
 

 

 

 

 

 

July 5, 2015 Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota (UUCS) 
 

3975 Fruitville Road, Sarasota FL 34232 (941) 371-4974 Fax (941) 377-4897 www.uusarasota.org 

 

SUNDAY EVENTS, JULY 5 

* 10:30 a.m. "Oh Wow Oh Wow Oh Wow": A Liberal, Inter-arts and Scientific Perspective on Steve 

Jobs' Last Words, sermon by Rev Dr. Sara E. Zimmerman 

This sermon explores the topic of near-death experiences and some of our human efforts to describe the 

indescribable.  Dante Alighieri's 14th century description of Paradise has had a powerful influence on western ideas 

of heaven.  Ralph Waldo Emerson's 19th century less pictorial, but nevertheless powerful, description of the 

Oversoul provides a humanist contrast. Recent neurological research on near-death experiences satisfies the 

curiosity but seems not to explain it all away, leaving room in the spiritual/scientific dialog for further exploration.  

The sermon will be illustrated with several painters' perceptions of celestial landscapes.  

Rev. Dr. Sara E. Zimmerman retired in the fall of 2013 as the settled minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church 

of Tampa. Born and raised in south central Pennsylvania, she graduated from Hood College; earned a Master's 

degree in comparative literature from Indiana University, Bloomington; a Master of Divinity degree from the Pacific 

School of Religion; and, in 2009, a Doctor of Ministry degree from Meadville Lombard Theological School.  Prior to 

ordination as a Unitarian Universalist minister in 2001, Sara served for 20 years as a director for the alternative 

admissions program and lecturer in comparative literature and the arts at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

A year ago she completed a curriculum entitled "Spirituality, Science and Healing" that was funded in part by a 

grant from the Unitarian Universalist Funding Program. Sara is a proud grandmother to Henry, 12, and Helen, 9, 

who live in Milwaukee. 

* Music:  Latin Rendezvous, Jan Dorsett, piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

The talented duo Latin Rendezvous consists of flamenco guitarist David Munoz and Elise Amaral, a singer who also 

plays violin, Native American flutes and a host of exotic percussive instruments from around the world.  A perennial 

favorite at UUCS, they play a variety of World Music songs in Spanish, French, Greek, Italian and Portuguese and 

have delighted audiences in Tampa Bay since 2003.  

* 9:30 a.m. Forum:  "Current Topics in the News" The discussion will be "readers' choice" of current 

newsworthy items from this Sunday's and daily papers and online news.  Presented by members of the Forum 

Committee, moderated by Jim Chastain. 

WEEKLY 



* This is the first Sunday of July and the first Sunday of each month, there is an opportunity for 

interested folks to join the congregation.  Just come to the minister's office following the service. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Our Religious Education Director, Regina Bucher, may be reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* Nursery:  Loving care for Infants and toddlers is available. 

* We're practicing meditation! Join us as we learn about the practice of meditation and how it fits into religion 

and spirituality. 

UU'S OF LAKEWOOD RANCH 

* Prelude, hymns, instrumental and voice performance all will add to the experience of worship in 

our Sunday service, beginning September 13.  A friend has offered the loan of a keyboard.  Now we need one 

or more willing volunteers to play it.  We're also seeking musicians of all ages to share their gifts in solo, or group 

performance.  Please call John Yoder, 554-4783.  

CARING 

* The memorial for Marie Millett who died on June 23 will be held on Sunday, July 12, at 2:30 PM in 

our Sanctuary.  The Rev. Brock Leach will conduct the service. 

* Tribute from Monte and Sandy Hayes to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of their dear 

friends Charles and Lois Lee on July 10.  What a milestone! 

* Caring Suggestion:  Do you wear identification when you're out walking or bicycling?  It's easy to 

attach it to your hat or sneakers.  Be safe. 

* Would you like to honor a friend who passed away or someone who made your day a little 

brighter?  Would you like to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or your grandchild's graduation?  Make a Tribute 

donation today and send your check, with a Tribute form, to the church office.  Forms are available in the office and 

online.  Your Tribute will be acknowledged in the Contact.    

* The Caring Committee offers short term help with rides, meals and companionship.  If you are 

having surgery and would like us to be in touch, please contact Dee Widder at 377-9028 or widderd@verizon.net.  If 

you can offer a ride to a doctor's appointment or to church or need a ride, please contact Marcia Ryan at 365-4027. 

OUR COMMUNITY 

* www.uusarasota.org.  Have you looked at our website lately?  Preview upcoming services and forums.  

Look at our Directory. Check out birthdays.  If you don't know the password, call the office. 

mailto:rbucher@uusarasota.org
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http://www.uusarasota.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Summer Picnic (Second Sunday) Potluck:  Sunday, July 12 after the Service.  Please bring food to 

serve 8 people:  salads, sandwiches, desserts or other foods that do not need to be heated up.  All are welcome. 

* Religious Literacy Dialog 

A Universe from Nothing: Why There is Something Rather than Nothing by Lawrence M. Krauss will soon be the 

study book at our Wednesday dialogs from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the West Wing sponsored by Advocates for Religious 

Literacy. If you can't attend, you can participate by signing up for our email list. You can read the thoughts of others 

and share your own ideas if you so desire. No advanced reading is required. To sign up for the email list, or for 

additional information contact David Ryan at d2mryan@verizon.net or 365-4027. 

* We need you . . . to play "Bridge for Fun" Interested???   926-0809  Donna.Z.Allman@gmail.com 

* We need you . . . to play "Board Games for Fun" Interested???   Sue Cohen 952-3466  SueJanet@sbcglobal.net 

* You will make new friends with fellow UUers. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Hunger Volunteers Now Needed. Pack food at All Faiths Food Bank or help at a neighborhood food pantry. 

Days and times to suit your schedule. Learn more and sign up online only. 

http://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/volunteer 

* Sign the Solar Energy Petition. The language of the proposed solar energy Florida Constitutional Amendment 

has received preliminary approvals. Sign the petition at the Social Justice table to put the amendment on the 2016 

ballot. Don't sign the petition if you signed one earlier this year.  

* Sign the Voting Rights Petition. Sign this petition on the SJ table to amend the Florida constitution to 

automatically restore voting rights to people who had been involved in the criminal justice system. 47 states already 

do this to some degree. 

* Bethesda House Appreciates our regular food donations on Sundays. Thank you for bringing dry cereal; a can 

of veggies, fruit or tuna; peanut butter; toilet paper; or pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary 

walkway.  

* Serve the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed in the summer to serve either dinner on 

Wednesdays or lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule 

your time, visit the Social Justice table. 

mailto:d2mryan@verizon.net
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Also at our courtyard table today: Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa and olive oil; Collection box for 

school points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 12 

*10:30 a.m. "Superstition in Early America," by Bill Schustik 

Bill Schustik has performed for three U.S. presidents, appeared both on and off Broadway, authored two full length 

ballets and done more than a few commercial and public TV specials. He has performed in more than 2,000 towns 

and villages in the U.S. and makes his home in Sarasota. 

The first songs to be published on American shores were included in The Bay Psalm Book in 1640. "Psalm III" was 

one of them. It was not the kind of song most would be inclined to whistle as they walked through the woods. It was, 

as it's described in this same old book, a "sober tune." It is also a deceptively somber beginning to a lyrically 

delightful and sometimes poignant journey into one of the more deceptive realms of American history: folklore, folk 

and superstition. 

We'll meet some of the real characters of early colonial America. When Bill sings of Jolly Old Roger, the tin maker 

man, one can't help but feel good about the old fellow. But why are those people of other occupations, the miller, the 

weaver, and the tailor always getting themselves caught up in things unnatural? A rollicking, ribald, (think naughty) 

Puritan drinking song adds to the fun even though it evokes the spirit of one of Satan's minions - Robin Goodfellow. 

And there's the metaphysically haunting American favorite from the 15th century, "The Foggy, Foggy Dew." (It's 

also the first song ever to be censored on American network television [1949].) 

* 9:30 Forum:  "Timeline for Destabilization in the Middle East: Decades of Folly," The United States 

for many decades has not had a consistent or strategic policy in respect to our engagement in the Middle East. 

Today the folly continues, which encourages the rise of extremist groups like ISIS.  Will the same failed tactics bring 

the same dreadful results?  Moderator:  John Stinespring, Presenter:  Gene Jones.  

 


