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SUNDAY EVENTS, JULY 19 

* 10:30 a.m. "The Future of Religion:  What the "Nones" and the Nuns Have to Teach Us," Sermon 

by Rev. Brock Leach. 

It's no secret that mainline Protestant religion in America is in a tailspin.  When asked about their religious 

affiliation, more and more Americans, particularly young adults, identify themselves as "Nones."  Yet a majority 

would also say they are "spiritual but not religious," meaning they feel a need to be connected to a community and 

to what matters most in life.  It's just that "church" as they know it isn't doing it for them; they're interested in 

entirely new forms of religious community.   A growing number of religious entrepreneurs are rising to that 

challenge and many of them are young Unitarian Universalist ministers.  They just might be on to something.  

Today we'll explore some of these ideas, and the possibilities they might create for our future. 

Rev. Brock Leach is a Unitarian Universalist social justice minister and an affiliated community minister of the UU 

Church of Sarasota.   Most recently, Brock was vice-president of mission, strategy and innovation for the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) where he helped create and launch the UU College of Social Justice; 

Commit2Respond, a UU-wide campaign for Climate Justice; and UUSC Justice-Building, a new program to support 

congregations and activists in leading more effective justice work.  He also developed UUSC's Human Rights Impact 

Assessment System.   He is a member of the planning team for the Beyond the Call Entrepreneurial Ministry 

Program, an intensive education program for religious innovators created by the UUA and the UU Ministers 

Association. 

  

Prior to seminary, Brock spent 24 years with PepsiCo, having served as president and CEO of its Frito-Lay North 

America and Tropicana divisions.  His last position was as PepsiCo's chief innovation officer, leading the 

corporation's health and wellness initiative to develop healthier products and strengthen its global health policy. In 

that capacity, he helped found several private-public collaborations to address childhood obesity. 

  

Brock's volunteer interests are focused on the health and wellbeing of children and their families. He has served on 

the board of the YMCA of the USA, is past chair of the board of Habitat for Humanity Sarasota; and is current chair 

of the board of Children First, Sarasota County's Head Start provider.   Brock is a trustee of Dr. Dean Ornish's 

Preventive Medicine Research Institute, is a member of the Pastoral Care Advisory Board at Tampa General 

Hospital, and was recently elected to the Board of UUSC. 

  

He received his Bachelor's degree in economics from the University of Colorado Boulder, his MBA in finance and 
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marketing from the University of Chicago, and his Master of Divinity degree from Meadville Lombard Theological 

School in Chicago. 

* Music:  Marc Mannino, guitar; Don Bryn, Piano; Charlie Allman, organ. 

Marc Mannino, Jazz/Pop Guitar, is the Director of Jazz Studies for music at SCF. He also conducts SCF'S Jazz 

Ensemble and Jazz Combo and has expanded the music curriculum to include more offerings in the jazz, rock and 

pop genre. Mr. Mannino is a graduate of the Florida State University College of Music with degrees in both Music 

Performance and Music Education. He earned his Educational Specialists degree by applying existing music 

research to a real-life classroom setting, proving that music as a reinforcer has the ability to modify behavior. A 

lifelong music educator, Mr. Mannino has taught kindergarten through post- secondary music. He is also a veteran 

of the United States Air Force bands and has performed at major jazz and community festivals in Atlanta, 

Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, Miami and Toronto, Canada. 

Marc Mannino has also been the guitarist for many Florida productions of Broadway Shows including: Joseph and 

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Working, The Last Five Years,Altar Boyz, Jesus Christ Superstar, Swing, 

and Johnny Guitar. Mannino recently served as the guitarist for Broadway star Idina Menzel at the Kravis Center in 

West Palm Beach. He was also the guitarist for the Sarasota Opera Company's production of Otello and The Barber 

of Seville. 

For the last several years, Mannino directed the State College of Florida's Jazz Bands at the University of Central 

Florida and the University of North Texas Jazz Festivals. 

Marc Mannino performs locally for many weddings and special events at distinctive venues such as The Ringling 

Museum, St. Armand's Circle, The Ritz Carlton and Selby Gardens. 

* 9:30 a.m. Forum:  "How We Can Prevent Another Ferguson," presented by Sarasota Chief of 

Police, Bernadette Di Pino. 

Chief of Police Bernadette De Pino will describe initiatives to improve policing practices and minority 

representation among the ranks of the Sarasota Police.  Will her actions prevent another Ferguson?  Subsequent 

discussion to be moderated by Verna Safran. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Our Religious Education Director, Regina Bucher, may be reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* 10:30 a.m. Nursery:  Loving care for Infants and toddlers is available. 

* 10:30 a.m. We're practicing yoga!  Join us as we learn about the practice of yoga and how it fits into religion 

and spirituality. 

* 12:00 noon.  Bounce Down Under Trip.  After the Sunday Service, the Religious Education families will be 

heading around the block to Bounce Down Under, an in-house bounce center.  The kids will be able to explore all 
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sorts of bounce houses and slides inside the wonderful air conditioning, while the parents and families get to spend 

some time together! 

UU'S OF LAKEWOOD RANCH 

* Spread the word with your "friends" by "liking us" on Facebook.  Our new community of UU's will meet 

every Sunday at9 am @ the River Club beginning September 13. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

* Calling all Men!  Would you enjoy the chance to have ongoing, thought-provoking discussions with other 

interesting men?  Are you available on Wednesday evenings?  If so, contact Jack Carden,j.carden@ieee.org or 302-

7755 for one of the two remaining openings. 

* UU Singles will eat like Italians at Papa Nicks at noon onSunday, July 26th (Monthly on the 4th 

Sunday).  Just show up, no reservation required.  Each of you will receive a paper copy of the activity sign-up sheets 

so you will know who to call when you want to go to a movie, walk or restaurant with a friend of similar interests.  

Papa Nicks, 4940 Fruitville Rd.  Meet us there or we can carpool from the church.  

Contact DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571. 

* Cooking with Friends is organizing now so we can learn to cook more healthily and more sustainably.  From 

loaves to casseroles to soups and desserts, we will explore them all.  Small groups of approximately 6 people will 

join in one of our member's kitchens for four consecutive weeks and will cook and eat together. Please offer your 

kitchen and we will find friends to cook with you.  Contact DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571 or see the bulletin 

board, if you want to sign up for the class or offer your kitchen.  Costs will be shared among the group. 

* Creating Fellowship in our Church just got easier, because the Adult Programs Committee has installed a 

Bulletin Board to keep you up to date on all of the offerings in addition to the Church's wonderful web site which is 

constantly improving.  Come see what's going on this week and beyond and see if you recognize anyone in the over 

fifty photographs.  Questions? ContactDA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571. 

CARING 

* Caring Suggestion:  Do you wear identification when you're out walking or bicycling?  It's easy to 

attach it to your hat or sneakers.  Be safe. 

* Would you like to honor a friend who passed away or someone who made your day a little 

brighter?  Would you like to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or your grandchild's graduation?  Make a Tribute 

donation today and send your check, with a Tribute form, to the church office.  Forms are available in the office and 

online.  Your Tribute will be acknowledged in the Contact.   

* The Caring Committee offers short term help with rides, meals and companionship.  If you are 

having surgery and would like us to be in touch, please contact Dee Widder at 377-9028 or widderd@verizon.net.  If 

you can offer a ride to a doctor's appointment or to church or need a ride, please contact Marcia Ryan at 365-4027. 
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OUR COMMUNITY 

* www.uusarasota.org.  Have you looked at our website lately?  Preview upcoming services and forums.  

Look at our Directory. Check out birthdays.  If you don't know the password, call the office. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Wanted: Computers That Don't Work. For eight years, member Mel Thomas has repaired and rebuilt 

broken desktop and laptop computers for Trinity Multicultural Life Church located at MLK and N. Osprey. The 

computers support math and reading tutoring in Trinity's Dreamers After-School Assistance Program and go to 

promising students that cannot afford one. Mel needs more computers to fix, so if you have one to give, contact him 

at 383-9203 or melane75@comcast.net. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Documentary on the Texas Board of Education promotingChristianity in public schools by rewriting text 

books. "The Revisionaries" will be shown on July 22 at 5:30 p.m. in the Jefferson Room. Sponsored by the 

Sarasota-Manatee Chapter of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State. Admission: free. 

* Hunger Volunteers Are Needed to pack food at All Faiths Food Bank or help at a neighborhood food pantry. 

Days and times to suit your schedule. Learn more, call a friend and sign up online 

athttp://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/volunteer. 

* Sign the Solar Energy Petition. The language of the proposed solar energy Florida Constitutional Amendment 

has received preliminary approvals. Sign the petition at the Social Justice table to put the amendment on the 2016 

ballot. Don't sign the petition if you signed one earlier this year. 

* Sign the Voting Rights Petition. Sign this petition on the SJ table to amend the Florida constitution to 

automatically restore voting rights to people who had been involved in the criminal justice system. 47 states already 

do this to some degree. 

* Thank You! from Bethesda House for your regular food donations on Sundays. Dry cereal; cans of veggies, 

fruit or tuna; peanut butter; toilet paper; and pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary walkway. 

* Serve the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed in the summer to serve either dinner on 

Wednesdays or lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule 

your time, visit the Social Justice table. 
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At our courtyard table today: Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa and olive oil; Collection box for school 

points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 26 

* 10:30 a.m. "A Spiritual Response to Fast-Paced Change," sermon by Dr. Jody McBrien, who 

states: 

"I chose Robert Putnam's new book, Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis as the primary reading for a short 

graduate course this summer. Putnam's comparison of growing up in the 50s & 60s (the "good old days") has 

caused me to reflect on where we have been, respond to where we are, and revere where we might be going. In this 

sermon, I would like to explore some revolutionary changes in the past 50 years and have us think about what our 

principles tell us about responding to and caring for our brave and curious new world." 

Dr. Jody McBrien is an Associate Professor in the College of Education at USF Sarasota-Manatee. Her research has 

taken her around the US and to many countries to explore culture and conduct research and service with war-

affected children and families. Next Sunday she will be returning to Lira, northern Uganda, to celebrate having 

completed four years of loving work together with a group of remarkable impoverished women leaders and 

adolescent girl students. They will be launching their book,Cold Water: Women and Girls in Lira, Uganda, which 

allows the women to relate details about their own lives, how they survived Kony's Lord's Resistance Army war, and 

how they are working to rebuild their communities and strengthen rights for women. 

* Music:  Don Bryn, Piano. 

* 9:30 Forum:  "School Vouchers Reexamined."  Moderator: Verna Safran, Presenter:  Don Diddams. 


