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SUNDAY EVENTS, JULY 26 

* 10:30 a.m. "A Spiritual Response to Fast-Paced Change," sermon by Dr. Jody McBrien, who 

states: 

"I chose Robert Putnam's new book, Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis as the primary reading for a short 

graduate course this summer. Putnam's comparison of growing up in the 50s & 60s (the "good old days") has 

caused me to reflect on where we have been, respond to where we are, and revere where we might be going. In this 

sermon, I would like to explore some revolutionary changes in the past 50 years and have us think about what our 

principles tell us about responding to and caring for our brave and curious new world." 

Dr. Jody McBrien is an Associate Professor in the College of Education at USF Sarasota-Manatee. Her research has 

taken her around the U.S. and to many countries to explore culture and conduct research and service with war-

affected children and families. Next Sunday she will be returning to Lira, northern Uganda, to celebrate having 

completed four years of loving work together with a group of remarkable impoverished women leaders and 

adolescent girl students. They will be launching their book, Cold Water: Women and Girls in Lira, Uganda, which 

allows the women to relate details about their own lives, how they survived Kony's Lord's Resistance Army war, and 

how they are working to rebuild their communities and strengthen rights for women. 

* Music:  Don Bryn, Piano. 

* 9:30 Forum:  "School Vouchers Reexamined." The conservative push for "school choice" and publicly 

funded vouchers for private schools seems like a Trojan horse for religion and the privatization of our public 

education system. But the parents whose children are failing in the public schools are desperate for choices and 

alternatives for their kids. Can we meet their needs without undermining our public education system? Presented 

by Don Diddams. Subsequent discussion to be moderated by Verna Safran.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Our Religious Education Director, Regina Bucher, may be reached at rbucher@uusarasota.org 

* 10:30 a.m. Nursery:  Loving care for infants and toddlers is available. 
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* 10:30 a.m. We're practicing Qigong!  Join us as we learn about the practice of Qigong and how it fits into 

religion and spirituality. 

OTHER SUNDAY EVENTS 

* Share the Plate With A Day of Hope 

Sunday's offering will support this congregation's Day Of Hope back-to-school project with the Sarasota Y 

Teen Shelter. Volunteers from the church will take kids shoe shopping, bowling, and celebrate the closest teen 

birthday. In past years, our offering has also provided movie tickets throughout the year to shelter residents. 

The shelter provides temporary housing and safe care for southwest Florida youth ages 10 to 17 who have run away, 

are experiencing family conflict or have been locked out of their homes. The shelter is open 24/7 at 1106 South 

Briggs Avenue in Sarasota. 

  

At the shelter, teens live in a family-like atmosphere. During the school year they receive daily transportation to and 

from school and after school tutoring. They also participate in educational and recreational activities. 

A Residential Counselor and a Case Manager provide individual, group and family counseling. Their goal is to teach 

youth and parents appropriate behaviors that will strengthen their family upon return to the home. The family is 

referred to an appropriate after-care counselor or program to continue the healing process.  

Please give generously in support of our Day of Hope for these teens, their families and our caring volunteers. 

* UU Singles will eat like Italians at Papa Nicks at noon on Sunday, July 26th (Monthly on the 4th 

Sunday).  Just show up, no reservation required.  Each of you will receive a paper copy of the activity sign-up sheets 

so you will know who to call when you want to go to a movie, on a walk or to a restaurant with a friend of similar 

interests.  Papa Nicks, 4940 Fruitville Rd.  Meet us there or we can carpool from the church.  Contact 

DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571. 

UU'S OF LAKEWOOD RANCH 

* Ever thought you'd like to make an adjustment in a UU Sunday service?  You are welcome to join our 

LWR Organizing Group as we review and refine a draft of our new Lakewood Ranch Community's Order of Service, 

Sunday night, July 26 at 6 pm at Jim and Jeanie Craig's house.  Call (554-4783) or email 

(iamjohnyoder@gmail.com) John Yoder to get directions. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

* Cooking with Friends is organizing now so we can learn to cook more healthily and more sustainably.  From 

loaves to casseroles to soups and desserts, we will explore them all.  Small groups of approximately 6 people will 

join in one of our member's kitchens for four consecutive weeks and will cook and eat together. Please offer your 
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kitchen and we will find friends to cook with you.  Contact DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571 or see the bulletin 

board, if you want to sign up for the class or offer your kitchen.  Costs will be shared among the group. 

* Creating Fellowship in our Church just got easier, because the Adult Programs Committee has installed a 

Bulletin Board to keep you up-to-date on all of the offerings in addition to the Church's wonderful web site which is 

constantly improving.  Come see what's going on this week and beyond and see if you recognize anyone in the over-

fifty photographs.  Questions? Contact DA@DeeAnnaDowdle.com 350-3571. 

CARING 

* A big thank you to Katherine, our custodian, for her fine work in the kitchen.  Katherine stripped the 

cabinet doors and drawers of the worn vinyl and painted them white.  Looks beautiful. 

* Would you like to honor a friend who passed away or someone who made your day a little 

brighter?  Would you like to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or your grandchild's graduation?  Make a Tribute 

donation today and send your check, with a Tribute form, to the church office.  Forms are available in the office and 

online.  Your Tribute will be acknowledged in the Contact.    

* The Caring Committee offers short term help with rides, meals and companionship.  If you are 

having surgery and would like us to be in touch, please contact Dee Widder at 377-9028 or widderd@verizon.net.  If 

you can offer a ride to a doctor's appointment or to church or need a ride, please contact Marcia Ryan at 365-4027. 

OUR COMMUNITY 

* www.uusarasota.org.  Have you looked at our website lately?  Preview upcoming services and forums.  

Look at our Directory. Check out birthdays.  If you don't know the password, call the office. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Cinema Conversations - Even though our movie of the month is "Mr. Holmes," the date, time and place is no 

mystery! So enjoy the film on your own and be part of a great discussion on Wednesday, August 5th at 7pm in 

the Lexow Wing. 

OUR COMMITMENTS - SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The UUCS Social Justice Committee addresses issues of homelessness and hunger, economic 

justice, human rights and the health of our planet. To learn more, attend our noon meeting on the 

second Tuesday of the month, join the mailing list at justice@uusarasota.org or stop by the Social 

Justice table on Sunday. 

* Hunger Volunteers Are Needed to pack food at All Faiths Food Bank or help at a neighborhood food pantry. 

Days and times to suit your schedule. Learn more, call a friend and sign up online at 

http://www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/volunteer. 
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* Sign the Solar Energy Petition. The language of the proposed solar energy Florida Constitutional Amendment 

has received preliminary approvals. Sign the petition at the Social Justice table to put the amendment on the 2016 

ballot. Don't sign the petition if you signed one earlier this year.  

* Sign the Voting Rights Petition. Sign this petition on the SJ table to amend the Florida constitution to 

automatically restore voting rights to people who had been involved in the criminal justice system. 47 states already 

do this to some degree. 

* Bethesda House Thanks Us for our regular food donations on Sundays. Dry cereal; cans of veggies, fruit or 

tuna; peanut butter; toilet paper; and pet food.  Look for the collection box on the Sanctuary walkway.  

* Serve the Hungry at Salvation Army. Kitchen helpers are needed in the summer to serve either dinner on 

Wednesdays or lunch on Fridays at Salvation Army at 1400 10th St., Sarasota. For more information or to schedule 

your time, visit the Social Justice table. 

At our courtyard table today: Fair Trade coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa and olive oil; Collection box for school 

points labels from food boxes; Collection jug for non-recyclable plastic caps to benefit a local school. 

COMING NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 

*10:30 a.m.  "Making Peace with Women's Bodies," sermon by Katie Culbert 

How do we honor a woman's worth and dignity in a culture that emphasizes the beauty of being thin, young and 

flawless? Some scholars believe there is a connection between spirituality and body image. If so, how does religion 

impact a woman's self-worth and a culture's positive or negative influence?  

Katherine "Katie" Culbert graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from Meadville-Lombard Theological School. 

She is a part-time Chaplain at Tampa General Hospital, served as the Director of Religious Education for children 

and youth at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa for eight years and recently completed a two-year position 

as Intern Minister at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota, Florida. Her passions are family ministry, 

Unitarian Universalist evangelism, social justice, worship arts and sparking the imagination of Unitarian 

Universalist leaders in thinking of bold new ways to create religious community and grow our faith. Katherine lives 

in Tampa with her two children, Casey (8) and Desi (10) and her husband JD.  

* Music:  Juan de la Sierra, guitar; Don Bryn, piano. 

* 9:30 Forum:  "Commit2Respond Environmental Issues" 

Two members of our church's committee will present current issues of environmental concern.  Moderator:  

DeeAnna Dowdle; Presenters:  Shells Siskin and Paul Lewis. 

 



 


