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SPECIAL NOTE 

* Beginning this Sunday, April 12, there will be only ONE Sunday Service which will start at 10:30 

a.m.  The Forum will be held at 9:30 a.m. 

MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Our church is a member of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) and a member of the Florida District of 

the Unitarian Universalist Association. At the annual meeting of the District in Orlando, Saturday, April 18, 

delegates to the District Annual Assembly will be asked to give full authority to the District board to dissolve the 

District and unite the four Southern districts of the UUA (Southeast, Florida, Southwest, and Mid-South) into the 

"Southern Region." 

  

In the thirty-seven years since my ordination, I have attended many District meetings, although I will miss this one 

because of commitments in Sarasota. Over the years I have found it difficult to get others in my congregations to 

attend. For some reason most people do not get excited about a Unitarian Universalist District annual meeting. This 

is part of the reason the District leadership wants to merge the district with a Southern Region. 

  

I imagine that, in 2016, the Southern Region will hold a big meeting. Because it will be "regional," it will be new, 

different, exciting and I hope people will want to check it out. I promise to let you know when I find out more.  

SUNDAY EVENTS, APRIL12 

* 10:30 a.m.  "Does AA's Third Step Exclude Agnostics and Atheists?" Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The sermon will look at the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous with particular attention to the Third step, 

"Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood him."  Does it exclude 

agnostics and atheists? 

* Music:  Daniel Jordan, violin; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

Daniel Jordan has been the concertmaster of the Sarasota Orchestra and violinist in the Sarasota String Quartet 

since 1998.  He is also the Assistant Principal 2nd violinist of the Santa Fe Opera orchestra. During the 2001/02 

season, while on sabbatical from Sarasota Orchestra, Daniel was the Assistant Principal 1st violinist of the 

Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra in Kuala Lumpur. Daniel received his Bachelor's and Master's degrees from the 
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Cleveland Institute of Music as a student of Donald Weilerstein and David Updegraff.  He is married to another 

violinist in the Sarasota Orchestra, Chung-Yon Hong, and they have a two-year-old son named Spencer. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Guardian ad Litem: Advocating for Abused, Neglected or Abandoned Children 

in our Legal System."  Many vulnerable children find their way into our complex legal system, often through no 

fault of their own.  Learn who "Guardian ad Litem" volunteers are, what they do, and why they are needed to ensure 

the best possible outcome for these children.  Offer your ideas on how we could do even better.  Presenter, Monica 

Moore, Guardian Ad Litem Program; Moderator, Fredric Sirasky. 

* 10:30 am Religious Education with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be reached at 

rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Pre-K-1st Grade: "A Discovering Year"  

 

2nd - 5th Grade: "World of Wonder" Enough Stuff: the children will learn about the 5 R's: Reduce, Re-use, 

Recycle, Refuse and Rot.  

  

Youth Group (6th through 12th grade): Planning, organizing, advertising, for the Youth Pancake Breakfast 

which will be held on Sunday, April 19th. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Sunday, April 12, is Second Sunday Potluck after the service.  Please bring a main dish for eight.  All are welcome. 

* Seeger's Gang to perform on Sunday 

A group of musicians is getting together in a celebration of the late Pete Seeger in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 

12, at 3 pm. Admission is $5; net proceeds will benefit our Religious Education program. 

The program features songs and stories of the legendary folk singer presented by members of the Hudson River 

Sloop Singers and friends, some who sang and worked with Pete for more than 40 years. Individual musicians 

include Jim Glover, Mindy Simmons, Robert Killian, Fifi, James Hawkins, Mel & Vinnie, and Bob Lusk. 

The music will be followed by an open mic. "Bring your Seeger songs," advises Killian, who is putting the event 

together. For more information call Killian at 587-9313. 

OUR GENEROSITY IS SHOWING 

* Yay us! Our members, friends and visitors contributed over $29,000 to local charities during 

fiscal year April 2014-15. The majority of the money went to the All Faiths Food Bank BackPack Program, 

providing food to schoolchildren throughout the Sarasota area. Other charities receiving substantial donations were 
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Transition Housing, Children First, Turning Points, Bethesda House, Meals on Wheels, Selah Freedom and 

Sarasota's Y Youth Shelter. Receiving charities are selected by the church's Social Justice Committee and are funded 

through the Share-the-Plate program one Sunday per month. We are indeed a generous group. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* USHERS needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out the Order of Service and then help collect 

the Offering.  We can assign you once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail Colella 

at slightlymad1@verizon.net or Bill Geller at wageller@gmail.com or speak to either one on Sundays.  It's a great 

way to get to know your fellow UUs and so easy to do.  Thank you. 

* We know you have talents.  Others would probably love learning from you.  What do you enjoy?  Whatever it 

is, offer an adult class and share your talents and loves with other UUer's.  Adult Program co-chairs, Nancy Saum 

and DeeAnna Dowdle would like to help you offer a class.  Look on the UU website for current classes and 

inspiration for a class you might offer. The deadline for getting your class in the Summer Session publication is 

Sunday, April 26th, so email or call us now.  DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com or 350-3571. 

* Take Action for Climate Change! 

The Equal Exchange Coffee Co-Op has issued the Red Cherry Challenge!  For every pound of coffee we sell through 

May 31, EE will donate 10 cents to the Red Cherry Fund.  This fund will help coffee growers in Guatemala prepare 

for the effects of climate change.  Currently, Coffee Leaf Rust is devastating the farms of Guatemala.  Micro-grants 

from EE, along with trade solidarity, research, and innovation will help the farmers - who grow our coffee - recover 

from the Rust and prepare for future challenges.  Stop by the Social Justice table after the service, or contact 

Justice@uusarasota.org for more information.  We are close to our goal - let's drink more coffee and support coffee 

growers in Guatemala! 

* See Sarasota and More 

Last Sunday we had an amazing response to the registration for the Saturday, April 18 trip to the Historic Green 

Village at Anna Maria Island.  Neither the tour nor the restaurant can accommodate any more people than have 

already registered.  If there is enough interest, we can plan another trip on our schedule for next year.  In the 

meantime, our tour guide and consulting engineer for the Historic Green Village has agreed to do a Forum 

presentation in the near future. 

"Discovering UUCS" - A Newcomer Orientation 

Saturday, April 18, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

UUCS - Lexow Wing 

If you are considering membership, this workshop is for you. Reverend Fritts will discuss our history and explore 

with you what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist and a member of this church. Some of our church leaders will 
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join us for lunch to talk about the many activities here and to get acquainted with you. The Membership Committee 

provides lunch. Be sure to sign up at the Welcome Center! 

* Our annual Youth Pancake Breakfast is just around the corner!  Come join the kids after service April 

19th for pancakes and light refreshments!  Tickets are available for two dollars in the Courtyard.  Come and enjoy 

delicious pancakes served by our very own Religious Education Kids!  Proceeds will support our Youth's future 

endeavors.  

* Orchestra violinists Hong and Chandra in recital April 19 

Two Sarasota Orchestra violinists will perform a recital called "Enchanted April: A Tale of Two Violins" on Sunday, 

April 19, at 3 pm in the final concert of our Season of Classics. Admission is $10 at the door or in advance on our 

website. The musicians are C. Y. Hong and Anne Chandra.  

This will be Chandra's first appearance here but Hong has become a familiar face to UUCS members, having played 

at several Sunday services including the March 15 service. They plan an ambitious program of classics. 

* LADIES LUNCHEON AND GAME AFTERNOON - Saturday, May 9 at noon in the West Wing.  Margie 

Henry and Dee Widder  

* Cruise the Greek Islands with the UU Congregation of Venice.  The Venice Congregation invites Sarasota 

UU members and friends to join them.  Departure date is August 31, 2016.  Contact Nancy Ryder at 483-4576 if you 

are interested. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday.  

* Fair Trade, Special Orders: Last chance to special order fair trade items that are not in stock at the Social 

Justice table, including whole bean coffees. Deadline is April 12. Your purchases support better wages and working 

conditions for farmers and families around the world.  Stop by the Social Justice table after the Sunday service or 

contact justice@uusarasota.org  

* Calling all Backpack-ers! Packers and drivers are needed May 13 and May 27.  Information is available at the 

Backpack table in the courtyard after the service.  

* Reading Tutors & Mentors for Summer: Want to help this summer? Tell us now! Several area organizations 

will need volunteers to play & read, and tutor on school basics.  Volunteer mentors for UnidosNow's college prep 

program will be needed, too.  No details yet, but if you're interested, please sign up at the Social Justice table after 

the Sunday service.  
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* Immigration Rights Petition:  Help pass supportive legislation to ensure a person's immigration is not used 

as a disqualifying factor in regards to their driving eligibility.  

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that does not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please.  

* Bethesda House Food Pantry: What do we need?  Dry cereal, cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of peanut 

butter.  And, toilet paper - lots of it.  Many of the clients are homeless.  Place in collection box on Sanctuary 

walkway.  Thank you!  

* Feed the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table.  

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing 

Statue. Wear white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.   

* UU Justice Florida Annual Meeting: at the Florida District Assembly in Orlando, April 18.  The 

annual meeting will be in one of the Saturday afternoon workshop slots.  Representatives from all UU congregations 

in Florida will choose our core issues for 2015-16.  Join us, to have your voices heard!  Register for District 

Assembly at  http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/aa2015.html  and "like" the UUJF Action Network Facebook page 

at  https://www.facebook.com/uujfactionnetwork 

* Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade olive oil, cocoa, chocolate, coffee and tea; Signup sheets for 

serving meals at Salvation Army; Signup sheets for summer work with children; Lots of petitions; Collection box for 

school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 19 

* 10:30 a.m.  "The Best Hope for the Future," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The next United Nations Climate Change Conference will be held in Paris, from November 30 to December 11, 2015. 

The conference objective is to achieve a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, from all the nations of 

the world. Among the chief barriers to a comprehensive deal is the United States Congress's inability to enact 

climate and energy legislation that sets binding targets on limiting greenhouse gases in the United States. Without 

such a commitment, other nations are reluctant to make their own pledges. 

* Music:  Choir, led by Robert Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Racism in the U.S: How Can We Reduce It?"  South Africa's response to the problem of 

racism was a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) which was active from 1995 to 1998 and produced a 
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3,500 page report of its findings.  How well did it work and could a TRC be implemented in the U.S.?  Presenter, 

Fred Sargent; Moderator, Don Diddams. 

11:30 am Pancake Breakfast  

The Religious Education Program will serve the annual Pancake Breakfast after the service. 

 


