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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

The spring of 2015 is a time of many historic war anniversaries. One hundred fifty years ago, the American Civil 

War ended and John Booth killed Abraham Lincoln. One hundred years ago, on April 25, Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) landed on the beach at Gallipoli in Turkey.  Seventy years ago on May 8, the war in 

Europe ended. Forty years ago on April 30, Saigon fell to the "People's Army of Vietnam." 

  

However, the anniversary we will observe at this Sunday's worship service is not related to a war. Forty-five years 

ago, on April 22, 1970, the first Earth Day was held. It had participants and celebrants in two thousand colleges and 

universities, roughly ten thousand primary and secondary schools, and hundreds of communities across the United 

States. I remember walking down the outdoor mall of the campus of Arizona State University seeing displays about 

caring for our environment.  It was important. Today it is even more important. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, APRIL19 

* 10:30 a.m.  "The Best Hope for the Future," Sermon by Roger Fritts 

The next United Nations Climate Change Conference will be held in Paris, from November 30 to December 11, 2015. 

The conference objective is to achieve a legally binding and universal agreement on climate, from all the nations of 

the world. Among the chief barriers to a comprehensive deal is the United States Congress's inability to enact 

climate and energy legislation that sets binding targets on limiting greenhouse gases in the United States. Without 

such a commitment, other nations are reluctant to make their own pledges. 

* Music:  Choir, led by Robert Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Racism in the U.S: How Can We Reduce It?"  South Africa's response to the problem of 

racism was a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) which was active from 1995 to 1998 and produced a 

3,500 page report of its findings.  How well did it work and could a TRC be implemented in the U.S.?  Presenter, 

Fred Sargent; Moderator, Don Diddams. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

* 10:30 am Religious Education with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be reached at 

rbucher@uusarasota.org 
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Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

Pre K - 12th Grade:  The Religious Education classes will be participating in the Youth Pancake Breakfast 

11:30 am Annual Youth Pancake Breakfast  

Come and join the kids after the service for pancakes and light refreshments!  Tickets are two dollars.  Enjoy 

delicious pancakes served by our very own Religious Education Kids.  Proceeds will support our Youth's future 

endeavors.  

* The Religious Education Youth Group is volunteering at the Harvey Milk Festival May 16th and 

would like to invite anyone interested in volunteering to join them. Please contact the Director of 

Religious Education, Regina Bucher, if interested. Contact by email: rbucher@uusarasota.org or phone: 371-4974 

Ext. 7. The mission of the Harvey Milk Festival is to honor the life of Harvey Milk, one of the first openly gay 

Americans elected to public office, by fostering emerging talent in musicians and artists who support diversity and 

reject discrimination, and to promote equality for LGBTQ people through supporting equal rights legislation. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Rare recital this Sunday afternoon 

ENCHANTED APRIL: AN AFTERNOON WITH TWO VIOLINS is coming this Sunday, April 19, at 3 

pm in the Sanctuary. Two terrifically talented violinists from Sarasota Orchestra, C.Y. Hong and Anne Chandra, 

will perform classic works in a rare appearance. This will be Chandra's first appearance at UUCS, while C.Y. is more 

familiar to UUCS members. She has played at Sunday services a number of times and is married to Daniel Jordan, 

who performed violin at last Sunday's service. 

Join us as we share an afternoon to remember. Admission is only $10 at the door or online 

(www.uusarasota.org/concerts/tickets.php).  

* Be sure to see Jill Krasner's exhibit, "Nuances of Spring," just installed in the Lexow Wing 

Gallery. Jill describes her one-person show as a "colorful bouquet of watercolor, acrylic mixed media, and oil and 

cold wax paintings." Krasner is a well-known local artist who has generously accepted our invitation to exhibit 

her art here, so please take a few minutes to appreciate her work -- and mark your calendar for the artist's 

reception to be held immediately following the service next Sunday, April 26th at 11:30 a.m. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* The UUCS Board of Trustees will be holding its monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 21, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Lexow Wing. This meeting is open to our church community, and the agenda may be found on our 

website. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom 

Christenson this Wednesday, April 22, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 
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Religious Literacy. We will discuss Questioning Assumptions about Religious Language. If you can't attend, you can 

participate by signing up for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so 

desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for additional information contact David 

Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Current and former members of Final Exit Network in Florida will meet on Saturday, April 25 

from 1 to 4 pm in the Fruitville Library.  Jim Chastain, UU member, will be leading the group.  For more info, 

contact Jim at 953-9539 or chastainj@comcast.net   

* USHERS needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out the Order of Service and then help collect 

the Offering.  We can assign you once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail Colella 

at slightlymad1@verizon.net or Bill Geller at wageller@gmail.com or speak to either one on Sundays.  It's a great 

way to get to know your fellow UUs and so easy to do.  Thank you. 

* We know you have talents.  Others would probably love learning from you.  What do you enjoy?  Whatever it 

is, offer an adult class and share your talents and loves with other UUer's.  Adult Program co-chairs, Nancy Saum 

and DeeAnna Dowdle would like to help you offer a class.  Look on the UU website for current classes and 

inspiration for a class you might offer. The deadline for getting your class in the Summer Session publication is 

Sunday, April 26th, so email or call us now.  DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com or 350-3571. 

* Take Action for Climate Change! 

The Equal Exchange Coffee Co-Op has issued the Red Cherry Challenge!  For every pound of coffee we sell through 

May 31, EE will donate 10 cents to the Red Cherry Fund.  This fund will help coffee growers in Guatemala prepare 

for the effects of climate change.  Currently, Coffee Leaf Rust is devastating the farms of Guatemala.  Micro-grants 

from EE, along with trade solidarity, research, and innovation will help the farmers - who grow our coffee - recover 

from the Rust and prepare for future challenges.  Stop by the Social Justice table after the service, or contact 

Justice@uusarasota.org for more information.  We are close to our goal - let's drink more coffee and support coffee 

growers in Guatemala! 

* The UU congregation is invited by the Congregation for Humanist Judaism to a discussion led by 

Elinor Borenstine on Friday, April 24 at 7:30 p.m. at the Unity Church on Proctor Road.  Elinor is the 

daughter of Eddie Jacobson, who was Harry Truman's lifelong friend and partner in the haberdashery business in 

Kansas City.  Eddie played a role in the creation of the State of Israel.  Refreshments will be served and it is free and 

open to the public.   

* LADIES LUNCHEON AND GAME AFTERNOON - Saturday, May 9 at noon in the West Wing.  Email 

your reservation to emhenry0048@verizon.net or sign up on Sunday. 

* THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT AND LEARNING CENTER 

Founded in 1979 by Unitarian Universalists, The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center is a nonprofit, year-round 

retreat center and summer camp open to all. The Mountain is located in Highlands, NC and is approximately a two-
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hour drive from Atlanta, GA, Greenville, SC and Asheville, NC.  Upcoming Programs include:  Mountain Hiking 

Retreats: April 26- May 1; May 17-22; June 1-4; Appalachian Spring: May 25-29; Fun and Adventure Week:  June 

29-July 5; Health and Wellness Retreat: July 21-24; and SUUFI 2015:  October 4-9.  Visit the website, 

mountaincenters.org, to learn more. 

* Cruise the Greek Islands with the UU Congregation of Venice.  The Venice Congregation invites Sarasota 

UU members and friends to join them.  Departure date is August 31, 2016.  Contact Nancy Ryder at 483-4576 if you 

are interested. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Share the Plate: Thank you for your gifts in March to Bethesda House. We sent $1,640 to provide needed food 

and shelter in Sarasota. Next week, Share the Plate will support the Jefferson Center's fundraising campaign to 

replace its wheelchair accessible van for residents. Our gifts will also demonstrate community support to help 

leverage foundation grants.  

* Reading Tutors & Mentors for Summer: Several area organizations need volunteers this summer to play & 

read, and tutor on school basics. Volunteer mentors for UnidosNow's College Prep Program will be needed, too. For 

more information, sign up at the Social Justice table. 

* Immigration Rights Petition:  Help pass supportive legislation to ensure a person's immigration is not used 

as a disqualifying factor in regards to their driving eligibility. 

* Voting Rights Petition: Florida is one of only five states that do not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed their sentence, parole, and probation. This petition to amend the Florida constitution is on the 

Social Justice table. Florida registered voters only please. 

* Bethesda House Food Pantry appreciates dry cereal; cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; jars of peanut butter; 

and toilet paper. Place in collection box on Sanctuary walkway. Thank you! 

* Serve the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table. 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control, every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. at the Kissing Statue. Wear 

white. Bring a friend. Leashed pets welcome. Signs provided. For more information, contact 

nadaevans@comcast.net.   
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Also at our courtyard table today: collection box for school points labels from food boxes; collection jug for 

non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 26 

* 10:30 a.m.  "Risky Business," by Katie Culbert, Ministerial Intern  

What risks do we take when we love, when we serve and when we grow our community and ourselves? How can 

these risks transform us and our world?  As Katie's two-year internship as our student minister comes to a close, we 

celebrate our bold commitment to loving, serving, and growing. 

* Music:  Francesca Veglia, Soprano; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ 

* 9:30 am Forum: "The Treatment and Interaction Police Have with the Citizens of Newtown and 

the Homeless in Sarasota."  In light of the recent nationwide events involving the relations between the police 

and minority communities, what progress, if any, has been made in Sarasota on these issues?  Presenter, Valerie 

Buchand; Moderator, Fredric Sirasky. 

 


