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Reading 

 

My reading is from a passage from the New Testament, Mark, chapter 8 verses 27 to 33.  

 

27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say 

I am?” 

28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.”  

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”  

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 

rise again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” 

he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  

 

I studied this passage with a woman professor at a Jesuit School in Berkeley, California. She 

suggested a theory about this passage that very much appealed to me. She said someone added 

verses 30, 31 and 32 much later. Originally, the passage read this way:  

 

27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say 

I am?”  

28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.”   

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”  

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” 

he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” 

  

In other words, originally, Jesus got angry when Peter said that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, 

and insisted that he was just a human being, not the Messiah. 

 

Sermon 

 

What do Muslims, Jews, Hindus and Buddhists say about Jesus? An Islamic scholar says that 

Jesus was a link in a chain of messengers sent by God. This series of great Messengers includes 

Abraham, Noah, Moses, and Mohammed. Therefore, this scholar says that Muslims should love 

and respect Jesus as much as they love and respect Mohammed. 

 

Many similarities exist between traditional Christianity and Islam. Islamic leaders teach that 



Muslims should follow the moral and ethical teachings of the Old and New Testaments as long 

as they are consistent with the Koran. Along with traditional Christians, Muslims believe in the 

Virgin Birth and the second coming of Jesus. According to a saying of Muhammad, Jesus will 

return to earth and stay for forty years. Muslims say these years will be the happiest years of life 

on this earth.  

 

On the other hand, Islamic teaching rejects the Trinity. Instead, Islam teaches that the great 

messengers of God - Abraham, Noah, Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed are human recipients of 

revelation from God. In support of their position, Muslim scholars point out that some churches 

in the west, such as the Unitarian Church, do not teach that Jesus was God.  

 

Jews have a different perspective on Jesus. Some Jews remember as children other kids calling 

them “Christ killers.” They remember that followers of Jesus were responsible for the Crusades 

and the Inquisition. They remember that many followers of Jesus did not speak up during the 

Holocaust. Most Jews cannot ignore or forget the suffering caused by the religion created in 

Jesus’ name.  

 

Still, one Rabbi points out that, if Jesus were among us today, he would be most comfortable not 

in a church, but in an Orthodox Jewish synagogue. In a synagogue, Jesus would be at home with 

much of the content, the metaphors, the prayers, and even the Hebrew language. 

 

Today for many Jews, Jesus is like a family member whose behavior many years ago caused 

embarrassment in the Jewish community. He is the cousin who became world-famous by saying 

insulting things in public about the Jewish family. Jesus is the Jew who got in trouble with the 

law for his outrageous behavior. Jesus is the self-centered cousin who died because he believed 

in his own story. Like an embarrassing cousin, most Jews do not talk much about Jesus. 

However, family is family. When Christians forget that Jesus was Jewish, Jews remind them.  

 

  

Some Jews feel a hint of pride in Jesus’ accomplishments. I found a story about an elderly 

Jewish woman who was a patient in a Catholic hospital. Facing her bed was a big picture of 

Jesus. A considerate nun, knowing the woman was Jewish, asked if she would like the picture 

taken down. “Oh no,” replied the old woman. “Such success by one of our boys! Leave the 

picture up!”  

  

1. So a Muslim scholar says Jesus is a human messenger from God.  

2. And a Rabbi says Jesus was a member of the Jewish family who died a tragic death.  

 

However, what is the Hindu view of Jesus? The writings of Mohandas Gandhi offer one answer. 

Gandhi regarded Jesus as a great teacher, but he did not believe that Jesus was the only son of 

God. He was also disappointed that Jesus was not a vegetarian. Still, as a Hindu, Gandhi had 

great respect for Jesus. Gandhi wrote: 

 

My Christian friends have told me on more than a few occasions that because I do 

not accept Christ as the only son of God, it is impossible for me to understand the 

profound significance of his teachings. I believe that this is an erroneous point of 



view, and that such an estimate is incompatible with the message that Jesus gave 

to the world. For he was certainly the highest example of one who wished to give 

everything, asking nothing in return, and not caring what creed might happen to 

be professed by the recipient. I am sure that if he were living here now, he would 

bless the lives of many who perhaps have never even heard his name, if only their 

lives embodied the virtues of which he was a living example on Earth: the virtues 

of loving one’s neighbor as oneself and that of doing good and charitable works 

among one’s fellows. 

 

[Gandhi went on] What then does Jesus mean to me? To me he was one of the 

greatest teachers humanity has ever had. To his believers he was God’s only 

begotten son. Could the fact that I do not accept this belief make Jesus have any 

more or less influence in my life? Is all the grandeur of his teaching and of his 

doctrine to be forbidden to me? I cannot believe so. 

 

1. So Islamic scholars say Jesus is a human being sent by God to deliver God’s message.  

2. Jews see Jesus as a rebel Jew whom the Romans tragically killed.  

3. And the Hindu Gandhi sees Jesus as one of humanity’s greatest teachers.  

 

However, what is a Buddhist view of Jesus? Buddhists have had a mixed experience with Jesus. 

In the early 1960s the Vietnamese Buddhist monk, Thich Nhat Hanh, watched Catholic 

missionaries in his country attack Buddhism as sinister and deceitful. In 1963, the Catholics 

prohibited the celebration of the most important Buddhist national holiday and caused tens of 

thousands of Buddhists to protest. The demonstrations led to the overthrow of the country’s 

President. In such an atmosphere of persecution and conflict, seeing anything positive in Jesus’ 

teachings was difficult. 

 

On the other hand, when Thich Nhat Hanh came to America to speak out against the Vietnam 

War, he met Christians like Martin Luther King, Jr. and Thomas Merton. They taught him about 

the understanding and compassion of Jesus.  

 

As a result, Thich Nhat Hanh has taken Christian theology and fit it into his own Buddhist 

perspective. For example, speaking about the Trinity, he says, “I felt that all of us also have the 

seed of the Holy Spirit in us, the capacity of healing, transforming, and loving. When we touch 

that seed, we can touch God the Father and God the Son.” 

 

Buddhists do not believe in God. Still, Thich Nhat Hanh sees words like God and the Holy Spirit 

as symbols that Christians find helpful in expressing their beliefs. Instead of arguing about 

words, he looks for the universal human experiences that people are trying to express. For 

example, he sees a connection between the practice in Buddhist monasteries of eating meals in 

silence to make it easier to give full attention to the food, and the Christian story of the last 

supper. During the last supper as Jesus broke the bread and poured the wine, he said, “This is my 

body; this is my blood, drink it and eat it.” The Buddhist suggests this was a dramatic way to 

encourage his followers to give full attention to the food. Thich Nhat Hanh sees communion as a 

way of encouraging Christians to be fully awake. In the same way, Buddhism encourages us to 

be fully awake, fully present in the moment. 



 

Like the Vietnamese Buddhist, the leader of the Tibetan Buddhists strives to find the common 

experiences that underlie the different words and stories of Christianity and Buddhism. In this 

way, the Dalai Lama sees the resurrection of Jesus as like the Buddhist belief in reincarnation. 

Instead of arguing about the words and symbols, these Buddhist religious leaders work hard to 

find the universal human experiences that produced Buddhism and Christianity.  

 

What do others say about Jesus? 

 

1. An Islamic scholar says that Jesus was one of the five great messengers from God. 

2. A Rabbi says Jesus was a rebellious Jewish man.  

3. A Hindu says Jesus was a great humanitarian. 

4. A Buddhist says Jesus encourages us to be fully awake. 

 

However, what do American Unitarian Universalists say about Jesus?  

 

In this church, we have no creed and no interpretation of the Bible to which we must all agree. 

Here each of us is free to make up our own mind. 

 

What is my own view? If Jesus turned to me and asked, “Who do you say that I am?” I might 

have replied, “You are the first great teacher of nonviolence.” 

 

In Matthew is this passage “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 

But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.” (Matthew 5:38-42 NIV)  

 

In another place in Matthew it says “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 

(Matthew 5:43-48 NIV)  

 

Of course, when it came to living a life without violence, like all of us, Jesus was not perfect. He 

got so angry that he drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple. He overturned the 

tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves. Still he also said, “Blessed 

are the peacemakers” and “if anyone strikes us on one cheek, we should offer the other also.” 

 

We live in a time of wars that people often think of in religious terms. The war in Sri Lanka was 

a war between Hindu and Buddhists. The war in the lands of Israel and Palestine is between Jews 

and Muslims. Some see our war in Afghanistan as a war between Muslims and Christians. 

 

Still Jesus’ words of peace give me a strong hope for the future. While I do not believe in the 

literal resurrection of Jesus, I do believe in the resurrection of his message. Each year at Easter, I 

find renewed hope in the teachings of Jesus and I pray again that the people of the earth will 

learn to live together in peace. 


