
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF SARASOTA 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Meeting Minutes – August 18, 2015 
 

 
Attending:  Bill Payton, Ward Pallotta, Lynda Hill, Diane Happy, Madeline Hardie,          
              Mary Maldonado, Nancy Thomas, Julie Leach, John Yoder 
Absent:  Charles Lee 
Staff:      Roberta Druif 
Guests:  Jim Craig, Jeanie Craig, DeeAnna Dowdle, Klaus Obermeit 

________________________________________ 
 

1. Welcome:  Bill called the meeting to order and welcomed members 
back from the board’s summer break in July.  Members shared brief 
updates of their recent activities. 
 

2. Review of June 16, 2015 Minutes: 
          Motion: To approve the minutes as submitted.  Motion passed    
          unanimously. 

 
3. Administrative Reports:  

The following reports were submitted prior to the meeting.  
• President’s Report 
• Director of Finance and Operations Report 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report:  Julie reported that the church’s finances were 

strong, with 49% of revenue from annual pledge income received to 
date.  The Building and Grounds Committee report to the Finance 
Committee projected various maintenance and repair projects 
including capital costs associated with the future repair and upkeep 
of the Sanctuary.  A detailed report from this committee will be 
presented to the Board in the fall.    

� Distinguished Lectureship Proposal - Jim Craig reviewed the 
history of the Rose Frank Distinguished Lectureship program at 
UUCS.  In that tradition, Jim proposed bringing Bishop John Spong 
to Sarasota for a two day lecture program February 12 & 13, 2016. 
Bishop Spong, an internationally known speaker and writer known 
for his influential positions as a liberal theologian and social justice 
commentator, is believed to be a strong draw that will cover the 
cost of his engagement and contribute to the Rose Frank Fund.      
The program would be promoted area wide and open to the public, 
focusing on liberal religious leaders and their congregations.   An 
admission fee designed to cover Spong’s travel expenses and 
modest fee are to be determined with a discount offered to UUCS 
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members.  Rev. Roger Ray, a progressive pastor in the Springfield, 
MO area will also speak as part of the Spong engagement.   Jeanie 
Craig, Dick and Diane Happy, Rick and Barbara Sandler, Don and 
Barbara DeMaio, Klaus Obermeit and Roger Fritts are assisting Jim 
in the project’s coordination. 
 
Jim proposed using the balance of the Rose Frank Fund ($4,200) 
to bring Bishop Spong to Sarasota.  Jim offered to personally cover 
any additional out-of-pocket costs for the engagement, to be 
reimbursed as revenue from the event allowed.  Revenue beyond 
the full costs of the event would be directed to the Rose Frank 
Distinguished Lectureship Fund.  
 
Motion:  UUCS to contractually commit to bring Bishop Spong 
and Rev. R. Ray to Sarasota as described in the preceding 
paragraphs.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

5. RE Status Update: 
Bill reported the resignation of Regina Bucher as Director of 
Religious Education.  The Personnel Committee will be requested 
to begin a search for her replacement.  Bill attended a recent 
meeting of the RE Committee and was encouraged by their 
enthusiasm and commitment.   
 
The Lakewood Ranch and main campus RE programs are 
continuing in their planning and development under the interim 
direction of Nancy Thomas.  Nancy reported that current work on 
both campuses is focused on solidifying curriculum for the fall 
semester and finding volunteer teachers for Nursery through 6th 
grade students.   The RE Committee is evaluating the need and  
timing for the possible offering of the OWL program (aimed at teen 
youth within UUCS and throughout the community) sometime 
between the fall kick-off of RE and May of next year.  Church 
members are being invited to volunteer as guest RE teachers  
(1 time only) on the 4th Sunday of each month to share their life 
passions and career experiences with the children in RE.  

 
6. Lakewood Ranch Schedule: 

John reported on the planned UUs of Lakewood Ranch start-up: 
 

� Sept. 4, Music on Main – the UUs of LWR Organizing Group 
will staff a booth in this ‘1st Friday’ event in the downtown 
LWR business district.  This public introduction of UUs of 
LWR will be part of a public awareness strategy to promote 
community awareness and appreciation for this new UU 
presence in LWR.  Public notices promoting our first service 
will be widely placed in the Lakewood Ranch area. 
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� Sept. 6, ‘Invite a Friend’ UUCS Bulletin Insert –  
Pending Worship Committee support, an invitation will be 
enclosed in the UUCS Sunday bulletin inviting members to 
‘Invite a Friend’ living in the LWR area to attend our first and 
subsequent services at The River Club (6600 River Club 
Blvd., Bradenton, 34202).  Directions will be included. 
 

� Sept. 13, (9am) First UU of LWR Sunday Service –  
Rev. Roger Fritts will lead our inaugural service to be held 
at The River Club.  Board members were invited and 
encouraged to attend both this first service and the UUCS 
Sunday service to support our new UU community in LWR.     

  
7. Volunteer Recognition:  DeeAnna Dowdle proposed the 

development of a program to highlight the church’s many 
volunteers with a brief update of one person’s role and activity in 
each week’s Contact.  In discussion, the concept evolved to use the 
weekly recognition as a recruitment tool to support our many 
volunteer led programs.  A concern was raised that some members 
might feel slighted if not recognized.  Further discussion focused on 
developing an organizational culture of appreciation and service 
that promoted volunteerism as a key component of membership.  
Bill suggested that an ad hoc committee composed of himself, 
Roberta and DeeAnna, meet and develop guidelines for volunteer 
recognition.   
 

8. Green Business Partner Recognition:  DeeAnna reported 
meeting with Sarasota County officials to review their standards for 
recognizing local area businesses and organizations adhering to 
‘Green’ standards in their operations.  During a tour of our grounds 
and facilities, the local officials were impressed with UUCS and 
indicated the church was eligible for an award.  Group discussion 
led to agreement that the award would honor the good work of 
many volunteers including the Building and Grounds Committee.   
It could also serve to promote the public’s awareness of our UU 
commitment to support the earth’s ecology.  DeeAnna was asked to 
meet with the Worship Committee to determine the best way to 
receive the award and recognize our many UUCS volunteers who 
made it possible.    
 

9. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John Yoder 


