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SPECIAL NOTE 

* Beginning Sunday, April 12, there will be only ONE Sunday Service.  It will be at 10:30 a.m. and 

the Forum will be held at 9:30 a.m. 

MINISTER'S MESSAGE 

I am not especially fond of hard boiled chicken eggs.  They are, I admit, useful for picnics and nutritious.  But given 

a choice, I will choose against a steady diet of them.  

  

Yet I must confess that when Easter nears, my eyes brighten and my spirits lift at the thought of hard boiled eggs.  I 

have found memories of dissolving small colored tablets in boiling vinegar water and then impatiently stirring the 

mixture until the tablets completely dissolved into dye. As a child I delighted in developing strange combinations: 

eggs that were half purple and half orange, or half green and half pink.  I drew pictures and wrote names on the eggs 

with the wax pencil that came with the kit.  I added designs to the eggs with the paper patterns that could be applied 

by wetting the paper.  By the end of the evening, my hands would be covered with dye that would stay under my 

fingernails for days. 

  

The dyeing of the eggs was equaled only by the hunt on Easter morning.  There was something that I found 

absolutely delightful about the search for the brightly colored eggs among the furniture in the living room or the 

bushes in the back yard.  It appealed to my need for mystery and achievement. 

  

Afterward, of course, the colored balls, cracked and dirty from all the play, disappeared slowly from the 

refrigerator.  The mystery faded, although the taste and smell of cold hard-boiled eggs dominated my lunch for a 

week or two. 

  

Today, as an adult, I have learned that the eggs are just another pagan symbol of fertility, like the rabbit and the 

lamb. Yet the child in me is bored by this explanation.  Who cares about fertility symbols?  The Easter egg is for 

pure play!  It is for coloring in any way you wish and hiding in the most intriguing places! 

  

May your Easter have its share of eggs . . . 

  

Roger Fritts   

WEEKLY 



SUNDAY EVENTS, APRIL 5 

* 9:30 and 11:15 a.m:  "The Kingdom of God is Within You," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

In the gospel of Luke, it is written:  

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, "The kingdom of 

God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, 'look here it is!' Or 'there it is!' For, in fact, the 

kingdom of God is within you." (Luke, chapter 17 verses 20-21) 

Other translations are slightly different. In one version Jesus says, "The kingdom of God is among you." In still 

another version Jesus says, "The kingdom of heaven is in the midst of you."  

These sayings, attributed to Jesus, whose resurrection is celebrated by Christians around the world today, sound to 

me much like the sayings I read when I look at Buddhist writings. 

Thich Nhat Hanh says, "In Buddhism, our effort is to practice mindfulness in each moment - to know what is going 

on within and all around us." (Thich Nhat Hanh, Living Buddha, Living Christ) 

And the Dalai Lama says, "I believe the purpose of all major religious traditions is not to construct big temples on 

the outside, but to create temples of goodness and compassion inside, in our hearts." (Dalai Lama, The Good Heart) 

* Music:  9:30  Mindy Simmons, guitar and vocals; Ed Kinder, piano; 11:15 Choir; Don Bryn, piano; 

Charlie Allman, organ. 

* Forum 10:20 to 11:05 a.m, "Re-zoning at University Town Center" 

What would be the environmental impact of the proposal to rezone 50 acres of rare mesic hammock and pine 

flatwoods conservation land to high density residential at the south end of the University Town Center (UTC) 

shopping center?  Presented by Andy Mele, Suncoast Waterkeeper and Sierra Club Conservation Chair for Sarasota 

County. 

The mission of the non-profit Suncoast Waterkeeper is to protect and restore the Florida Suncoast's waterways 

through enforcement, fieldwork, advocacy, and environmental education for the benefit of the communities that 

rely upon these precious coastal resources.  The Manatee-Sarasota Group of Sierra Club, in existence for close to 30 

years, is involved in a wide range of issues focused on protecting our beautiful environment, natural habitats, 

wildlife and water. 

Andy Mele is former Executive Director of a major Hudson River environmental group that was instrumental in 

forcing General Electric to remove 300,000 pounds of toxic PCBs from the Hudson. He is author of "Polluting for 

Pleasure," the book that rendered the old two-stroke outboard motor all but extinct, keeping millions of gallons of 

oil and gasoline from American waterways every year. Andy has an MS in environmental science, Bard College. 



Religious Education (during the 11:15 service) with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be 

reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available.  

Pre-K through 5th Grade:  The children begin in the sanctuary followed by an Easter Egg Hunt in the 

playground and a small Easter celebration for all ages. 

Youth Group (6th through 12th grade):  Planning, organizing, advertising, for the Youth Pancake Breakfast. 

ABOUT US 

* At our Annual Membership meeting on March 29th,  our church, the largest UU congregation in 

Florida, passed the "Move to Amend" resolution, joining 17 other UU congregations in Florida to do so.  

Move to Amend supports the idea that we should amend our constitution to reflect that corporations are not 

persons and that money is not the equivalent of speech with respect to our constitutional rights. If you want to learn 

more about this issue, you may visit https://movetoamend.org . 

FREETHINKERS 

"My Gender Transition: An Uncomfortable Showdown with Fortune" is the topic for the next 

Freethinkers Briefing to be presented by Jean-David Parlier on Friday, April 10, from 10:00 to 11:30 am in the 

Sanctuary. Jean-David will discuss some of the obstacles that he encountered during his gender transition including 

acceptance issues surrounding family members, friends, neighbors, community members, employment situations, 

doing business in his community, and navigating the legal system. Using his own experiences as a tool, he hopes to 

enlighten his audiences with his unique perspective as a transgender individual in our society emphasizing "self" 

acceptance and sharing with others how to, "swim against the current" successfully. Through his company, Applied 

Veterinary Solutions, LLC, Jean-David provides consulting services to veterinary professionals who strive for 

excellence in their field. He is also a professionally trained artist, underwater photographer and avid marine 

conservationist volunteering with injured manatee rescue and rehabilitation efforts in Florida.  Jean-David can be 

reached via email at contact@jeandavidparlier.com. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Next Sunday, April 12, will be Second Sunday Potluck after the service.  Please bring a main dish for 

eight.  All are welcome. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religions by Tom 

Christenson this Wednesday, April 8, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 

Religious Literacy. We will discuss "Questioning Assumptions about Religious Belief" and "Questioning 

Assumptions about God's Existence." If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up for our email list. You 
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can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign 

up for the email list, or for additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Seeger's Gang to perform on April 12 

A group of musicians is getting together in a celebration of the late Pete Seeger in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 

12, at 3 pm. Admission is $5; net proceeds will benefit our Religious Education program. 

The program features songs and stories of the legendary folk singer presented by members of the Hudson River 

Sloop Singers and friends, some who sang and worked with Pete for more than 40 years. Individual musicians 

include Jim Glover, Mindy Simmons, Robert Killian, Fifi, James Hawkins, Mel & Vinnie, and Bob Lusk. 

The music will be followed by an open mic. "Bring your Seeger songs," advises Killian, who is putting the event 

together. For more information call Killian at 587-9313.  

* See Sarasota and More 

Historic Green Village, Saturday, April 18 

The final See Sarasota and More trip for this season will be a visit to the Historic Green Village on Anna Maria 

Island, a retail park of 5 buildings that combine historic preservation and modern technology.  It is one of only 100 

developments worldwide that have attained the highest possible green building standards - Platinum LEED, plus 

Net Zero Energy.  We will hear about the development from our docent, Raymond Kaiser, the consulting engineer 

of the project.  After the tour we will have lunch at Slim's Place on the island. 

We'll meet at the church at 9:15 on Saturday, April 18 for a 9:30 departure in carpools.  The tour and explanation of 

the project will take about 1 1/2 hours.  The Village is compact, so walking is not difficult.  There is no cost for the 

tour.  Participants will order from the menu at Slim's Place and pay individually.  Registration for this trip will take 

place in the Courtyard after both services on Sunday, April 5 and before and after the single service on April 12.    

"Discovering UUCS" - A Newcomer Orientation 

Saturday, April 18, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

UUCS - Lexow Wing 

If you are considering membership, this workshop is for you. Reverend Fritts will discuss our history and explore 

with you what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist and a member of this church. Some of our church leaders will 

join us for lunch to talk about the many activities here and to get acquainted with you. The Membership Committee 

provides lunch. Be sure to sign up at the Welcome Center! 

* Our annual Youth Pancake Breakfast is just around the corner!  Come join the kids after service April 

19th for pancakes and light refreshments!  Bring two dollars per person and enjoy delicious pancakes served by our 

very own Religious Education Kids!  Proceeds will support our Youth's future endeavors.  
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* Orchestra violinists Hong and Chandra in recital April 19 

Two Sarasota Orchestra violinists will perform a recital called "Enchanted April: A Tale of Two Violins" on Sunday, 

April 19, at 3 pm in the final concert of our Season of Classics. Admission is $10 at the door or in advance on our 

website. The musicians are C. Y. Hong and Anne Chandra.  

This will be Chandra's first appearance here but Hong has become a familiar face to UUCS members, having played 

at several Sunday services including the March 15 service. They plan an ambitious program of classics. 

* LADIES LUNCHEON AND GAME AFTERNOON - Saturday, May 9 at noon in the West Wing.  Margie 

Henry and Dee Widder  

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Fair Trade, Special Orders: For the next two weeks you can Special Order fair trade items that are not in stock 

at the SJ table, including whole bean coffees. Next special order deadline is April 12. Your purchases support better 

wages and working conditions for farmers and families around the world. 

* Reading Tutors & Mentors for Summer: Several area organizations will be needing volunteers to play with 

children, read to children, tutor children on school basics.  Volunteer mentors for UnidosNow's college prep 

program will be needed, as well.  No details yet, but if you're interested, please sign up at the Social Justice table 

after the Sunday service. 

* Immigration Rights Petition:  Help pass supportive legislation to ensure a person's immigration is not used 

as a disqualifying factor in regards to their driving eligibility.  

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that does not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please.  

* Bethesda House Food Pantry: What do we need?  Dry cereal, cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of peanut 

butter.  And, toilet paper - lots of it.  Many of the clients are homeless.  Place in collection box on Sanctuary 

walkway.  Thank you! 

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table. 
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* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 

Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.  

* Interfaith Climate Conference: Bridging Spirituality, Healing, and Action. April 10 - 11 in Orlando.  For 

information and registration see: http://interfaithflorida.com/  

* UU Justice Florida Annual Meeting: at the Florida District Assembly in Orlando, April 18.  The annual 

meeting will be in one of the Saturday afternoon workshop slots.  Representatives from all UU congregations in 

Florida will choose our core issues for 2015-16.  Join us, to have your voices heard!  Register for District Assembly 

at  http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/aa2015.html  and "like" the UUJF Action Network Facebook page at  

https://www.facebook.com/uujfactionnetwork 

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for 

serving meals at Salvation Army; Signup sheets for summer work with children; Lots of petitions; Collection box for 

school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 12 

* 10:30 a.m.  "Does AA's Third Step Exclude Agnostics and Atheists?" Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The sermon will look at the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous with particular attention to the Third step, 

"Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood him."  Does it exclude 

agnostics and atheists? 

* Music:  Dan Jordan, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Guardian ad Litem: Advocating for Abused, Neglected or Abandoned Children 

in our Legal System."  Many vulnerable children find their way into our complex legal system, often through no 

fault of their own.  Learn who "Guardian ad Litem" volunteers are, what they do, and why they are needed to ensure 

the best possible outcome for these children.  Offer your ideas on how we could do even better.  Presenter, Monica 

Moore, Guardian Ad Litem Program; Moderator, Fredric Sirasky. 
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