
Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota 

Annual Meeting  

March 30, 2014 

 

At 12:45pm, after the meeting of the UUCS Endowment Fund had been completed, the annual meeting 

of the UUCS Congregation was called to order by the Julie Leach, President.  Julie introduced Board 

member Jim Keeney as Parliamentarian for the meeting.  

Madeline Hardie, Secretary, reported we had a quorum of 138 members out of a total voting 

membership of 398. 

Julie welcomed everyone and thanked office staff and volunteers for their work in the past year. 

Madeline Hardie made a motion to approve the minutes of the 2013 UUCS Annual Meeting as written, 

and it was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Sara Slate, Chair of the Nominating Committee presented the report of the Nominating Committee; and 

presented the following slate of candidates.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the slate of 

candidates, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

CANDIDATE POSITION TERM 

BILL PAYTON PRESIDENT ONE YEAR (2014-15) 

CHARLES LEE VICE PRESIDENT ONE YEAR (2014-15) 

LYNDA HILL SECRETARY ONE YEAR (2014-15) 

JULIE LEACH TREASURER ONE YEAR (2014-15) 

WARD PALLOTTA DIRECTOR THREE YEARS (2014-2017) 

NANCY THOMAS DIRECTOR THREE YEARS (2014-2017) 

DIANE HAPPY DIRECTOR THREE YEARS (2014-2017) 

MADELINE HARDIE DIRECTOR TWO YEARS (2014-2016) 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

CANDIDATE POSITION TERM 

LOIS LEE MEMBER TWO YEARS (2014-2016) 

SUSAN ISGAR MEMBER TWO YEARS (2014-2016) 

MONTE HAYES MEMBER ONE YEAR (2014-2015) 

CATHERINE BONNER MEMBER TWO YEARS (2014-2016) 

 



In addition to the trustees elected above, the following members are continuing as directors on the 

Board of Trustees:  Donna Allman (term ends 2015) and Joan Waite (term ends 2016). 

Julie thanked those members of the Board who are leaving the Board of Trustees in 2014 :  James 

Keeney, John Stinespring, Catherine Bonner, Ruth Agnew and Susan Isgar, for their Board service. 

In addition to the trustees elected above, the following members are continuing as members of the 

Nominating Committee, and their terms expire in 2015: Sara Slate, Mira Fredericks and Shirley Foss 

Sara thanked those members leaving the Nominating Committee in 2014 for their service: Jim 

Raudabaugh and Nancy Sciore. 

Bill Payton, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s report.  The 2013 - 2014 fiscal year is expected to end 

with some amount of unexpended funds which can be placed into our reserve accounts. The 

stewardship campaign is going well with 92% of our goal reached at this date.  Bill introduced Roberta 

Druif, Director of Finance and Operations, to present the proposed budget for 2014.   

Roberta gave and overall walk-through of the budget and highlighted any proposed significant changes 

from the current year.  After her presentation, a motion was made to pass the budget and it was 

seconded, and the budget passed unanimously. See budget attached. 

Julie introduced the proposed Covenant of Good relations; and gave some background as to how the 

Board had created this proposed document and how it could be useful in congregational life.  A motion 

was made and seconded to adopt this proposed covenant of Good Relations, and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

Covenant of Good Relations 

Covenant of Good Relations for the Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota, Florida. 

Preamble: 

We members of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota, Florida covenant to treat ourselves and 

one another with respect. We vow to live our values, to learn, and to serve in ways that are fulfilling and 

responsible. 

We respect and honor ourselves and others when we: 

 listen, speak, and act with integrity and compassion; 

 communicate openly without anonymous criticism; and 

 express gratitude and appreciation. 

We value ourselves and others when we: 

 invite and welcome into our church the diverse populations and cultures of the wider community; 

 enjoy each other with playfulness and good humor; 



 act with awareness of ecological issues. 

We learn when we: 

 educate ourselves about church structure and governance, and the responsibilities of ministers, staff, 

and volunteers; 

 appreciate our own limitations as well as those of others;  

 practice the established process of resolving differences; and 

 actively listen to each other. 

We serve when we: 

 contribute our financial resources, time. and skills according to our ability, whenever possible; 

 model Unitarian Universalist beliefs and values; and 

 strive to reflect more accurately the demographics of the wider community in our Church. 

 

Julie gave an update of the church sign project.  All permits have been received and the sign 

construction should begin soon.  Julie introduced Rick Sandler, Chair of the Worship Committee who 

discussed the possible service times for next year when we move to two services during busy season.  

Congregational members asked questions, and after discussion, were asked to send their thoughts along 

to the worship committee on this subject. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm 

Minutes submitted by Madeline Hardie 


