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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

A colleague (John Robinson) once wrote about public television's fund drives.  "They are endlessly asking for 

money. It makes me angry." However, at the urging of his 7-year-old daughter, he sent in a check. "It was amazing 

how much less angry I felt about the fund drive after I made my gift. I even began to cheer the fund raisers on." He 

felt like he was part of a team of supporters. He wanted everyone to join the team. 

  

Our new fiscal year starts April 1. We are finalizing the budget. Many of you have turned in your pledge card. If you 

have not, and if you find yourself annoyed because we are asking for your pledge, try generosity. It may turn you to 

cheering us on! 

SATURDAY EVENT 

* Join the Southwest Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice for World Peace Day, March 14, 

from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at our church.  Keynote speaker will be Jose Godinez-Samperio who overcame 

huge hurdles to get his education, with nearly 10 years of legal battles and three branches of government to clear his 

path to practice law. On November 20, 2014, he became the first undocumented immigrant admitted to the Florida 

Bar. The program will also include a panel discussion, moderated by Henry Raines. The panelists will be Jose 

Godinez-Samperio; a representative of the CIW; Kate Sundberg who is a 16-year-old resident of Sarasota and a 

Quaker; Catalina Kayoorawongs of UnidosNow; and Ken Shelin, a former Sarasota city commissioner.  The 

program will also include the announcement of the Elisabeth Schilder Award for Courage in Religious Tolerance, 

and the Duisberg Award for Peace and Justice.  Dozens of local peace & justice organizations will be on hand all day. 

Admission $10. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MARCH 15 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  "Hiding in the Tumbleweeds," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

A TV news anchor is in trouble for  "misrepresenting events." His story reminds me of a sermon about lying I gave 

to the Search Committee of this church several years ago. Today I will share an updated version of this sermon with 

the congregation.  

* Music:  9:30 am and 11:15 am:  C.Y. Hong, Sarasota Orchestra, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie 

Allman, organ. 

WEEKLY 



Today's musician is violinist Chung-Yon Hong.  Ms. Hong received her M.A. and M.M. at The Julliard School and 

presented her New York Recital Debut in Carnegie Hall in 1997.  Since she began her studies in Australia, she has 

studied with many great virtuosi around the world and has also been a scholarship, fellowship and concerto 

competition winner at the following:  Meadowmount School of Music, Killington, Aspen, Breckenridge, Hampden-

Sydney chamber music, Spoleto USA/Italy and Verbier Music Festival, Switzerland.  She is currently permanent 4th 

chair 1st violin of the Sarasota Orchestra. Recently she also has been a member of the Des Moines Metro Opera 

Orchestra and the Santa Fe Opera Orchestra.  She has been on the adjunct violin faculty at the State College of 

Florida for six years. 

* Religious Education (during the 11:15 service) with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be 

reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Pre-K-Kindergarten: "A Discovering Year" 

Grades 1-5: Holy Days & Holidays: St. Patrick's Day 

  

Youth Group (Grades 6-12):  Neighboring Faiths - Buddhism. Special Guest Paul Lewis. Paul has been 

practicing Buddhism for the past 40 years and is involved with the Zen Group here at UU Sarasota Sunday 

evenings.   

* 10:20 am Forum:  "Homelessness in Sarasota."  What can be done to improve the situation of the 

homeless in our city and county?  Presenter, Ali Kleber; Moderator, DeeAnna Dowdle. 

  

Ali Kleber is a Member of the Board of Directors of the Suncoast Partnership to End Homelessness; a counselor to 

the homeless at Resurrection House; and President of the non-profit organization, Sarasota Outreach Solutions, 

Inc., which she established with her husband Bill, the goal of which is to establish an overnight shelter for the 

homeless in the Sarasota area. 

* 10:20 - 11:05 Climate Workshop, "Affirming Life" 

George Marshall (the climate author, not the General) says that much of the current  narrative about climate change 

has been inadvertently framed in language that appears to deny opportunities for the future of life. That's for good 

reason since life, as we know it, is seriously threatened and is certain to change.   But there's another narrative yet to 

be written that tells how climate change can be a window to rekindle the deepest human values we hold in common, 

to regain our focus on what really matters and find joy and meaning in the active affirmation of life.  Marshall 

suggests that this could ultimately be the narrative that brings us together. Common human values?  Focus on what 

really matters?   The affirmation of life? Who does that remind you of?  Together we'll pause to reflect on what our 

particular religious community brings to this moment in history. Presented by Brock Leach in the West Wing. 
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OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* This Sunday, March 15, at 12:15 pm (after the second service), please join the UUCS Arts Council 

in the Lexow Wing Gallery for the reception for "Making a Social Statement with Your Art," an 

exhibit by our UUCS members and friends. See how art can be another way to communicate our concerns about the 

world, learn what your creative friends have to say, and meet the artists. 

* If you haven't pledged yet... 

please do so as soon as possible so that we can close out our campaign and get on with the business of being UUs. 

We also need to present our new budget to the congregation at the annual meeting on March 29, and we need to 

know how much money we can count on for our operating budget and our new initiatives. If we make our goal, we 

can accomplish our "wish" list; if we don't, well, we may have to cut back. So, please, submit a pledge you are 

comfortable with - sooner rather than later. We appreciate anything you can do, no matter how much or how little. 

Thank you! 

* "You might be a Unitarian and not know it."  This statement, used a number of years ago, was normally 

connected with one or two of our core principles with the hope of helping the reader see themselves as potential 

members of a local UU community.  

The Lakewood Ranch Taskforce thinks that there are very likely a lot of potential UUs living in and near 

Lakewood Ranch who might be interested in attending a program, or group close to their home.  We're talking 

about ways to learn who these people are and what kinds of programs and service opportunities would be a good 

match for them.  We'll share our findings as 2015 progresses with the goal of involving our current UU members in 

a new relationship with a nearby community that is growing and might include many UUs at heart. 

* As many of you know, UU member Jody McBrien has been working with women and girls in post-

war northern Uganda since 2010. She and her colleague from Lesley University have co-edited a book of 

narratives by the women with whom they have become close over the years, entitled Cold Water: Women and Girls 

of Lira, Uganda. The remarkable women include some discussion of the war years, but emphasize their resistance 

and courage through the war and their role in rebuilding their community post-war. Fountain Publishing, the 

largest publisher in Uganda, has accepted the book, but they want up-front production costs (not unusual). I have 

mounted a crowd-sourcing campaign on Kickstarter to get these costs funded so that all of the proceeds can go to 

the women and to school scholarships for the girls. If you would like to contribute (and/or spread  the word), please 

go to https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/320807438/cold-water-women-and-girls-of-lira-uganda.  We have 

only two more weeks to reach our goal. Thank you! Jody McBrien 

* UUCS Concerts Program 

Our St. Patrick's Day concert on March 8 raised a ton of money through the combined efforts of UUCS 

volunteers and dedicated staff. Throughout its five-year history the program has been faithfully looked after by Don 

and Sara Slate, and this time they were ably aided by Diane and Dick Happy.  Bill Dalgarno threw off his 

Scots kilt (figuratively speaking) to act as moderator for the program.  Honorary Irishman Tom Cook skillfully 
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handled our audio and Richard Czina contributed his time and considerable expertise to project a live video of the 

performers onto our big screen. It was a special pleasure to see nine children in Irish regalia dance their way 

through the aisles, then be projected onto the big screen. And, of course, we'd like to give a special thank you 

to Judy McGrath who answered endless calls about the concert with her usual patience and grace. 

So far, the revenue raised through our concerts has contributed $3,000 to the Backpack Program, $1,500 toward 

the new sign on Fruitville, $500 for the air-conditioning system in the Sanctuary and $500 to renovate the outdoor 

restrooms. This concert will enable us to support more projects at UUCS. We hope to see you at a future concert. 

--Don and Barbara DeMaio, the concert people. 

* If you park in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot, please move your car by 2:00 p.m.  The High 

School provides extra parking space to us on Sundays during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main 

Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow 

the signs to the church.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* The UUCS Board of Trustees will be holding its monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Lexow Wing. This meeting is open to our church community, and the agenda may be found on our 

website. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog We will begin our book study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the 

Philosophy of Religions by Tom Christenson thisWednesday, March 18, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West 

Wing sponsored by Advocates for Religious Literacy. If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up for our 

email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so desire. No advanced reading is 

required. To sign up for the email list, or for additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 

365-4027. 

* QIGONG FOR HEALTH AND VITALITY - Qigong is a self-healing art that originated in ancient China.  It 

combines movement, meditation, and self-applied massage to maintain health, prevent and treat illness, reduce 

stress, and bring harmony to the mind, body, and spirit.  New classes will start on Thursday, March 19, 10-11 

a.m. in the West Wing, and will continue through Thursday, May 14.  The cost is $32 for the series of eight classes.  

For more information, please contact Nancy Saum, Tel: 703 297-1749, nancy.saum@gmail.com. 

* Come to the UU Artists Market in the Lexow Wing to shop for items made by UU members and UU friends 

on Sunday, March 22 between 9 AM and 1 PM.  There will be fused glass, contemporary pearl jewelry as well as 

silver/gold wire jewelry, mosaics and pottery. You can also enjoy the food that the artists have brought.  You too are 

invited to participate in the Market; contact Kathy Cook kcook2@mac.com as soon as possible if you would like a 

table. 
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* See Sarasota and More 

Tuesday, March 31 

Our March trip will be a tour of the Patriot Plaza and National Veteran's Cemetery in Sarasota.   We will see 

sculptures, art, and photographs from the Civil War to the present.  There is also a 2,800 covered seat amphitheater 

for veteran-related ceremonies. Patriot Plaza sites and ceremonies are available to any honorably discharged 

veteran, their spouse, and dependents. After our tour we will have lunch at the Super Buffet at Fruitville and 

Honore.  There is no charge for the tour, but donations are accepted.  You will pay for your lunch individually.  

Registration for the trip will take place in the courtyard after each service. 

* How did this slip by you?  Yoga Stretching and Meditative Breathing is offered every Monday at 4 pm in 

the Jefferson Room.  Come try it for free and after that $5 for entire six-week session.  No equipment needed, just 

loose stretchy clothing.  Do only those stretches that are comfortable for you and leave with a calm, clear, relaxed 

mind. Dana McMaster is a delightful teacher. 

* TRIP TO TRANSYLVANIA (ROMANIA) 

Sign up for our Sarasota Unitarian excursion to Transylvania with Rev. Roger Fritts, with a possible side trip to 

Budapest. Only a few seats are left "in the van" so register now.  Please go to the Unitarian Universalist Partnership 

Church Council website (www.uupcc.org), click on the pilgrimage bar and then click the drop down menu on "group 

pilgrimages." If you scroll to the bottom of the page, you will see a field for "register code." Into that field, type the 

code for the Sarasota trip, which is 2915369.  The deadline for registration is April 15. We are asking if we can 

extend it, but you will not regret registering now! 

* Get Together Dinners 

Now is the time to sign up for our Spring Get Together Dinners. The dates are April 25, May 23 and June 27. It is a 

great way to get to know new friends at the church and/or reacquaint with old friends.  The dinners (usually 6 to 12 

people) are held in people's homes.  The host provides the main dish and guests bring the sides, hors d'oeuvres, and 

dessert. Registration forms are available at the Get Together Dinner table in the courtyard or save paper and 

register online www.uusarasota.org 

Deadline for registering is March 29. 

Sara Slate, Joan Evans, Nancy Reger, Get Together Dinners Committee  

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Our February Share-the-Plate raised $3,388 for our Transition House project.  We now have enough 

to provide rent support to our family for the rest of the year. Thank you very much for your generous donations.  

Our next Share-the-Plate will be on March 22, and will be donated to Bethesda House. 
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* CIW Parade and Concert: On Saturday, March 21, farmworkers will gather with allies from across the U.S. 

for the first-ever Concert for Fair Food, harnessing the power of music to spark the consciousness of consumers and 

amplify the call for Publix and Wendy's to join the Campaign for Fair Food.  Grammy-winning and nationally 

recognized artists will be featured. See http://ciw-online.org/concert/join/ 

* Calling all Backpackers! Packers and drivers are needed April 15, April 29, May 13 and May 27.  

Information is available at the Backpack table in the courtyard after the second service. 

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that does not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please. 

* Bethesda House Food Pantry: What do we need?  Dry cereal, cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of peanut 

butter.  And, toilet paper - lots of it.  Many of the clients are homeless.  Place in collection box on Sanctuary 

walkway.  Thank you! 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table. 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing Statue. Wear 

white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, 

contact nadaevans@comcast.net. 

* Racism 2015: We Need to Keep Talking: March 21, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at First Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 1031 S Euclid Ave, Sarasota. Keynote speaker will be Carolyn Mason, Sarasota County 

Commissioner and Chair.  Call 953-7044 for more information. 

* Privatization Schemes: The Latest Assault on Public Schools: March 28 at 10:30 AM at UUCS.  Speaker, Rob 

Boston, is the Communications Director at Americans United for Separation of Church and State in Washington, 

DC. The event is free and open to the public. 

* UU Social Justice Empowerment Workshop: March 21 in Orlando.  This "Free the Giant Within" 

workshop will include two afternoon breakout sessions and a session on Commit2Respond.  Call Martha Hartgering 

at 352-242-2437 or email herposturenurse@yahoo.com with any questions. 

* UU Justice FL Legislative Day: Join Florida UUs in Tallahassee March 23-24 for education and training 

about how the FL legislature works and for face-to-face meetings with legislators. Hotel housing is subsidized by 

UU Justice Florida. Monday night dinner is courtesy of UU Church of Tallahassee.  For more information and free 

registration:www.uujusticefl.org 

* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and Action. April 10-11 in Orlando.  For 

information and registration see: http://interfaithflorida.com/ 
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* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for 

serving meals at Salvation Army; Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-

recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school; Flyer on Monthly Community Leadership Dialogue at New College. 

 COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 22 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "How Big is God?" Sermon by Rev. Michael McGee 

George Carlin said, "When it comes to God's existence, I'm not an atheist and I'm not an agnostic. I'm an acrostic. 

The whole thing puzzles me." God is puzzling for many of us, including myself. So let's see if we can put some pieces 

of the puzzle together and discover what's behind the many masks of God. 

Rev. Michael McGee served as a Unitarian Universalist minister for 40 years before retiring to Osprey, Florida with 

his wife Terry 2 years ago. He served congregations in Roanoke, Virginia; Meadville, Pennsylvania; New Orleans, 

Louisiana; Cleveland, Ohio; and he was minister emeritus of the UU Church of Arlington, Virginia. Terry was not 

only a minister's spouse for all those years and a therapist for some of them, but she is also the author of 75 

mysteries, romances, and women's fiction novels. Together they have four children and three grand-children.  

* Music:  9:30 a.m: Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano;11:15 a.m: Choir, Don 

Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 10:20 a.m. Forum:    "Are Our Brains Wired to Ignore Climate Change?" 

More than 97% of the world's scientists directly studying weather and climate agree that potentially catastrophic 

climate change is already happening, and that greenhouse gases created by human activity are the major 

contributor. Yet climate change is not a major topic in political discussion. Why is this? George Marshall, the author 

of a new book entitled "Don't Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are Wired to Ignore Climate Change," suggests 

that our minds "have an innate talent for seeing only what we want to see and disregarding what we would prefer 

not to know." Today's forum talk will focus on Marshall's book, describing some of the ways that our minds are 

programmed to avoid certain kinds of information. Presented by Peter Mermin, moderated by DeeAnna Dowdle. 

Peter Mermin was Professor of Psychology at Suffolk Community College on Long Island for 35 years and currently 
teaches at the Lifelong Learning Academy in Sarasota. 
  
* There are two Climate Workshops this Sunday, from 10:20 until 11:05:  

The Water Group in the Library:  Suzie Brucklacher - "Water and Climate Change." Our bodies are 60% water.  

About 71% of the earth's surface is covered with water, and her oceans hold about 96% of the earth's water.  Join us 

as we get in touch with our water and share water.  With joy and humor, we will discuss the personal and global 

issues related to the effect of climate change on our blue boat home.  Please bring a personal-sized drinking vessel.  

The Brain Group in the Jefferson Room and West Wing:  Lea Hall - For the first 20 minutes we will attend 

Peter Mermin's forum, "Are Our Brains Wired to Ignore Climate Change?" Then we will adjourn to the West Wing 



to continue our ongoing discussion about climate change communication, in light of the wealth of information in 

George Marshall's book. 

Please note that there are two climate workshops on March 22, one in the library and one in the West Wing. Your 

choice. 

ANNUAL MEETING: Sunday, March 29 after the second service. 

 


