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MINISTER'S MESSAGE BY ROGER FRITTS 
Last week I asked what might bring a few of the fifty-six 
million unaffiliated with any religious groups into our 
church. Roy Ingham suggests an answer. 
  
"I would say [we offer] the opportunity to form harmonious 
relationships with caring, kind, bright, socially-active 
people (like me), who are engaged in a continuing search for 
a meaningful and satisfying personal spirituality. The way 
to meet such people is to become involved in one or more of 
the various activities taking place in our church. If you have 

children, there is our Religious Education program. Peace and love, Roy" 

FRIDAY EVENT 

* Rainbow Club Movie Night in the Sanctuary, Friday, May 22, 
Doors open at 7:10 pm, Movie starts 7:30 pm, "Milk," 2008 

His life changed history. His courage changed lives. Academy Award winner 
Sean Penn stars in this stirring celebration of Harvey Milk, a true man of the 
people. Based on the inspiring true story of the first openly gay man elected 
to major public office, this compelling film follows Milk's powerful journey to 
inspire hope for equal rights during one of the least tolerant times in our 
nation's history. With a stunning all-star cast, including Josh Brolin, Emile 
Hirsh, Diego Luna and James Franco, it's the emotionally charged story that 
was proclaimed the Winner of The New York Film Critics Circle Best Picture 
Award!  There is no charge, but donations are appreciated. 

SUNDAY EVENTS, MAY 24 

* "Karma Is a Funny Thing," by Earle Canfield, Executive Director 
of American-Nepali Students' and Women's Educational Relief 
(ANSWER Nepal) 

What is this ancient Force we call Karma? Do our deeds or 
actions 
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- even our non-actions - have a ripple effect, impacting others and coming 
back to impact us in other ways? 

Earle Canfield writes: "What I had envisioned to be a transforming 
experience for the disadvantaged, low-caste children of Nepal, in their 
attaining an education, has turned out to be an education and a personally 
transforming experience for me and for many sponsoring these children's 
schooling." 

* Music:  Palm Strings Duet; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, 
organ. 

The Palm Strings Duet is composed of Karen Tuttle and Shawn Snider.  
Karen is the concertmaster for The North Port Symphony and teaches both 
violin and viola.  Shawn is the principal violist for The Venice Symphony and 
plays viola in several other area symphonies. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "Update from Nepal," With direct reports from 
some of his teachers and staff in Nepal, Earle Canfield will provide updates 
on that earthquake-ravaged country. Canfield is Executive Director of the 
American-Nepali Students' and Women's Educational Relief (ANSWER), a 
nonprofit, non-partisan, non-religious organization that believes in 
empowering low caste children by introducing them to quality education - 12 
to 15 years through college, with careful academic and career counseling 
which can provide them with lifelong careers so that they will become the 
vanguard for real change in Nepal. He is a retired Physician's Assistant and 
lives in Michigan. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Our Religious Education Director, Regina Bucher, may be reached 
at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* All age groups: Family Picnic/Beach Day at Lido Beach.  
Everyone welcome!  Join us at the South Lido Beach Park picnic 
tables. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Share the Plate with ANSWER Nepal. We welcome Earle Canfield to 
Forum and our worship service. He is the Executive Director of the 
American-Nepali Students' and Women's Educational Relief (ANSWER 
Nepal). His organization empowers low caste children through high-quality 
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education that leads to college and to life-changing careers. His visit was 
scheduled before earthquakes devastated parts of the country. Now his 
presentations are a timely and unique opportunity to hear firsthand about 
Nepal.Today's Share-the-Plate will support ANSWER Nepal. 

  

LAKEWOOD RANCH UU 

* What could be better than giving others a chance to experience 
what it is to be a UU? The Lakewood Ranch organizing group is working 
toward making that a reality. Unitarian Universalists of Lakewood Ranch will 
not be our grandparents' church, but we will be united with the UU Church 
of Sarasota through shared resources, programs and ministerial support. 
Interested in helping bring Unitarian Universalism to Lakewood Ranch or 
want more information? Call John Yoder at 554-4783 or Alice Carden at 
302-2592. 

OUR COMMUNITY 

* A memorial service for Gary Barnes will be held onSaturday, 
May 30 at 10 AM in the Sanctuary. 

* Would you like to honor a friend who passed away or someone 
who made your day a little brighter?  Would you like to celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary or your grandchild's first tooth?  Make a Tribute 
donation today and send your check, with a Tribute form, to the church 
office.  Forms are available in the office and online.  Your Tribute will be 
acknowledged in the Contact.  

* The Caring Committee offers short term help with rides, meals 
and companionship.  If you are having surgery and would like us to be in 
touch, please contact Dee Widder at 377-9028 or widderd@verizon.net.  If 
you can offer a ride to a doctor's appointment or to church or need a ride, 
please contact Marcia Ryan at 365-4027. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Cinema Conversations will meet on Wednesday, June 3rd to 
discuss the ever popular "Woman in Gold." Join us at 7 pmin the Lexow 
Wing! 
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* USHERS are needed for Sunday Services.  Arrive at 10 AM, hand out 
the Order of Service and then help collect the Offering.  We can assign you 
once, twice or as many times as you wish to participate.  Please email Gail 
Colella at slightlymad1@verizon.netor call her at 924-2848.  Thank you. 

* HELP WANTED 
Our church prides itself on having a Green Sanctuary and part of that effort 
is not using disposable cups for coffee between services. We are in need 
of volunteers who will commit to washing coffee cups after church on the 
first and fourth Sunday of each month, or on a fill-in basis. Please contact 
June Brasgalla at 379-6071, or atjuneb22@comcast.net if you can help. Two 
people are needed each Sunday. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of 
homelessness and hunger, economic justice, human rights and 
the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting 
on the second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list 
at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social Justice table on 
Sunday. 

* Thank You, 77 Volunteers who served in the Backpack 
Program during the 2014-15 school year. You donated 400 hours and 
packed and delivered 5,056 bags of weekend food for low income and 
homeless school children in Sarasota. Special thanks to church staff 
Katherine Isabelle and Roberta Druif for on-campus coordination, problem 
solving and support. 

Kudos to our generous members and friends who 
funded Backpackthrough the Share-the-Plate program. 
Your gifts, plus contributions from the Concert Fund, 
provided the money needed for this past school year 
and for a smooth start when school reopens this fall. 

Signups begin in August for volunteer packers and 
drivers. Thank you, everyone, for making a difference 
in the lives of hungry kids. 

Sara and Don Slate, Backpack Coordinators 

* Peace Picnic on Memorial Day. Monday, May 25 at the peace pole at 
Island Park, located due west from Ringling Blvd. and Bayfront Ave. A 
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simple Song and Memorial Service at 11 a.m. to remember community 
peacemakers, followed by a picnic lunch. Sponsored by the Southwest 
Coalition of Peace & Justice and Pax Christi Manasota. 

* Racial Justice. The Social Justice committee's focus is hunger, 
homelessness and economic justice. Discussion has started about adding 
racial justice to that work. Decision this summer. 

* Bring Your Can to Church.  Make a food donation part of your Sunday 
morning. Dry cereal; cans of veggies, fruit, and tuna; peanut butter; toilet 
paper; and pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary walkway. 
Thank you! 

* Summer Reading Tutors & Mentors. Several area organizations will 
need volunteers this summer to play, read, and tutor.  UnidosNow's college 
prep program needs volunteer mentors. For more information, sign up at the 
Social Justice table. 

Also at our courtyard table today: Voting Rights Petition; Signup sheets 
for serving meals at Salvation Army; Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa 
and olive oil; Collection box for school points labels from food boxes; 
Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 31 

May 31- June 28:  New Series - Five Sermons on Happiness 

* "The Pursuit of Happiness," sermon by Rev. Roger Fritts 

The United States started with these words, "We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness."  But what does the word "happiness" mean?  
How do we measure happiness?  What research has been done about 
happiness? 

* Music:  Choir; Don Bryn, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

* 9:30 am Forum: "New Advances in Clean Nuclear Power: Is 
Thorium a Solution to Climate Change?"   Thorium has been described 
as "the wonder fuel that wasn't" because carbon energy producers have 
managed to keep it under the radar.  However, many believe that if it 



replaced uranium, it could transform the nuclear power industry.  Presenter, 
Bill Denison; Moderator, John Stinespring. 

 


