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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Having lived in Maryland for 18 years, I am thinking this week about Baltimore. After the city schools were closed, 

the Rev. David Carl Olson, minister of the historic downtown Unitarian Church wrote to his congregation. "Our 

Parish Hall will be open to receive volunteers who are assembling lunches for Baltimore City school children. Doors 

open at 10:00 a.m. Our Sanctuary will be open for prayer and meditation at the noon hour. Please know that we are 

receiving messages of encouragement from UUs across the nation who want to know how to stand in solidarity with 

us -- even as we discover the ways that we might stand in solidarity with the poor communities whose boys and 

young men have been harassed by our police system for their entire lives. . . . The pain in our city is so great . . . and 

we must find ways to stand for community and healing--and justice. Thank you, UU friends in Baltimore and 

everywhere." 

  

For 15 years I have been friends with an African American musician who lives near Baltimore. She writes, "Quite 

frankly, I am increasingly saddened by those who have the nerve to condemn the actions of angry fellow citizens 

who have never had a fair shake at life. Dare to put yourselves in someone else's shoes before you speak. Thank the 

Living God for MUSIC, my place of refuge where I align my soul with all that is perfect, loving, divine, forgiving, and 

WONDROUS, all whilst remaining imperfectly human. I long for an outer world like this." 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MAY 3 

* 10:30 a.m.  "The Wedding, What Is the Minister Thinking?"  sermon by Roger Fritts 

Spring is a traditional time for courtship and marriage.  Our minister officiated at his first wedding service in 1975 

when he was 24 years old.  Now 40 years later and after 34 years of marriage, he will share with the congregation 

the private thoughts he has while officiating at a wedding ceremony. 

* Music:  Choir led by Robert Lischetti; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "The Changing Delivery of Health Care." How is the delivery system likely to change?  

Do we need computers or people other than doctors to deliver our health care?  Do we want to live to be 140?  Most 

important, how much health care can we afford?  Presented by Jim Chastain. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

10:30 am Religious Education with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be reached at 

rbucher@uusarasota.org 

Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

* Pre-K-1st Grade: "A Discovering Year"  

* 2nd - 5th Grade: "World of Wonder"   

* Youth Group (6th-12th grade): The Youth will be watching a film in anticipation of the Harvey Milk Festival 

here in Sarasota and making a banner for the UUCS booth at the Festival. 

* The Religious Education Youth Group is volunteering at the Harvey Milk Festival May 16th and 

would like to invite anyone interested in volunteering to join them. Please contact the Director of 

Religious Education, Regina Bucher, if interested. Contact by email: rbucher@uusarasota.org or phone: 371-4974 

Ext. 7. The mission of the Harvey Milk Festival is to honor the life of Harvey Milk, one of the first openly gay 

Americans elected to public office, by fostering emerging talent in musicians and artists who support diversity and 

reject discrimination, and to promote equality for LGBTQ people through supporting equal rights legislation. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Opportunity strikes again for you.  You have a chance today to go to the courtyard after the service 

and sign up for new Adult Programs.  Not only would you enjoy something new and interesting, you could 

also make new friends in your chosen class.  Adult Program members and facilitators will be at the Adult Programs 

table to answer your questions and you can view our catalog of descriptions of each class.  Later this week, you will 

be able to view the new session of classes on line as well, but you need to sign up in the courtyard.  Questions???   

DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com or 350-3571 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Next Sunday will be Second Sunday Potluck.  Please bring a main dish for eight.  All are welcome. 

* Cinema Conversations - We will be discussing the film "The Age of Adaline" on Wednesday, May 6th at 7 pm 

in the Lexow Wing. Join us! 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom 

Christenson this Wednesday, May 6, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 

Religious Literacy. We will discuss Questioning Assumptions about Religious Language. If you can't attend, you can 

participate by signing up for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so 
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desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for additional information contact David 

Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Ladies' Pot Luck Luncheon, Saturday, May 9 at noon in the West Wing.  Bring a dish to share.  Also 

bring along some board games to share with the group.  Please rsvp to Margie Henry, Emhenry0048@verizon.net.  

* The Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Church of Jacksonville will be hosting 

the "Universalist Convocation 2015," May 29-31. The theme is "Shining Our Light on Universalism," and key 

speakers include The Reverend Andrea Greenwood, The Reverend Mark Harris, and The Reverend Jack Ford.  In 

addition to great worship, inspiring sermons and workshops, there will be music, entertainment, delicious meals 

and a Black history tour of St. Augustine.  For additional information, visit http://bbuuc.org/uc2015. 

* USHERS are needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out the Order of Service and then help 

collect the Offering.  We can assign you once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail 

Colella at slightlymad1@verizon.net or call her at 924-2848.  Thank you. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* More About The Voting Restoration Amendment: In Florida, former offenders must individually apply to 

have their voting rights restored. The Governor, Attorney General, CFO and Secretary of Agriculture comprise the 

Clemency Board. They review each application and make a decision. While 1,500 applications were acted on in the 

last four years, 11,000 applications are currently pending.  

Florida is one of five states that do not automatically restore voting rights for felons who have completed their 

sentence, parole, and probation. Today 1.6 million Floridians - about 9% - are not permitted to participate in the 

democratic process at the most basic level. Some in the Legislature agree with voting-rights groups that this must 

change.  

If you agree and are a Florida registered voter, sign the petition on the Social Justice table. The petition calls for 

placing a Constitutional Amendment on the November 2016 ballot to automatically restore voting rights after 

completing all terms of sentence. The amendment would not apply to those convicted of murder or sexual offenses; 

they still would need to make individual application. Note: the 8-year term limit language on the petition is part of 

existing law and does not change. 

We want a bright future for men and women who have served time in prison. We know that most people who are 

now incarcerated will reenter the community. We want them to succeed in life and become contributing citizens. 
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When formerly incarcerated people get their lives on track, let's encourage and value their participation in the 

democratic process - our 5th Principle. 

Also at our courtyard table today: Make Fair Trade food purchases; sign up to serve lunch or dinner at 

Salvation Army; sign up for more information about summer tutoring and mentoring; donate school points labels 

from food boxes; drop off non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school.  

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 10 

* 10:30 a.m.  "I Like You Just the Way You Are," sermon by Rev. Roger Fritts 

This is what we hunger to hear from our parents, our friends, our partner, our wife, our husband.  On Mother's Day, 

we will look at a minister, the Rev. Fred Rogers, who shared this message with all of us.  Bring a flower to share in 

our flower communion at the end of the service. 

* Music:  Thomas Koch, guitar; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Pragmatism or Principles: Which is the Best Way to Go?"  Want to have a positive 

impact on public policy?  Is it better to go on a protest march, attend the UU Forum, or write your elected officials?  

Some ideas about "political compromise" vs. "standing up for what is right" from former Congressman Barney 

Frank's book "Frank: A Life in Politics from the Great Society to Same-Sex Marriage."  Presenter, Fredric Sirasky. 

 


