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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 

In its May 11 report on Americans' Religious Identification, the Pew Research Center 

says: 

 

 "The number of religiously unaffiliated adults has increased by roughly nineteen million 

since 2007. There are now approximately fifty-six million religiously unaffiliated adults 

in the U.S., and this group - sometimes called religious "nones" - is more numerous than 

either Catholics or mainline Protestants, according to the new survey. Indeed, the 

unaffiliated are now second in size only to evangelical Protestants among major religious 

groups in the U.S." 

  

Like other Unitarian Universalist religious leaders, I salivate at the thought of attracting 

some of these fifty-six million religiously unaffiliated adults to our churches. In no particular order, here are some 

of our selling points: 

o     Lonely? Here you can make wonderful friends. 

o     Like music? We have great music every Sunday. 

o     Turned off by churches that say gay people are sinners? Here we affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every 

person, and are happy to marry same sex couples. 

o     Sick of the non-scientific, irrational claims of religion? We affirm and promote reason and the scientific method 

as the tools in learning to love each other and live in harmony with the earth. 

o     Have children? When your children ask about big issues like human sexuality and death we can help without 

giving your intelligent children simplistic or dogmatic answers. 

o     Are you worried about climate change and other social issues? We are doing what we can to make the world a 

better place. We respect the interdependent web of all existence, of which we are a part. 
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What do you think might bring a few of the fifty-six million religiously unaffiliated adults to our community? 

  

SUNDAY EVENTS, MAY 17 

* 10:30 a.m.  "Religious Education Sunday," by the Religious 

Education Committee and Staff 

Once a year, we celebrate our programs for children and youth by letting them 

and their adult teachers and supervisors plan and present the worship service. 

* Music:  Choir; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "The Five Happiest Places on Earth" 

Happiness ... have you found it?  A discussion of Dan Buettner's books,  Thrive: Finding Happiness the Blue Zones 

Way and The Five Happiest Places on Earth.  Buettner describes the Basic Domains that govern happiness: 

community, workplace, social life, financial life and home. He explains how you can implement changes in your 

own life.  Presented by DeeAnna Dowdle. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

10:30 am Religious Education with Regina Bucher, our R.E. Director who may be reached 

at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* Nursery: Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 

* All other age groups will be participating in the Sunday Service. 

COMMIT2RESPOND 

At the Congregational Meeting on March 29 it was clear that our congregation is 

committed to respond for climate justice. Transitioning to healthy, sustainable eating and 

promoting renewable energy were the two broad areas that generated the most interest, 

and four "climate action task forces" have been formed to recommend actions we can take together as a 

congregation: 

Diane Cirksena and Shakti Marquis convened two meetings of the new Sustainable Eating for Us and the Next 

Generation Task Force.   Jack Carden, Don Slate and Roy Lauridsen volunteered to organize a Solar 

Installation Task Force to study the possibility of installing a solar photovoltaic system at the church. Ted Weihe 

and Suzie Brucklacher agreed to organize a Sustainable Farming Task Force; and Erik Bingham has taken the 

lead in organizing an Access to Renewable Energy Task Force to help collect the 700,000+ signatures required 

for a Florida constitutional amendment that will allow everyone to generate and sell renewable energy. 

We're currently preparing recommendations to bring to the Board of Trustees at their June 16 meeting.  If you'd 

like to be part of the discussion, please join us for one or more of these upcoming meetings: 
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Sunday, May 17 Sustainable Eating for Us and the Next Generation Task Force Planning (9:00 am, 

Library) 

Sunday, May 24 Sustainable Eating for Us and the Next Generation Task Force Board 

Recommendations Meeting  (11:45 am, Library).  This is the meeting to finalize our recommendations to take to 

the Board. 

Sunday, June 7 Commit2Respond Steering Committee  (11:45 am, Library) 

Sunday, June 14 Commit2Respond Steering Committee Recommendations Meeting (11:45 am, Library)  

This will be the meeting where we combine the recommendations of the Action Task Forces. 

Tuesday, June 16 Present C2R Recommendations at UUCS Board Meeting (7 pm, Lexow Wing) 

OUR COMMUNITY 

* A Tribute from Bonnie Hepburn in memory of Bob Waite. 

* A Tribute from Jeff & Lisa Ellis to celebrate the first birthday of their son A.J. (Anthony James) 

Ellis. 

* A Tribute from Helene Reeder to thank everyone for being so kind and thoughtful and for all the 

cards and phone calls during her recent surgery. 

* A Tribute from Shirley Foss to celebrate Klaus Obermeit and the Multimedia Team for the 

enhancement of the great audio-visual addition to our services. 

* Would you like to honor a friend who passed away or someone who made your day a little 

brighter?  Would you like to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or your grandchild's first tooth?  Make a Tribute 

donation today and send your check, with a Tribute form, to the church office.  Forms are available in the office and 

online.  Your Tribute will be acknowledged in the Contact.  

* The Caring Committee offers short term help with rides, meals and companionship.  If you are 

having surgery and would like us to be in touch, please contact Dee Widder at 377-9028 or widderd@verizon.net.  If 

you can offer a ride to a doctor's appointment or to church or need a ride, please contact Marcia Ryan at 365-4027. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* The UUCS Board of Trustees will be holding its monthly meeting on Tuesday, May 19, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Lexow Wing. This meeting is open to our church community, and the agenda may be found on our 

website. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

We will continue our study of Questioning Assumptions: Rethinking the Philosophy of Religion by Tom 
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Christenson this Wednesday, May 20, from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for 

Religious Literacy. We will discuss Rethinking Religious Faith. If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up 

for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others and share your own ideas if you so desire. No advanced 

reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for additional information contact David Ryan 

at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* Rainbow Club Movie Night in the Sanctuary, Friday, May 22, Doors open at 7:10 pm, Movie 

starts 7:30 pm, "Milk," 2008 

His life changed history. His courage changed lives. Academy Award winner Sean Penn stars in this stirring 

celebration of Harvey Milk, a true man of the people. Based on the inspiring true story of the first openly gay man 

elected to major public office, this compelling film follows Milk's powerful journey to inspire hope for equal rights 

during one of the least tolerant times in our nation's history. With a stunning all-star cast, including Josh Brolin, 

Emile Hirsh, Diego Luna and James Franco, it's the emotionally charged story that was proclaimed the Winner of 

The New York Film Critics Circle Best Picture Award! 

* USHERS are needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out the Order of Service and then help 

collect the Offering.  We can assign you once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail 

Colella at slightlymad1@verizon.netor call her at 924-2848.  Thank you. 

* HELP WANTED 

Our church prides itself on having a Green Sanctuary and part of that effort is not using disposable cups for coffee 

between services. We are in need of volunteers who will commit to washing coffee cups after church on the first and 

fourth Sunday of each month, or on a fill-in basis. Please contact June Brasgalla at 379-6071, or 

atjuneb22@comcast.net if you can help. Two people are needed each Sunday. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Share the Plate. On May 24th, our church will welcome James Earl Canfield, Executive Director of ANSWER 

Nepal at the Forum and in our worship service. His organization will receive our Share-the-Plate offering that day. 

This will be a special opportunity to learn about and make a difference in Nepal. 

* Racial Justice. The Social Justice committee's focus is hunger, homelessness and economic justice. Discussion 

has started about adding racial justice to this important work. Decision this summer. 

* Backpack Volunteers, Thank You! Seventy-five members and friends volunteered with the Backpack 

program this past school year. Thank you, everyone, including coordinators Sara and Don Slate. 
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* Bethesda House Food Pantry. Make a food donation part of your Sunday morning. Dry cereal; cans of 

veggies, fruit, and tuna; peanut butter; toilet paper; and pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary 

walkway. Thank you! 

* Summer Reading Tutors & Mentors. Several area organizations will need volunteers this summer to play, 

read, and tutor.  UnidosNow's college prep program will need volunteer mentors. For more information, sign up at 

the Social Justice table. 

* Also at our courtyard table today: Voting Rights Petition; Signup sheets for serving meals at Salvation Army; 

Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa; Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for 

non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 24 

* "Karma Is a Funny Thing," by Earle Canfield, Executive Director of American-Nepali Students' 

and Women's Educational Relief 

What is this ancient Force we call Karma? Do our deeds 

or actions - even our non-actions - have a ripple effect, 

impacting others and coming back to impact us in other 

ways? 

Earle Canfield writes: "What I had envisioned to be a transforming experience for the disadvantaged, low-caste 

children of Nepal, in their attaining an education, has turned out to be an education and a personally transforming 

experience for me and for many sponsoring these children's schooling." 

* Music:  Palm Strings Duet; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Update from Nepal," With direct reports from some of his teachers and staff in Nepal, 

Earle Canfield will provide updates on that earthquake-ravaged country. Canfield is Executive Director of the 

American-Nepali Students' and Women's Educational Relief (ANSWER), a nonprofit, non-partisan, non-religious 

organization that believes in empowering low caste children by introducing them to quality education - 12 to 15 

years through college, with careful academic and career counseling which can provide them with lifelong careers so 

that they will become the vanguard for real change in Nepal. He is a retired Physician's Assistant and lives in 

Michigan.  

 


