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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

Bring a flower to church this Sunday. As you enter the sanctuary, place your flower in a basket.  As you leave the 

sanctuary, take a different flower.  

  

The Rev. Norbert Capek was Unitarian Minister in Prague whom the Nazis killed during World War II. He created 

and held the first flower ceremony on June 4, 1923. Today it is a common ritual held in many Unitarian Universalist 

Churches in the spring. Some ministers include it as part of the Easter Service. I have decided to include it as part of 

Mother's Day because flowers are easy to find on Mother's Day weekend. If you forget to bring a flower, I will have 

extras. 

SATURDAY EVENTS 

* There will be a Memorial Service for Arthur Wachsman on Saturday, May 9 at 2:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. 

* Tomorrow - Ladies Potluck Lunch, at noon in the West Wing.  Bring a dish to share, your favorite board 

game and a joke or two, if you wish.  Please wear your name tag.  Didn't sign up?  Come anyway. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MAY 10 

* 10:30 a.m.  "I Like You Just the Way You Are," sermon by Rev. Roger Fritts 

This is what we hunger to hear from our parents, our friends, our partner, our wife, our husband.  On Mother's Day, 

we will look at a minister, the Rev. Fred Rogers, who shared this message with all of us.  Bring a flower to share in 

our flower communion at the end of the service. 

* Music:  Thomas Koch, guitar; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

Thomas Koch began his classical guitar studies at age eleven in his native country of Germany. After graduating 

from two music conservatories with degrees in music education and guitar performance, Thomas traveled to 

France, Spain, Portugal and Croatia to further expand his horizon in the world of music. Thomas has performed as 

soloist with many orchestras along Florida's Gulf Coast, and he is the founding president of Guitar Sarasota, a non-

profit organization that promotes the education, appreciation and cultural significance of the classical guitar. 
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* 9:30 am Forum: "Pragmatism or Principles: Which is the Best Way to Go?"  Want to have a positive 

impact on public policy?  Is it better to go on a protest march, attend the UU Forum, or write your elected officials?  

Some ideas about "political compromise" vs. "standing up for what is right" from former Congressman Barney 

Frank's book "Frank: A Life in Politics from the Great Society to Same-Sex Marriage."  Presenter, Fredric Sirasky. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

10:30 am Religious Education with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be reached at 

rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

*Pre-K - 5th Grade: Mother's Day Flower Service: the children will participate in our annual flower service 

in the sanctuary.  

* Youth Group (6th through 12th grade): The Youth will be designing and making their own T-shirts for the 

Harvey Milk Festival. 

* The Religious Education Youth Group is volunteering at the Harvey Milk Festival May 16th and 

would like to invite anyone interested in volunteering to join them. Please contact the Director of 

Religious Education, Regina Bucher, if interested. Contact by email: rbucher@uusarasota.org or phone: 371-4974 

Ext. 7. The mission of the Harvey Milk Festival is to honor the life of Harvey Milk, one of the first openly gay 

Americans elected to public office, by fostering emerging talent in musicians and artists who support diversity and 

reject discrimination, and to promote equality for LGBTQ people through supporting equal rights legislation. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* The Commit2Respond Steering Committee will meet this Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Library.  All 

are welcome!  

* It's Second Sunday and time for a Potluck Lunch after the service.  We encourage you to bring a main 

dish, but other food is always welcome.   

* This is your last Sunday to sign up for your Summer Adult Classes.  See the Adult Program Table in the 

Courtyard after the Sunday service for an updated listing of all the classes.  Some new classes have been added.  If 

you miss the table, you will be missing out on learning great new things and on starting great new relationships with 

other UUer's.  Questions?  Contact  DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com, 350-3571. 

* HELP WANTED 

Our church prides itself on having a Green Sanctuary and part of that effort is not using disposable cups for coffee 

between services. We are in need of volunteers who will commit to washing coffee cups after church on the first and 

fourth Sunday of each month, or on a fill-in basis. Please contact June Brasgalla at 379-6071, or at 

juneb22@comcast.net if you can help. Two people are needed each Sunday. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Please welcome the new church members who joined last Sunday: 

Frank and Sandra Tugwell 

Corrine Wagner 

Joshua Seavey 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom 

Christenson this Wednesday, May 13, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 

Religious Literacy. We will discuss Questioning Assumptions about Religious Language. If you can't attend, you can 

participate by signing up for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so 

desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for additional information contact David 

Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* USHERS are needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out the Order of Service and then help 

collect the Offering.  We can assign you once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail 

Colella at slightlymad1@verizon.net or call her at 924-2848.  Thank you. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Fair Food Program Expanding. The Coalition of Immokalee Workers has been working to expand the "penny 

per pound" program beyond tomatoes and beyond Florida. On May 1st CIW announced that the world's largest food 

service company, The Compass Group, has committed to expanding crops and states by 2020. Compass Group 

joined the Fair Food effort in 2009. 

* Share the Plate. Thank you for your gifts in April to help launch the campaign for a wheelchair accessible bus 

for the Jefferson Center. Hearing that we raised $2,488, a J.C. Foundation board member wrote, "Thank you so 

much!! The board will be thrilled."  

* Bethesda House Food Pantry. Make a food donation part of your Sunday morning. Dry cereal; cans of 

veggies, fruit, and tuna; peanut butter; toilet paper; and pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary 

walkway. Thank you! 

* Next Social Justice Committee Meeting. Tuesday, May 12, noon, Lexow Wing. All welcome! 
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* Summer Reading Tutors & Mentors. Several area organizations will need volunteers this summer to play, 

read, and tutor.  UnidosNow's college prep program will need volunteer mentors. For more information, sign up at 

the Social Justice table. 

* Brady campaign's Bay-front witness for gun control has adjourned for the summer. 

* Serve the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed to serve either dinner on Wednesdays or 

lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule your time, visit 

the Social Justice table. 

* Voting Rights Petition. Florida is one of only five states that do not restore voting rights of felons after they 

have completed all terms of their sentence, parole, and probation. A petition to amend the Florida constitution is on 

the Social Justice table. More than 100 members have signed. Join them! 

Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa; Collection box for school points 

labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 17 

* 10:30 a.m.  "Religious Education Sunday," by the Religious Education Committee and Staff 

Once a year, we celebrate our programs for children and youth by letting them and their adult teachers and 

supervisors plan and present the worship service. 

* Music:  Choir; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "The Five Happiest Places on Earth" 

Happiness ... have you found it?  A discussion of Dan Buettner's books,  Thrive: Finding Happiness the Blue Zones 

Way and The Five Happiest Places on Earth.  Buettner describes the Basic Domains that govern happiness: 

community, workplace, social life, financial life and home. He explains how you can implement changes in your 

own life.  Presented by DeeAnna Dowdle. 

 


