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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Stewardship Sunday is March 1. However, we will only spend about five minutes 

talking about money. Most of the service is about music. Ann Alton will play the cello 

and it will be wonderful.   

  

What is the special strength of Unitarian Universalism? What unique wisdom do we 

offer the world? 

  

The use of reason to analyze religious questions is our major contribution to the 

world. Of course, other religions also use reason. However, at some point other 

religions ask their members to suspend reason and accept on faith the teaching of 

their leaders or the writing of scripture. Unitarian Universalists do not. This is what 

makes Unitarian Universalists different from other religious groups. 

  

The scientific method is our basic tool. When others invite us to take something on 

faith, we want to know if the faith statement is consistent with what we know about 

the world. We ask, where is the evidence? How is it tested? Is the conclusion 

warranted? Is it probable, based on our own experience? This leads us to conclusions 

such as Jesus was a human being, not God.  This is why we reject the trinity and how 

we got the name "Unitarian."  

  

What makes us unique is not the same thing as our goal as a religion. Our goal, the 

primary mission of Unitarian Universalism, is love. We gather in church to learn to 

love each other, to learn to love others in community and to learn to love the earth 
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and all its creatures. What makes us unique is the way we use reason as a tool in 

helping us learn to love each other. Reason is a tool. Like many religions, love is our 

goal. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MARCH 1 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "Music as a Spiritual Experience," Sermon by Roger 

Fritts 

Using words and music, the service will explore the life of Spanish Catalan cellist 

Pablo Casals (1876-1973). 

Following both Sunday services, there will be an opportunity for interested folks to 

join the church in the Minister's office.  

* Music:  9:30 am and 11:15 am:  Ann Alton, cello; Don Bryn, piano; 

Charlie Allman, organ. 

* Religious Education (during the 11:15 service): 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Pre-K-Kindergarten: A Discovering Year: My Family: Families Change 

1st - 5th Grade: World of Wonder: Kindness in Nature. This session includes a 

story about the kindness of "The Noble Ibex" in which an ibex saves the life of a king. 

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Neighboring Faiths 

* Forum:  "Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense" This national group (much 

like Mothers Against Drunk Driving) lobbies, rallies and works with legislators, 

corporations and educators to establish sensible gun laws, such as background 

checks, better safety/storage for guns, working against "open carry" in grocery stores 

and restaurants.  The discussion will include the status of gun laws in Florida.  

Presented by Linda Brundage. 



Linda Brundage heads up the Michigan Chapter of the "Moms Demand Action for 

Gun Sense."  Before her involvement in this issue, Linda worked as a psychologist in 

private practice and in the state prison system.  She and her husband are Unitarian 

Universalists.  

* Climate Change Workshop - 10:20 - 11:05 "Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: 

Stories That Connect the Climate Dots" 

This climate workshop provides an incubator space in which we practice telling our 

own succinct climate stories to one another. What is climate change and why does it 

matter to you? Do you think about animals (including or especially people?), 

vegetables (including trees?), or minerals (including fossil fuels and gases)? To whom 

do you want to speak? What moral foundations do you share with them? What 

outcome do you hope for when you talk about climate change? Presented by Lea Hall 

with Suzie Brucklacher in the West Wing. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Do You Enjoy World-Renowned Chamber Music? 

Sunday, March 1, is the start of the 2015-16 pledge drive. All are invited to attend a 

complimentary and delicious lunch following the second service. Vegetarian and 

vegan options will be available. Come prepared to submit your pledge card, included 

in the order of service, as you leave the sanctuary.  

  

FOUR sets of tickets to the famed La Musica International Chamber Music Festival at 

the Sarasota Opera House will be drawn from the pledge cards turned in on or before 

Sunday. 

Tickets to this event retail for $40 each. Four couples/friends will enjoy a concert of 

their choosing during the month of April. Pick one from four performances. So, make 

plans to attend either service on March 1, bring your most generous self, and maybe 



you'll be humming Mozart, Brahms, Beethoven or Schumann to get you through what 

T.S. Elliot calls "the cruellest month." (spelling intended) 

Thank you for your support and your generosity. 

* There's something new in the Lexow Wing Gallery! "Making a Social 

Statement with Your Art" - an exhibit by our UUCS members and friends - 

illustrates how art can be another way to communicate our concerns about the world. 

Come see what your creative friends have to say. The artist's reception is scheduled 

for Sunday, March 15th (after the second service), so mark your calendar! 

* If you park in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot, please move your 

car by 2:00 p.m.  The High School provides extra parking space to us on Sundays 

during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main Cardinal Mooney 

entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, 

and follow the signs to the church.  

FREETHINKERS 

* "How to Defeat Religion in Ten Easy Steps" is the topic for the next Freethinkers 

Briefing to be presented by Ryan Cragun on Friday, March 13, from 10:00 to 11:30 

amin the Sanctuary. Do you want the greatest challenges of the day to be addressed 

with thoughtful, reality-based solutions rather than with cherry-picked quotations 

from scripture? Do you want to shrink religion - especially fundamentalist religion - 

to the point that it plays no noticeable role in American public life? Do you want 

right-wing religious leaders to be so unpopular that politicians avoid them rather 

than pander to them for endorsements? Drawing on the latest social-scientific 

research on religion to help interested nonbelievers - and even progressive believers - 

weaken the influence of fundamentalist religion in society at large, Ryan will offer 

specific, actionable steps we all can take to facilitate fundamentalist religion's decline 

in the areas of education, welfare, sex, science, capitalism, and Christmas. Ryan will 

focus on specific actions that research has shown can weaken religion, detailing why 



and how, and concluding with specific recommendations. Ryan is a husband, father, 

and sociologist of religion (in order of importance) at The University of Tampa. For 

more about his work you can visit his website: www.ryantcragun.com. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* How did this slip by you?  Yoga Stretching and Meditative Breathing is 

offered every Monday at 4pm in the Jefferson Room.  Come try it for free and 

after that $5 for entire 6 week session.  No equipment needed, just loose stretchy 

clothing.  Do only those stretches that are comfortable for you and leave with a calm 

clear relaxed mind. Dana McMaster is a delightful teacher. 

* Stretch and Strengthen at Home.  Join Dr. Robert Downie, retired professor of 

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, in a three-class series to help you improve your 

mobility, posture, and balance.  You will learn: how the muscles and joints work, 

simple ways to decrease pain during exercise, and safe exercises that you can practice 

at home.  Wear comfortable clothes and non-skid shoes.  Classes will meet 

on Mondays, March 2, 9, and 16, from 2:30-4 pm, in the West Wing.  Cost is $5 

for the series.  Contact Bob Downie to register at rwdownie@comcast.net or 609-417-

2460. 

* Cinema Conversations - We will meet again on Wednesday, March 4th at 7 

pm in the Lexow wing to discuss a film that has been nominated for eight Academy 

Awards - including Best Picture. "The Imitation Game" will be our focus.  We also 

urge you to share your comments about the Academy Awards which aired on Sunday, 

February 22nd. 

* Next Sunday, March 8, will be Second Sunday Potluck after the 

service. Please bring a main dish for eight.  All are welcome. 

* Irish singer/guitarist Paul Duffy leads St. Patrick's Day celebration on 

March 8 
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Vocalist and guitarist Paul Duffy will lead the church's annual Early St. Patrick's Day 

celebration in the Sanctuary next Sunday, March 8 at 3 p.m. This tribute to the Irish 

will also include dancers from the Drake School of Irish Dance in full Irish regalia.  

  

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased online in advance 

atwww.uusarasota.org/concerts/tickets.php or at the door the day of the concert. 

Called "one of the greatest musicians to ever come out of Ireland," Duffy draws a 

crowd; our concert last year was sold out. "Remember," says concertmaster Don 

DeMaio, "it's not only a concert; it's an Irish celebration of the great saint's favorite 

day." 

* TRIP TO TRANSYVANIA (ROMANIA) 

Sign up for our Sarasota Unitarian excursion to Transylvania with Rev. Roger Fritts, 

with a possible side trip to Budapest. Only a few seats are left "in the van" so register 

now.  Please go to the Unitarian Universalist Partnership Church Council website 

(www.uupcc.org), click on the pilgrimage bar and then click the drop down menu on 

"group pilgrimages." If you scroll to the bottom of the page, you will see a field for 

"register code." Into that field, type the code for the Sarasota trip, which is 

2915369.  The deadline for registration is April 15. We are asking if we can 

extend it, but you will not regret registering now! 

* Get Together Dinners 

Now is the time to sign up for our Spring Get Together Dinners. The dates are April 

25, May 23 and June 27. It is a great way to get to know new friends at the church 

and/or reacquaint with old friends.  The dinners (usually 6 to 12 people) are held in 

people's homes.  The host provides the main dish and guests bring the sides, hors 

d'oeuvres, and dessert. Registration forms are available at the Get Together Dinner 

table in the courtyard or save paper and register online www.uusarasota.org 

Deadline for registering is March 29. 

Sara Slate, Joan Evans, Nancy Reger, Get Together Dinners Committee 
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* Religious Literacy Dialog  

"Theology before and after Bishop Robinson's Honest to God" will be discussed 

thisWednesday, March 4 from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by 

Advocates for Religious Literacy. Robinson's 1963 book "sold more quickly and widely 

than any book of serious theology in the history of the world." In a few weeks we will 

begin the book study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of 

Religions by Tom Christenson. If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up 

for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you 

so desire. No advanced reading is required. Come and share your thoughts. To sign 

up for the email list, or for additional information contact David Ryan 

at d2mryan@verizon.netor 365-4027. 

* Calling UUCS artists to participate in our Spring UU Artists Market 

onSunday, March 22 from 9 AM - 1 PM.  Church member and church friend 

artists with small handcrafted items, such as clothing, glass items, jewelry, mosaics 

and pottery, may request a table.  A donation of $15 to UUCS is suggested.  There are 

only 6 tables available, so contact Kathy Cook as soon as possible if you want to 

request one (kcook2@mac.com).  

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness 

and hunger, economic justice, human rights and the health of our planet. 

To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the second Tuesday of the 

month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the 

Social Justice table on Sunday. 

* Backpack Program Needs You: Packers and drivers are needed for April 

15, April 29, May 13 and May 27.  Information is available at the Backpack table in the 

courtyard after the second service. 
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* Solar Energy Petition:  to encourage small-scale, solar-generated electricity 

production and sale in a competitive market not controlled by Florida's electric 

utilities. This constitutional amendment petition was launched by renewable energy 

businesses and organizations. Florida voters can sign it at the Social Justice table.  

Endorsed by the UUCS Climate Justice Task Force. 

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that do not restore 

voting rights of felons after they have completed their sentence, parole and probation. 

This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the Social Justice table. Florida 

registered voters only please. 

* Share Your Pantry: Each Sunday we have the opportunity to share our home 

pantries with Bethesda House. Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper and 

other food items are coming in every Sunday. Thank you! 

* Volunteers Needed, World Peace Day 2015: Our church is again hosting the 

SW Florida Peace & Justice Coalition's annual World Peace Day on March 14. Six 

volunteers are needed. Contact Suzie at Justice@uusarasota.org. 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either 

dinner on Wednesdays or lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., 

Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit the Social Justice table. 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 

p.m. at the Kissing Statue at the bayfront in downtown Sarasota. Wear white. Bring a 

friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, 

contactnadaevans@comcast.net. 

* UU Social Justice Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando.  This 

"Free the Giant Within" workshop will include two afternoon breakout sessions and a 

session on Commit2Respond.  Call Martha Hartgering at 352 242-2437 or email 

herposturenurse@yahoo.com with any questions. 
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* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Join Florida UUs in Tallahassee March 23-

24 for education and training about how the FL legislature works and for face-to-face 

meetings with legislators. Hotel housing is provided by UU Justice Florida. Monday 

night dinner is courtesy of UU Church of Tallahassee. For more information and free 

registration:www.uujusticefl.org 

* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and 

Action.April 10-11, 2015 in Orlando.  For information and registration 

see:http://interfaithflorida.com/ 

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, 

coffee and tea; Signup sheets for serving meals at Salvation Army; 

Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for 

non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school; Flyer on Monthly 

Community Leadership Dialogue at New College.  

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 8 

Daylight Saving Time begins March 8 at 2 am.  If you forget to "Spring 

Forward" you'll be one hour late for church. 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "An Imperfect Hero," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The first of two sermons on Imperfection: In the movie Selma, the relationship 

between Dr. King and his wife is a strained one. In a particularly tense scene, she asks 

him to confess to cheating after receiving a recording of a man, presumably King, 

having sex with another woman. If this is true, can we still celebrate the life of M.L. 

King? On the 50th anniversary of the Selma marches, the sermon will explore this 

question. 

* Music:  9:30 am Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, 

piano;11:15 am Choir; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* Forum:  Walk-a-Thon for Campaign Finance Reform 

http://www.uujusticefl.org/
http://interfaithflorida.com/


Following her 330 mile, 6-week march from Sarasota to the steps of the State Capitol 

in Tallahassee to garner support for "Move to Amend," an 81-year-old widow presents 

the case for campaign finance reform via an Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 

light of two U.S. Supreme Court decisions (Citizens United v. Federal Elections 

Commission and McCutcheon v. FEC) that are drowning American democracy in a 

flood of election money.  Presenter, Rhana Bazzini; Moderator, DeeAnna Dowdle. 

* 10:20 am to 11:05 am Climate Workshop:  Divestment from Fossil 

Fuels:  Putting the Brakes on Fossil Fuel Companies 

There is a new divestment movement growing across the globe. Come learn about its 

goals and strategies.  Also, does it affect you?  Do you have investments in fossil 

fuels?  Do you belong to or support organizations that have investments in fossil 

fuels?  Do you think it will have an effect? Let's talk about what we can do to 

participate in this movement, and what the Unitarian Universalist Association and 

your church are doing.  We'll look back at a famous divestiture movement, too, the 

one which helped break the back of South Africa's Apartheid system. 

Presented by Julie Leach in the West Wing. Julie serves on our church Board of 

Trustees as our Treasurer.  She also serves as a member of our church's and another 

local organization's endowment boards. She has an MBA, is a CPA, and enjoys 

managing investments and discussing them. 

 


