred values are the core of our beliefs. What are these? How are they threatened?  

* Music:  9:30 am Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano.  11:15 Choir, led by Robert Lischetti; Don 

Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 Forum:  "Raising the Minimum Wage in Sarasota County" 

Is it ethical for all of us to underpay Sarasota low-wage workers? We feed hungry kids, help house the homeless, and talk 

about bringing better paying jobs to Sarasota - but rarely address the underlying wage inequality.   A discussion of practical 

steps to raising the minimum wage locally.  Presenter, Marie Keeney; Moderator Don Diddams. 

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Animals Speak Out" 
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Learning to experience life from different species' points of view helps us to care for creation, practice compassion, 

and expand our understanding of what is at stake in this rapidly changing world. Please join us and help other 

animals speak out about climate change, the ongoing sixth great extinction, and animal agriculture today. Bring 

your own puppet or play with one of Lea's: sheep dog, border collie, coyote, domestic cat, toad, rat, mouse, snake, 

turtle, burro, conch, hummingbird, and others. Featured guests: Henny Penny (telling the story of the randy 

rooster) and Greta Goat (telling the story of the bothersome buck). Workshop to be led by Lea Hall and Suzie 

Brucklacher in the West Wing. 

* Caring Committee presentation on the Five Wishes, 12:30 p.m. Jefferson Room  (See Upcoming Events) 

 


