
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29, 2015 Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota (UUCS) 
 

3975 Fruitville Road, Sarasota FL 34232 (941) 371-4974 Fax (941) 377-4897 www.uusarasota.org 

 

MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

A church consultant told me the story of a gulf coast church (not Unitarian Universalist) that had declining 

numbers. The leadership called a congregational meeting to close the church, sell the building and send a check to 

the denomination.  The day of the meeting, they did not have a quorum, so they could not legally vote to close the 

church. 

  

Soon after this failed gathering, a hurricane flattened the church. The leadership called a second congregational 

meeting. A big crowd showed up. Someone made a motion to rebuild. It passed and the church is still going today. 

The moral: Few of us want to spend our time going to a meeting to close a church, but many of us want to be part of 

the excitement of building a church. 

  

I invite you to attend our exciting annual meeting Sunday at 12:30 and participate in the enthusiasm, the energy, 

the passion of our growing congregation, and hear about our ideas for the future. (If this appeal is not enough, come 

because we will also have food!) 

SATURDAY EVENT 

* Gwen Hoerr Jordan, the daughter of members Ed and Judy Hoerr, will be the keynote speaker at 

the upcoming ACLU/Sarasota Annual Meeting, Saturday, March 28th at 2:30 - 4 p.m. in Selby 

Library's Geldbart Auditorium.  Her subject will be "In Prison Until Proven Innocent."  Gwen Jordan is a Law 

Professor and Attorney for The Illinois Innocence Project. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MARCH 29 

THE ANNUAL MEETING will be held after the second service. 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m:  "Riding to Jerusalem for Passover," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

Palm Sunday commemorates the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem where he and his friends went to have a 

traditional Passover meal and to teach the people in Jerusalem about love. Of course, that week things did not go 

well for Jesus. 

* Music:  9:30 and 11:15 a.m. Leah Rothe, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

WEEKLY 



Leah Rothe has been providing violin music to Tampa Bay and Central Florida for ten years. She holds a Bachelor of 

Arts in Violin Performance and has studied alongside the internationally renowned Miami String Quartet. She 

performs regularly with Orlando Philharmonic, Disney/Epcot Orchestras, and other Florida orchestras as needed. 

In most recent years, she has been booked for nearly 40 solo weddings and events per year while maintaining her 

symphony career. 

* Forum 10:20 to 11:05 a.m, "Military Drones and the Thirst for War" 

Are military drones effective, and do they save lives?  Is state-sponsored assassination by drone our own brand of 

terrorism, as some claim?  Will drone assassinations prevent or cause broader wars?  The answers to these and 

other questions are neither simple nor clear.    Presented by Don Diddams. 

* Climate Workshop 10:20 to 11:05 am, "Rolling Forward, Looking Back" 

As the Climate Workshops draw to a close, this final workshop reviews the series and previews plans for Earth 

Sunday, April 19, and beyond. 

Religious Education (during the 11:15 service) with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be 

reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available.  

Pre-K-5th Grade: Musical Guest Robert Killian will be here to promote the upcoming "Pete's Gang" concert 

honoring Pete Seeger to be held here at our church April 12 at 3 pm.  

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Neighboring Faiths: Buddhism. Special Guest Paul Lewis. Paul has been 

practicing Buddhism for the past 40 years and is involved with the Zen Group here at the Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Sarasota on Sunday evenings.   

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Vote on Commit2Respond at the Annual Meeting on March 29 

Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting of the congregation on Sunday, March 29 at 12:30 pm in the sanctuary.  

Among other business items, we'll be voting on a resolution to participate in Commit2Respond, the UU-wide 

initiative to take action for climate justice (www.commit2respond.org). The resolution will officially authorize our 

church to participate and will ask the Commit2Respond Task Force to recommend congregational actions to the 

Board for approval.   We'll briefly describe the leading action ideas we've collected so far to:  1. Shift to a low-carbon 

future;  2. Advance the human rights of affected communities; and 3. Grow the climate justice movement.  And 

you'll be asked to weigh in with your preferences too.  There's no topic more important to our future.  Please join us! 

 

mailto:rbucher@uusarasota.org
http://www.commit2respond.org/


* Stewardship Pledges Reach 75% of Congregation 

A big hearty "Thank You" to all who have pledged this month. It is very important that we get everyone's pledge by 

Sunday - when the budget will be presented and voted on. So, if you are in the wonderful 75% who pledged, thank 

you so much. We won't "bug" you again until next year. If you are able and haven't pledged yet, please call the office 

post haste and give Roberta or Judy your commitment for this new church year. 

* Get Together Dinners 

Today is the deadline to sign up for our Spring Get Together Dinners. The dates are Saturdays, April 25, May 23 and 

June 27. It is a great way to get to know new friends at the church and/or reacquaint with old friends.  The dinners 

(usually 6 to 12 people) are held in people's homes.  The host provides the main dish and guests bring the sides, 

hors d'oeuvres, and dessert. Registration forms are available at the Get Together Dinner table in the courtyard or 

save paper and register online www.uusarasota.org 

Sara Slate, Joan Evans, Nancy Reger, Get Together Dinners Committee 

* A recent item about the volunteers who maintain our concert program didn't include Frank 

Stocco, the person behind our fabulous and colorful posters. Frank has been designing and printing our 

posters virtually since the beginning of the concerts program. He generously announced this past week that all his 

work, including the bill for printing the posters, will benefit Transition House, the Social Justice program that helps 

people emerge from homelessness.  Thank you, Frank! 

* If you park in the Cardinal Mooney High School lot, please move your car by 2:00 p.m.  The High 

School provides extra parking space to us on Sundays during the season, for your convenience. Drive into the main 

Cardinal Mooney entrance, then to the far southwest corner of their parking lot, closest to the church, and follow 

the signs to the church. 

FREETHINKERS 

"My Gender Transition: An Uncomfortable Showdown with Fortune" is the topic for the next 

Freethinkers Briefing to be presented by Jean-David Parlier on Friday, April 10, from 10:00 to 11:30 am in the 

Sanctuary. Jean-David will discuss some of the obstacles that he encountered during his gender transition including 

acceptance issues surrounding family members, friends, neighbors, community members, employment situations, 

doing business in his community, and navigating the legal system. Using his own experiences as a tool, he hopes to 

enlighten his audiences with his unique perspective as a transgender individual in our society emphasizing "self" 

acceptance and sharing with others how to, "swim against the current" successfully. Through his company, Applied 

Veterinary Solutions, LLC, Jean-David provides consulting services to veterinary professionals who strive for 

excellence in their field. He is also a professionally trained artist, underwater photographer and avid marine 

conservationist volunteering with injured manatee rescue and rehabilitation efforts in Florida.  Jean-David can be 

reached via email at contact@jeandavidparlier.com. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

* See Sarasota and More 

Tuesday, March 31 

Our March trip will be a tour of the Patriot Plaza and National Veteran's Cemetery in Sarasota.   We will see 

sculptures, art, and photographs from the Civil War to the present.  There is also a 2,800 covered seat amphitheater 

for veteran-related ceremonies. Patriot Plaza sites and ceremonies are available to any honorably discharged 

veteran, their spouse, and dependents. After our tour we will have lunch at the Super Buffet at Fruitville and 

Honore.  There is no charge for the tour, but donations are accepted.  You will pay for your lunch individually.  

Registration for the trip will take place in the courtyard after each service. 

* Cinema Conversations - We meet again this Wednesday April 1st at 7pm in the Lexow Wing. We will focus 

on TWO films. "Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem" and "Deli Man." See one or the other or both on your own and 

join us for a great chat. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom 

Christenson this Wednesday, April 1, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 

Religious Literacy. We will discuss Part 1 "Questioning the Philosophy of Religion" and particularly "Questioning 

Assumptions about Religious Beliefs." If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up for our email list. You 

can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign 

up for the email list, or for additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Seeger's Gang to perform on April 12 

A group of musicians is getting together in a celebration of the late Pete Seeger in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 

12, at 3 pm. Admission is $5; net proceeds will benefit our Religious Education program. 

The program features songs and stories of the legendary folk singer presented by members of the Hudson River 

Sloop Singers and friends, some who sang and worked with Pete for more than 40 years. Individual musicians 

include Jim Glover, Mindy Simmons, Robert Killian, Fifi, James Hawkins, Mel & Vinnie, and Bob Lusk. 

The music will be followed by an open mic. "Bring your Seeger songs," advises Killian, who is putting the event 

together. For more information call Killian at 587-9313.  

"Discovering UUCS" - A Newcomer Orientation 

Saturday, April 18, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

UUCS - Lexow Wing 

If you are considering membership, this workshop is for you. Reverend Fritts will discuss our history and explore 

with you what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist and a member of this church. Some of our church leaders will 
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join us for lunch to talk about the many activities here and to get acquainted with you. The Membership Committee 

provides lunch. Be sure to sign up at the Welcome Center! 

* Two violinists to perform a recital for an "Enchanted April" 

Two Sarasota Orchestra violinists will perform a recital called "Enchanted April: A Tale of Two Violins" on Sunday, 

April 19, at 3 pm in the Sanctuary as the final concert of our Season of Classics. Admission is $10 at the door or in 

advance on our website at www.uusarasota.org/concerts/tickets.php. The two are accomplished musicians who 

have performed in many venues including Carnegie Hall --  C. Y. Hong and Anne Chandra.  

A familiar sight to church members, Hong has played at Sunday services a number of times. This will be Chandra's 

first appearance here. The two plan an ambitious program of classics. See our website at uusarasota.org/concerts 

for the full program. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday.  

Our March Share-the-Plate raised $1,640 for the Bethesda House food pantry.  Thank you very 

much for your generous donations.  Our next Share-the-Plate will be on April 26, and will be donated to the 

Jefferson Center Foundation.  

* Fair Trade, Special Orders: For the next three weeks you can Special Order fair trade items that are not in 

stock at the SJ table, including whole bean coffees. Next special order deadline is April 12. Your purchases support 

better wages and working conditions for farmers and families around the world.  

* "Privatization Schemes - The Latest Assault on Public Schools" Americans United for Separation of 

Church and State and the UUCS Social Justice Committee present Rob Boston, Director of Communication for 

Americans United. Saturday March 28 at 10:30 AM at UUCS. Contact auchapter57@gmail.com or 377-1003.  

* Reading Tutors & Mentors for Summer: Several area organizations will be needing volunteers to play with 

children, read to children, tutor children on school basics.  Volunteer mentors for UnidosNow's college prep 

program will be needed, too.  No details yet, but if you're interested, please sign up at the Social Justice table after 

the Sunday service.  

* Immigration Rights Petition:  Help pass supportive legislation to ensure a person's immigration is not used 

as a disqualifying factor in regards to their driving eligibility.  
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* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that does not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please.  

* Bethesda House Food Pantry: What do we need?  Dry cereal, cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of 

peanut butter.  And, toilet paper - lots of it.  Many of the clients are homeless.  Place in collection box on Sanctuary 

walkway.  Thank you! 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table.  

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 

Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.   

* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and Action. April 10-11 in Orlando.  For 

information and registration see: http://interfaithflorida.com/  

* UU Justice Florida Annual Meeting: at the Florida District Assembly in Orlando, April 18.  The annual 

meeting will be in one of the Saturday afternoon workshop slots.  Representatives from all UU congregations in 

Florida will choose our core issues for 2015-16.  Join us, to have your voices heard!  Register for District Assembly 

at  http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/aa2015.html  and "like" the UUJF Action Network Facebook page at  

https://www.facebook.com/uujfactionnetwork. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m:  "The Kingdom of God is Within You," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

In the gospel of Luke, it is written:   

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, "The kingdom of 

God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, 'look here it is!' Or 'there it is!' For, in fact, the 

kingdom of God is within you." (Luke, chapter 17 verses 20-21) 

Other translations are slightly different. In one version Jesus says, "The kingdom of God is among you." In still 

another version Jesus says, "The kingdom of heaven is in the midst of you."  

These sayings, attributed to Jesus, whose resurrection Christians around the world celebrate today, sound to me 

much like the sayings I read when I look at Buddhist writings. 

Thich Nhat Hanh says, "In Buddhism, our effort is to practice mindfulness in each moment - to know what is going 

on within and all around us." (Thich Nhat Hanh, Living Buddha, Living Christ) 
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And the Dalai Lama says, "I believe the purpose of all major religious traditions is not to construct big temples on 

the outside, but to create temples of goodness and compassion inside, in our hearts." (Dalai Lama, The Good Heart) 

* Music:  9:30  Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano; 11:15 Choir; Don Bryn, piano; 

Charlie Allman, organ. 

* Forum 10:20 to 11:05 a.m, "Re-zoning at University Town Center" 

What would be the environmental impact of the proposal to rezone 50 acres of rare mesic hammock and pine 

flatwoods conservation land to high density residential at the south end of the University Town Center (UTC) 

shopping center?  Presented by Andy Mele, Suncoast Waterkeeper and Sierra Club Conservation Chair for Sarasota 

County. 

The mission of the non-profit Suncoast Waterkeeper is to protect and restore the Florida Suncoast's waterways 

through enforcement, fieldwork, advocacy, and environmental education for the benefit of the communities that 

rely upon these precious coastal resources.  The Manatee-Sarasota Group of Sierra Club, in existence for close to 30 

years, is involved in a wide range of issues focused on protecting our beautiful environment, natural habitats, 

wildlife and water. 

Andy Mele is former Executive Director of a major Hudson River environmental group that was instrumental in 

forcing General Electric to remove 300,000 pounds of toxic PCBs from the Hudson. He is author of "Polluting for 

Pleasure," the book that rendered the old two-stroke outboard motor all but extinct, keeping millions of gallons of 

oil and gasoline from American waterways every year. Andy has an MS in environmental science from Bard College. 

 


