
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF SARASOTA 
Annual Meeting of the Church 

March 26, 2017 
 
 
Call to Order 
The annual meeting was called to order at 11:08am by President Charles Lee, with sufficient 
members either present or providing a proxy, to constitute a quorum. 
 
Approval of Previous Year’s Minutes 
Motion to dispense with a reading of the 2016 Annual Meeting minutes and approve them without 
correction was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Year End Financial Report 
Roberta Druif, Director of Finance and Church Operations, provided a summary overview of the 
current year’s church operating performance.  Overall results were positive with a projected net 
positive margin projected for year end.  Notable financial events of the current year included: 

ü Very successful Pledge Campaign and Fund Raising as evidenced in the 
the Flea Market and Serendipity Auction’s impressive results 

ü Lakewood Ranch approaching financial break-even 
ü >$20,000 Share-the-Plate contributions to Social Justice initiatives 
ü >$23,000 received in a capital campaign to purchase a new piano 
ü Proceeds from the Orcutt art sale benefiting the church 

Looking forward to the new fiscal year (2017-18), Roberta reported that 88% of the pledge portion 
of the church’s 2017-18 budget target of $581,366 has been obtained through member pledges.  
The new church budget will have a primary focus of underwriting the Building and Grounds 
reserve fund to address items like: 

§ Re-paving the driveway and parking areas 
§ Replacement of AC units in the West Wing 
§ Future roofing costs 

Other considerations in the budget include new costs associated with: 
§ An Independent Audit 
§ Caring Committee 
§ Staff pay and benefits 

Roberta closed her presentation with special thanks for all the church’s many volunteers. 
Motion:  Charles noted a motion and second to approve the new 2017-18 church budget as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
Representing the Nominating Committee, Joanne Curtis presented the slate of nominees for the 
Board of Trustees (officers and members): 

v Executive Committee: 
§ Ward Pallotta……………..President 
§ Bill Payton………………...Treasurer 
§ Ava Whaley……………….Secretary 
§ Dale Anderson……………Vice President 

v Members at Large: 
§ Claudia Holtzclaw………..3 year term, 2017 - 2020 
§ Anne McFarlane………….3 year term, 2017 - 2020 
§ Lynda Hill………………….3 year term, 2015 - 2018 
§ Mary Lou Keller…………...3 year term, 2017 - 2020 
§ Charles Lee………….…....3 year term, 2017 - 2018 
§ John Yoder……….…….....2 year term, 2016 – 2018 

Motion:  A motion to approve the slate of proposed officers and members was made, 
seconded and passed unanimously. 
The following slate of nominees for new Nominating Committee members was presented: 
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§ Ron Brown………….……..2 year term, 2017 – 2019 
§ Bill Geller……………….….2 year term, 2017 – 2019 
§ Diane Happy………..……..2 year term, 2017 - 2019 
§ Nancy Thomas……..……..2 year term, 2017 - 2019 

Motion:  A motion to approve the slate of proposed new members to the Nominating 
Committee was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Declaration of Conscience 
Ward Pallotta read a Declaration of Conscience from the UUA and UUCS, which was approved 
by the UUCS Board and Social Justice Committee. The declaration commits to putting UU values 
into action to resist hate, fear and bigotry.   
Motion:  A motion to approve the Declaration of Conscience was made, seconded and 
passed unanimously. 
 
President’s Report 
Charles noted highlights and leaders of the church in the last year including our: 

Ø 80 New Members who joined the church 
Ø Minister Roger Fritts 
Ø Our Choir, Robert Lischetti and Don Bryn; Music Program 
Ø Roberta Druif, Judy McGrath and Katherine Isabelle; valued Church Staff 
Ø Susan Cook-Hallock; Religious Education Program Direction  
Ø Treasurer Bill Payton, Treasurer and Finance Committee 
Ø Dale Anderson; Board’s Strategic Planning and Stewardship Campaign 
Ø Karen Bush; Leadership Development Plan and Sunday Worship Schedule 
Ø Dick and Diane Happy; Building and Grounds 
Ø Katie Culbert’s Ordination 
Ø Bob Meadows; Facility Planning 
Ø Susan Brucklacher; Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
Ø John Yoder; Unitarian Universalists of Lakewood Ranch 
Ø Klaus Obermeit; Worship Committee, Audio Visual 
Ø Lynda Hill; Committee Structural Analysis and Membership Committee 
Ø Ward Pallotta; Social Justice Committee and Vice President 
Ø Lois Lee; Charles’ top supporter, Social Dir. (and chef) for >200 lunches in the Lee home 
Ø UUCS Board; the best Charles has ever worked with (and he’s worked with a lot) 
Ø Each and Every Volunteer who has labored to make our church what it is. 

The congregation recognized the volunteers, achievements of the past year and Charles 
leadership as President with a standing ovation. 
 
Ward Pallotta also recognized Charles as an excellent Talent Recruiter, willing Volunteer, 
superlative Herder of Cats (the board) and enthusiastic Servant Leader.  The congregation 
seconded this well-deserved praise with another round of applause. 
 
Charles in turn thanked Ward for assuming the duties of President, noting his ongoing 
service to our church since his arrival in Sarasota 5 years ago, his dedication to the values 
and principles of Unitarian Universalism as evidenced in his leadership of the Social 
Justice Committee and service to the Board of Trustees.  The Congregation expressed 
their agreement and appreciation with a round of applause. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, Charles adjourned the meeting at 11:35am.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Yoder 
Secretary 


