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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Jim Raudabaugh will be in Transylvania next month and several of us will be visiting Hungary and Romania at the 

end of August. These trips are opportunities to learn about Hungarian Unitarians and about the culture and politics 

of central Europe.  

  

Regarding politics, Fidesz is the major political party in Hungary, winning 45% of the popular vote in a recent 

election. However, according to an article in this week's NYT, Fidesz may now be working in partnership with 

Jobbik, a Hungarian nationalist political party. They are scary. In 2012, one of Jobbik leaders called in parliament 

for Hungarian Jews to be catalogued and screened as potential national security risks. Jobbik received 21% of the 

vote, making it Hungary's third largest party in the National Assembly. 

  

Jobbik dedicates itself to supporting Hungarian minorities residing in adjoining countries. For example, the party 

demands territorial autonomy for the Szekely Land in Romania, where our partner church is located. On March 11, 

2014, in response to a demonstration in Marosvasarhely, (42 miles from our partner church in Korund), the 

Romanian president asked the Romanian Parliament to ban Jobbik members from Romania. 

  

I will be interested to hear the Unitarian Hungarian perspective on all of this when we visit in a few months. 

  

You can still sign up for our Sarasota Unitarian excursion to Transylvania with a possible side trip to Budapest. 

Please go to the Unitarian Universalist Partnership Church Council website (www.uupcc.org), click on the 

pilgrimage bar and then click the drop down menu on "group pilgrimages." If you scroll to the bottom of the page, 

you will see a field for "register code." Into that field, type the code for the Sarasota trip, which is 2915369.  The 

deadline for registration is April 15. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MARCH 22 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. "How Big is God?" Sermon by Rev. Michael McGee 

George Carlin said, "When it comes to God's existence, I'm not an atheist and I'm not an agnostic. I'm an acrostic. 

The whole thing puzzles me." God is puzzling for many of us, including myself. So let's see if we can put some pieces 

of the puzzle together and discover what's behind the many masks of God. 

WEEKLY 

http://www.uupcc.org/


Rev. Michael McGee served as a Unitarian Universalist minister for 40 years before retiring to Osprey, Florida with 

his wife Terry 2 years ago. He served congregations in Roanoke, Virginia; Meadville, Pennsylvania; New Orleans, 

Louisiana; Cleveland, Ohio; and he was minister emeritus of the UU Church of Arlington, Virginia. Terry was not 

only a minister's spouse for all those years and a therapist for some of them, but she is also the author of 75 

mysteries, romances, and women's fiction novels. Together they have four children and three grand-children. 

* Music:  9:30 a.m: Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano; 11:15 a.m: Choir, Don 

Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

Religious Education (during the 11:15 service) with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be 

reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Pre-K-5th Grade: All-age Kindness Stones Project: children will paint stones with our principles and what they 

believe we can do to be more kind to one another. We will later place the stones in our Memorial Garden as a 

reminder to be kind. 

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Buddhism: The Youth will be exploring other faiths and religions each month 

through an open-forum format run by the youth themselves based on the Neighboring Faiths Curriculum. During 

the month of March the religion is Buddhism. This week they will be visiting Kadampa Meditation Center here in 

Sarasota for their service: "Prayers for World Peace." 

* 10:20 a.m. Forum:    "Are Our Brains Wired to Ignore Climate Change?" 

More than 97% of the world's scientists directly studying weather and climate agree that potentially catastrophic 

climate change is already happening, and that greenhouse gases created by human activity are the major 

contributor. Yet climate change is not a major topic in political discussion. Why is this? George Marshall, the author 

of a new book entitled "Don't Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are Wired to Ignore Climate Change," suggests 

that our minds "have an innate talent for seeing only what we want to see and disregarding what we would prefer 

not to know." Today's forum talk will focus on Marshall's book, describing some of the ways that our minds are 

programmed to avoid certain kinds of information. Presented by Peter Mermin, moderated by DeeAnna Dowdle. 

Peter Mermin was Professor of Psychology at Suffolk Community College on Long Island for 35 years and currently 

teaches at the Lifelong Learning Academy in Sarasota. 

* There are two Climate Workshops this Sunday, from 10:20 until 11:05: 

The Water Group in the Library:  Suzie Brucklacher - "Water and Climate Change." Our bodies are 60% water.  

About 71% of the earth's surface is covered with water, and her oceans hold about 96% of the earth's water.  Join us 

as we get in touch with our water and share water.  With joy and humor, we will discuss the personal and global 

issues related to the effect of climate change on our blue boat home.  Please bring a personal-sized drinking vessel. 

mailto:rbucher@uusarasota.org


The Brain Group in the Jefferson Room and West Wing:  Lea Hall - For the first 20 minutes we will attend 

Peter Mermin's forum, "Are Our Brains Wired to Ignore Climate Change?" Then we will adjourn to the West Wing 

to continue our ongoing discussion about climate change communication, in light of the wealth of information in 

George Marshall's book. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Share The Plate: BETHESDA HOUSE - Food Pantry 

Bethesda House is a day center program providing support for those affected by HIV/AIDS.  Services are provided 

with compassion, dignity and respect.  Bethesda House provides a non-discrimination setting where individuals 

regardless of their sexual orientation, sex, race or age can receive services.  

Volunteers from our congregation have been working in Bethesda House's food pantry and administrative office for 

over six years.  The UUCS weekly food collection is also donated to Bethesda House.  Our Share the Plate 

collection today will go directly to the food pantry at Bethesda House.  

* Come to the UU Artists Market in the Lexow Wing to shop for items made by UU members and UU friends 

on Sunday, March 22 between 9 AM and 1 PM.  There will be fused glass, contemporary pearl jewelry as well as 

silver/gold wire jewelry, mosaics and pottery. You can also enjoy the food that the artists have brought.   

* If you park in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot, please move your car by 2:00 p.m.  The High 

School provides extra parking space to us on Sundays during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main 

Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow 

the signs to the church. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* ANNUAL MEETING:  Save the Date!  On Sunday, March 29th, immediately following the 11:15 a.m. 

service, we will hold the UUCS Annual Congregational Membership Meeting and the annual meeting of the UUCS 

Endowment Board.  Items to be considered for vote by the members are:  Election of Board of Trustees, members 

for both organizations, members of the UUCS Nominating Committee and the church's 2015-16 budget.  There are 

printed copies of the agenda and supporting materials available in the church office. 

* Take Action for Climate Change! 

The Equal Exchange (EE) Coffee Co-Op has issued the Red Cherry Challenge!  For every pound of coffee we sell 

through May 31, EE will donate ten cents to the Red Cherry Fund.  This fund will help coffee growers in Guatemala 

prepare for the effects of climate change.  Currently, Coffee Leaf Rust is devastating the farms of Guatemala.  Micro-

grants from EE, along with trade solidarity, research, and innovation will help the farmers - who grow our coffee - 

recover from the Rust and prepare for future challenges.  See the insert in your Order of Service, stop by the Social 

Justice table after the service, or contact Justice@uusarasota.org for more information.  

mailto:Justice@uusarasota.org


* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom Christenson 

this Wednesday, March 25, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for Religious 

Literacy. We will discuss Part 1 Questioning the Philosophy of Religion and particularly Questioning Assumptions 

about Religious Beliefs. If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up for our email list. You can read the 

thoughts of others and share your own ideas. No advanced reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for 

additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Gwen Hoerr Jordan, the daughter of members Ed and Judy Hoerr, will be the keynote speaker at 

the upcoming ACLU/Sarasota Annual Meeting, Saturday, March 28th at 2:30 - 4 p.m. in Selby 

Library's Geldbart Auditorium.  Her subject will be "In Prison Until Proven Innocent."  Gwen Jordan is a Law 

Professor and Attorney for The Illinois Innocence Project. 

* See Sarasota and More 

Tuesday, March 31 

Our March trip will be a tour of the Patriot Plaza and National Veteran's Cemetery in Sarasota.   We will see 

sculptures, art, and photographs from the Civil War to the present.  There is also a 2,800 covered seat amphitheater 

for veteran-related ceremonies. Patriot Plaza sites and ceremonies are available to any honorably discharged 

veteran, their spouse, and dependents. After our tour we will have lunch at the Super Buffet at Fruitville and 

Honore.  There is no charge for the tour, but donations are accepted.  You will pay for your lunch individually.  

Registration for the trip will take place in the courtyard after each service. 

* Get Together Dinners 

Now is the time to sign up for our Spring Get Together Dinners. The dates are April 25, May 23 and June 27. It is a 

great way to get to know new friends at the church and/or reacquaint with old friends.  The dinners (usually 6 to 12 

people) are held in people's homes.  The host provides the main dish and guests bring the sides, hors d'oeuvres, and 

dessert. Registration forms are available at the Get Together Dinner table in the courtyard or save paper and 

register online www.uusarasota.org 

Deadline for registering is March 29. 

Sara Slate, Joan Evans, Nancy Reger, Get Together Dinners Committee 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday.   

* CIW Parade and Concert: On Saturday, March 21, farmworkers will gather with allies from across the U.S. 

for the first-ever Concert for Fair Food, harnessing the power of music to spark the consciousness of consumers and 
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amplify the call for Publix and Wendy's to join the Campaign for Fair Food.  Grammy-winning and nationally 

recognized artists will be featured. See http://ciw-online.org/concert/join/  

 * Calling all Backpack-ers! Packers and drivers are needed April 29, May 13 and May 27.  Information is 

available at the Backpack table in the courtyard after the second service.  

* Reading Tutors & Mentors for Summer: Several area organizations will be needing volunteers to play with 

children, read to children, tutor children on school basics.  Volunteer mentors for UnidosNow's college prep 

program will be needed, as well.  No details yet, but if you're interested, please sign up at the Social Justice table 

after the Sunday service.  

* Immigration Rights Petition:  Help pass supportive legislation to ensure a person's immigration is not used 

as a disqualifying factor in regards to their driving eligibility.  

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that does not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please.  

* Bethesda House Food Pantry: What do we need?  Dry cereal, cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of peanut 

butter.  And, toilet paper - lots of it.  Many of the clients are homeless.  Place in collection box on Sanctuary 

walkway.  Thank you!  

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table.  

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 

Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.   

* Privatization Schemes - The Latest Assault on Public Schools: Americans United for Separation of Church and 

State and the UUCS Social Justice Committee present Rob Boston, Director of Communication for Americans 

United. Saturday March 28 at 10:30 AM at UUCS. Contact auchapter57@gmail.com or 377-1003.  

* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and Action. April 10-11 in Orlando.  For 

information and registration see: http://interfaithflorida.com/   

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for 

serving meals at Salvation Army; Signup sheets for summer work with children; Lots of petitions; Collection box for 

school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school; Flyer on 

Monthly Community Leadership Dialogue at New College. 

http://ciw-online.org/concert/join/
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COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 29 

ANNUAL MEETING: Sunday, March 29 after the second service. 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m:  "Riding to Jerusalem for Passover," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

Palm Sunday commemorates the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem where he and his friends went to have a 

traditional Passover meal and to teach the people in Jerusalem about love. Of course, that week things did not go 

well for Jesus. 

* Music:  9:30  and 11:15 a.m. Lea Rothe, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* Forum 10:20 to 11:05 a.m, "Military Drones and the Thirst for War" 

Are military drones effective, and do they save lives?  Is state-sponsored assassination by drone our own brand of 

terrorism, as some claim?  Will drone assassinations prevent or cause broader wars?  The answers to these and 

other questions are neither simple nor clear.  Presented by Don Diddams. 

* Climate Workshop 10:20 to 11:05 am, "Rolling Forward, Looking Back" 

As the Climate Workshops draw to a close, this final workshop reviews the series and previews plans for Earth 

Sunday, April 19, and beyond. 

 


