
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF SARASOTA 

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

 January 20, 2015 
 

Attending: Bill Payton, Nancy Thomas, Julie Leach, Madeline Hardie, Lynda Hill, Ward Pallotta, 
Charles Lee, Diane Happy, Donna Allman, Mary Maldonado 

Staff: Roberta Druif, Roger Fritts, Katie Culbert, Regina Bucher 

Guests: Susan Isgar 

I Welcome – Thoughts for the Day – Check-in 
 
II Last Meeting‘s Minutes and Review of Administrative Reports 

Motion: A motion was made to approve December’s Meeting Minutes. Passed 
unanimously. 

The President’s Report, Minister’s Report and Director of Finance and Operations Reports 
were sent to all Board members prior to the meeting for review. There were no additional 
comments. 
 
Census. We have noticed a growing number of Friends (total congregation of 584, of which 80 
are Friends) in our Church. There does not seem to be any obvious reason for this, but we will 
need to review if this trend continues. 

 
III Treasurer’s Report 

 Fiscal Year 2014/15 financials were reviewed. 
 

There was one recommendation to the Board from the Finance Committee.  Motion:  To 
include $4,000 in the budget to support the Lakewood Ranch project, which would be 
contingent upon receiving the grant we are applying for.  
 
There will be an11:00 Budget Meeting this Thursday which is open to all. 

 
IV Continuing Business and Review Action Items (moved after New Business, below, to allow 

Susan Isgar to make her presentation to the Board for the Nominating Committee).  
 

First Sunday Member Signing for February moved to February 8, as February 1 is the Auction 
– Diane Happy will represent the Board 

 
Governance Committee presented proposed changes to the Church Bylaws, the majority of 
which are for clarification purposes only. Each change was discussed and wording updated 
where required. There was only one significant update, to add our process on a Ministerial 
Search process as one does not exist currently. This would be the addition of a Section 3 to 
Article VI – Committees, and is worded as follows: 

Section 3: Ministerial Search Committee 
The Church will follow the guidelines in the “Selecting the Search Committee” section of 
the UUA Settlement Handbook. 



 Motion: To approve all proposed wording and place these proposed changes on the agenda 
of the annual meeting. Passed unanimously.  [The proposed changes are attached to these 
Minutes.]  
 
It was noted that two minor Policy Manual corrections are required, based on the decision the 
Board made last month to recognize a single Webmaster. The Policy Manual (pages 9 and 11) 
will be updated to correct the occurrences of the word “Webmasters” to “Webmaster.” 
 

  
 
V New Business  
 Nominating Committee presentation: 
 Susan Isgar presented the slate of next year’s nominees for Church positions 
 

The Nominating Committee proposed eliminating a deficit in the Bylaws by adding the 
following wording to the end of Article VI, Section 2, regarding vacancies on the Nominating 
Committee: 

In the event of a vacancy on the Nominating Committee for any reason, the Nominating 
Committee may elect a successor to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. The continuance of this successor shall be subject to approval by the Membership 
at the next annual meeting. 

 
Motion: to allow the Nominating Committee’s wording for bylaws be included on the agenda 
for the annual meeting. Passed unanimously. 
 
 

 
 


