
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 8, 2015 Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota (UUCS) 
 

3975 Fruitville Road, Sarasota FL 34232 (941) 371-4974 Fax (941) 377-4897 www.uusarasota.org 

 

MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

President and Mrs. Obama will be in Selma this weekend. "Michelle and I and the girls will be traveling to Selma to 

pay tribute, not just as a president or a first lady or as African-Americans, but as Americans for those who changed 

the course of history at the Independence Bridge." 

  

"I know that when I take Malia and Sasha with Michelle next week down to Selma, part of what I'm hoping to do is 

to remind them of their own obligations," he said. "Because there are going to be marches for them to march and 

struggles for them to fight, and if we've done our job, then that next generation is going to be picking up the torch as 

well." 

  

Many Unitarian Universalists are attending a conference in Birmingham Thursday, Friday and Saturday and 

making the trip to Selma on Sunday. They will join the thousands of people who will be converging in Selma, 

Alabama, this weekend to commemorate the 50th Anniversary Bridge Crossing. 

  

My January 18 sermon about the Unitarian Universalist involvement in Selma is on our web site: 

http://www.uusarasota.com/sermons/2015-01-18Fritts.pdf.  Sunday's sermon will explore the ministry of the Rev. 

Dr. King. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MARCH 8 

Daylight Saving Time begins March 8 at 2 am.  If you forget to "Spring Forward" you'll be one hour 

late for church. 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "An Imperfect Hero," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The first of two sermons on Imperfection: In the movie Selma, the relationship between Dr. King and his wife is a 

strained one. In a particularly tense scene, she asks him to confess to cheating after receiving a recording of a man, 

presumably King, having sex with another woman. If this is true, can we still celebrate the life of M.L. King? On the 

50th anniversary of the Selma marches, the sermon will explore this question. 

* Music:  9:30 am Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano; 11:15 am Choir; Don Bryn, 

piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 
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* Religious Education (during the 11:15 service): 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Children's Chapel: Children's Chapel begins with all of the children and youth in our program. The kids arrive 

and sign in with their age-specific classrooms and then we all join in the West Wing. Children's Chapel begins when 

all of the kids have arrived and lasts about 15 minutes.  After Children's Chapel the kids go back to their designated 

age-based classrooms and continue their lessons from our Tapestry of Faith curriculum. Our Youth Group also 

joins Children's Chapel in the beginning and goes back to their open forum format centered on our Neighboring 

Faiths curriculum.  

Pre-K-Kindergarten: A Discovering Year 

1st - 5th Grade: World of Wonder: Beauty in Nature 

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Neighboring Faiths 

* Forum:  Walk-a-Thon for Campaign Finance Reform 

Following her 330 mile, 6-week march from Sarasota to the steps of the State Capitol in Tallahassee to garner 

support for "Move to Amend," an 81-year-old widow presents the case for campaign finance reform via an 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in light of two U.S. Supreme Court decisions (Citizens United v. Federal 

Elections Commission and McCutcheon v. FEC) that are drowning American democracy in a flood of election 

money.  Presenter, Rhana Bazzini; Moderator, DeeAnna Dowdle. 

* 10:20 am to 11:05 am Climate Workshop:  Divestment from Fossil Fuels:  Putting the Brakes on 

Fossil Fuel Companies 

There is a new divestment movement growing across the globe. Come learn about its goals and strategies.  Also, 

does it affect you?  Do you have investments in fossil fuels?  Do you belong to or support organizations that have 

investments in fossil fuels?  Do you think it will have an effect? Let's talk about what we can do to participate in this 

movement, and what the Unitarian Universalist Association and your church are doing.  We'll look back at a famous 

divestiture movement, too, the one which helped break the back of South Africa's Apartheid system. 

Presented by Julie Leach in the West Wing. Julie serves on our church Board of Trustees as our Treasurer.  She also 

serves as a member of our church's and another local organization's endowment boards. She has an MBA, is a CPA, 

and enjoys managing investments and discussing them. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Sunday will be Second Sunday Potluck after the service.  Please bring a main dish for eight.  All are 

welcome. 

 

 



* And the Winners are.... 

Four pledge cards were drawn from those submitted on kickoff Sunday or before. The winners will receive two 

tickets to any La Musica Chamber Music Concert at the Sarasota Opera House in April. The lucky winners are: 

Ginny Burlingame 

Karen Rush 

Lori Gentile 

Mariano Vera and Thomas Brannin 

Congratulations to all....and enjoy the music! 

* Early St. Patrick's Day here Sunday at 3 pm 

Ever wonder what Molly Malone really had in that wheelbarrow? Or how a ship's crew handles a drunken sailor? Or 

what really happened to Col. Farrow's money on Gilgarra Mountain? All those questions will be answered on 

Sunday afternoon when the biggest Irish celebration in Sarasota comes to the Sanctuary for an Early St. Patrick's 

Day festival. Ex-pat Paul Duffy and friends will entertain and the dancers from the Drake School of Irish Dance will 

fill the aisles in their full Irish regalia. You won't want to miss it. Admission is $15 at the door and the net proceeds 

go to the church. 

* Zen Buddhism Workshop this Sunday at 7 pm 

Do you know who you are? It's harder than you think to answer that question. Every Sunday night we try to help 

you (and ourselves) understand more about how we hide behind our facade. We do this through the age-old practice 

of Zen Buddhism. Join us. It's open, it's public and sometimes it could even be described as fun. Come to the 

Jefferson Room at 7 pm. 

* Have you made your pledge yet? 

If you have not already done so, please submit your pledge card as soon as you can. What's the hurry? We need to 

present our 2015-16 budget to the congregation at the end of March, and it would be very helpful to know how 

much money we can count on for our operating budget and our new initiatives. (Refer to the Q&A in your pledge 

packet for details.) If we make our goal we can accomplish our "wish" list; if we don't, well, we may have to cut back. 

So, please, submit a pledge you are comfortable with. We appreciate anything you can do, no matter how much or 

how little. Thank you! 

* UU Sarasota has formed a task force that is exploring a multi-site congregation in the Lakewood 

Ranch area. This area is exploding in growth.  The Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota has also grown. A 

presence in Lakewood Ranch would allow new people to discover what Unitarian Universalism is about without 

having to drive to Sarasota. UU churches in Albuquerque, San Diego, and Houston have used this model 

successfully. The task force would love to have feedback and ideas from the congregation. Please stop by our table in 

the courtyard to share your ideas, or contact Intern Minister Katie Culbert with your thoughts. 



* If you park in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot, please move your car by 2:00 p.m.  The High 

School provides extra parking space to us on Sundays during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main 

Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow 

the signs to the church. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Our fiscal year is winding down, yet there is still much to accomplish.  You should have received the official notice of 

the annual meeting, and I do hope you will plan to attend.  While the agenda is pretty well set, we are still working 

to present you with the proposed budget.  Of course, the proposed budget depends on the results of the Stewardship 

Drive which we hope to wrap up in just two weeks' time. 

   

The current year has been successful in so many ways:  almost every goal has been met.  The congregation has 

shown much appreciation for the volunteers behind these activities, and I hope that I have thanked all of them at 

least once.  It is easy to rattle off the activities but we all know that there was a tremendous amount of work behind 

the Stewardship Drive, Flea Market, Serendipity Auction, Climate Change Symposium and the Fall Dinner.  I've 

only mentioned the very visible activities, but there is also a lot of work in projects less visible.  I hope you will look 

around the courtyard this Sunday and see the UUCS members who are staffing the various tables representing the 

many projects which are ongoing and which take lots of behind-the-scenes effort.  You can see the tables in the 

courtyard every Sunday.  It's impossible to mention all of these projects, but my appreciation goes out to 

those volunteers who plan the Pot Luck lunches, toil in landscaping, stage the art exhibits, run the media center in 

the Sanctuary, and help staff the administrative office, and more. 

  

All of the activities are important parts of the UUCS community and, along with the ministry of Rev. Fritts, help to 

attract new members.  We have passed 400 members and we are thriving with the help of a wonderful staff. 

  

Finally I am so proud of the good works our congregation does in the community.  Congratulations on your support 

of the BackPack Program and the successful installation of a mother and her three children into a home that they 

can afford.  You are all to be congratulated. 

Many thanks to all for all that you do. 

Bill Payton  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Join the Southwest Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice for World Peace Day, March 14, from 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at our UUCS.  Keynote speaker will be Jose Godinez-Samperio who overcame huge 

hurdles to get his education, with nearly 10 years of legal battles and three branches of government to clear his path 

to practice law. On Nov. 20, 2014, he became the first undocumented immigrant admitted to the Florida Bar.   The 

program will also include a panel discussion and announcement of the Elisabeth Schilder Award for Courage in 



Religious Tolerance, and the Duisberg Award for Peace and Justice.  Dozens of local peace & justice organizations 

will be on hand all day. Admission $10.  Flyer at the Social Justice table after the service. 

* There's something new in the Lexow Wing Gallery! "Making a Social Statement with Your Art" - an 

exhibit by our UUCS members and friends - illustrates how art can be another way to communicate our concerns 

about the world. Come see what your creative friends have to say. The artist's reception is scheduled for Sunday, 

March 15th (after the second service), so mark your calendar! 

* See Sarasota and More 

Tuesday, March 31 

Our March trip will be a tour of the Patriot Plaza and National Veteran's Cemetery in Sarasota.   We will see 

sculptures, art, and photographs from the Civil War to the present.  There is also a 2,800 covered seat amphitheater 

for veteran-related ceremonies. Patriot Plaza sites and ceremonies are available to any honorably discharged 

veteran, their spouse, and dependents. After our tour we will have lunch at the Super Buffet at Fruitville and 

Honore.  There is no charge for the tour, but donations are accepted.  You will pay for your lunch individually.  

Registration for the trip will take place on Sundays, March 8 and 15 after each service. 

* TRIP TO TRANSYVANIA (ROMANIA)  

Sign up for our Sarasota Unitarian excursion to Transylvania with Rev. Roger Fritts, with a possible side trip to 

Budapest. Only a few seats are left "in the van" so register now.  Please go to the Unitarian Universalist Partnership 

Church Council website (www.uupcc.org), click on the pilgrimage bar and then click the drop down menu on "group 

pilgrimages." If you scroll to the bottom of the page, you will see a field for "register code." Into that field, type the 

code for the Sarasota trip, which is 2915369.  The deadline for registration is April 15. We are asking if we can 

extend it, but you will not regret registering now! 

* Get Together Dinners 

Now is the time to sign up for our Spring Get Together Dinners. The dates are April 25, May 23 and June 27. It is a 

great way to get to know new friends at the church and/or reacquaint with old friends.  The dinners (usually 6 to 12 

people) are held in people's homes.  The host provides the main dish and guests bring the sides, hors d'oeuvres, and 

dessert. Registration forms are available at the Get Together Dinner table in the courtyard or save paper and 

register online www.uusarasota.org 

Deadline for registering is March 29. 

Sara Slate, Joan Evans, Nancy Reger, Get Together Dinners Committee 

* Calling UUCS artists to participate in our Spring UU Artists Market on Sunday, March 22 from 9 

AM - 1 PM.  Church member and church friend artists with small handcrafted items, such as clothing, glass items, 

jewelry, mosaics and pottery, may request a table.  A donation of $15 to UUCS is suggested.  There are only 6 tables 

available, so contact Kathy Cook as soon as possible if you want to request one (kcook2@mac.com). 
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OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Solar Energy Petition Update: Sponsors of the petition to expand solar energy in Florida received enough 

signatures to take the proposed ballot language to the Florida Supreme Court for approval. The next step will be to 

gather 600,000 signatures statewide to put the initiative on the 2016 ballot. We will have the new petition as soon 

as it is available. 

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that do not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please. 

* Share Your Pantry: Each Sunday we have the opportunity to share our home pantries with Bethesda House. 

Canned vegetables, bottled water, toilet paper and other food items are coming in every Sunday. Thank you! 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table. 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing Statue. Wear 

white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.  

* Racism 2015: We Need to Keep Talking: March 21, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at First Congregational 

United Church of Christ, 1031 S Euclid Ave, Sarasota. Keynote speaker will be Carolyn Mason, Sarasota County 

Commissioner, Chair.  Call 953-7044 for more information. 

* Privatization Schemes: The Latest Assault on Public Schools: March 28 at 10:30 AM at UUCS.  Speaker, Rob 

Boston, is the Communications Director at Americans United for Separation of Church and State in Washington, 

DC. 

* UU Social Justice Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando.  This "Free the Giant Within" 

workshop will include two afternoon breakout sessions and a session on Commit2Respond.  Call Martha Hartgering 

at 352-242-2437 or email her posturenurse@yahoo.com with any questions. 

* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Join Florida UUs in Tallahassee March 23-24 for education and training 

about how the FL legislature works and for face-to-face meetings with legislators. Hotel housing is subsidized by 

UU Justice Florida. Monday night dinner is courtesy of UU Church of Tallahassee. For more information and free 

registration: www.uujusticefl.org. 
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* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and Action. April 10-11 in Orlando.  For 

information and registration see: http://interfaithflorida.com/  

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for 

serving meals at Salvation Army; Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-

recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school; Flyer on Monthly Community Leadership Dialogue 

at New College. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 15 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "Hiding in the Tumbleweeds," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

A TV news anchor is in trouble for  "misrepresenting events." His story reminds me of a sermon about lying I gave 

to the Search Committee of this church several years ago. Today I will share an updated version of this sermon with 

the congregation. 

* Music:  9:30 am and 11:15 am:  C.Y. Hong, Sarasota Orchestra, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie 

Allman, organ. 

* Forum:  To be announced. 

* 10:20 - 11:05 Climate Workshop, "Affirming Life" 

George Marshall (the climate author, not the General) says that much of the current  narrative about climate change 

has been inadvertently framed in language that appears to deny opportunities for the future of life. That's for good 

reason since life, as we know it, is seriously threatened and is certain to change.   But there's another narrative yet to 

be written that tells how climate change can be a window to rekindle the deepest human values we hold in common, 

to regain our focus on what really matters and find joy and meaning in the active affirmation of life.  Marshall 

suggests that this could ultimately be the narrative that brings us together. Common human values?  Focus on what 

really matters?   The affirmation of life? Who does that remind you of?  Together we'll pause to reflect on what our 

particular religious community brings to this moment in history. Presented by Brock Leach in the West Wing. 
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